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6

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

6.1

Executive Summary

6.1.1

The purpose of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is to identify and record the
potential effects that the Proposed Development may have on physical elements of the landscape;
landscape character; wild land areas; areas that have been designated for their scenic or landscaperelated qualities; and views from various locations such as settlements, routes, tourism features and
other sensitive locations. The potential cumulative effects that may arise from the addition of the
Proposed Development to other wind farms are also considered.

6.1.2

The study area for the LVIA covers a radius of 40 km from the outer turbines in the Proposed
Development. The assessment has shown that the effect of the Proposed Development on the
landscape and visual resource of the great majority of this study area will be not significant, which
means that for the great majority of the study area, and the receptors that lie within it, the effect
of the Proposed Development is not defining and the existing, baseline characteristics of the
landscape and views will continue to prevail. The landscape and visual receptors that will not be
significantly affected by the Proposed Development include the special qualities of National Scenic
Areas, Gardens and Designed Landscapes, and regional scenic designations; the wildness qualities
of wild land areas; views from settlements, ‘A’ roads (other than the A836), long-distance walking
routes, core paths (other than SU16.05 (Loch Shin Hide)), railway lines, popular walking destinations
including The Ord, Meall Dola, and sensitive mountain tops such as Ben Klibreck, Ben Hee, Ben More
Assynt, Creag Mhor and Ben Armine; and the landscape character of the great majority of the
landscape character types that are found within the study area.

6.1.3

While the effect on the majority of the study area will be not significant, the LVIA has indicated that
there is potential for the Proposed Development to result in some localised significant effects on
the area that lies in closer proximity to the site. The LVIA has identified that there is potential for
significant effects to arise on the landscape character of the site and some parts of its surroundings;
views from a stretch of the A836/NCR 1; views from core path SU16.05, to Loch Shin Hide; views
from the clusters of houses at Blarbuie and Saval; and the view from a part of the track that leads
along the west side of Loch Shin near Sallachy Lodge. The Residential Visual Amenity Assessment
concludes that while there are likely to be significant effects on the residential visual amenity of the
five properties that lie within 2 km of the nearest turbine in the Proposed Development, these
effects do not have the potential to reach the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold.

6.1.4

As well as assessing the effect of the Proposed Development itself, the LVIA assesses the cumulative
effect that may arise when the Proposed Development is added to various scenarios of operational,
under-construction, consented and application-stage wind farms. The cumulative assessment
concludes that when the Proposed Development is added to operational and under-construction
wind energy developments, no significant cumulative effects will arise. However, when various
combinations of consented wind farms are also considered, significant cumulative effects may arise
on the southern part of the sweeping moorland and flows (LCT 134) Dalnessie/ Strath Tirry unit; on
views from a stretch the A836/NCR 1; views from some locations around Saval; and the view from
Meall Dola.

6.1.5

The additional consideration of application-stage wind farms does not lead to any additional
significant cumulative effects.

6.1.6

The assessment has indicated that significant visual effects are likely to be contained within
approximately 6.5 km of the Proposed Development, although they may, in unusual circumstances,
arise beyond this. Significant effects on landscape character are also likely to be contained within a
maximum radius of approximately 6.5 km from the Proposed Development.
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6.2

Introduction

6.2.1

This chapter provides an assessment of the potential effects of the Proposed Development on the
landscape and visual resource of the study area. The assessment and review process has been
undertaken on behalf of the Applicant by landscape architects at Optimised Environments Limited
(OPEN), led by James Welch BA Hons FLI. It considers the effect on the landscape resource - both
direct effects and effects on how the landscape is perceived - and the effect on visual amenity
(views) within the study area (Figure 6.1). Cumulative effects arising from the addition of the
Proposed Development to other wind farms are also considered.

6.2.2

There are three appendices to this section:


Appendix 6.1: Methodology;



Appendix 6.2: Assessment of Effects on Wild Land; and



Appendix 6.3: Residential Visual Amenity Assessment.

Scope of Assessment
6.2.3

This assessment has assessed the design which includes turbine layout F and infrastructure layout 4
as described in Chapter 2. For the purpose of this assessment, it has been assumed that the
Proposed Development turbines will not exceed 135 m to blade tip. In addition, the candidate
turbine that has been used to inform the assessment has a hub height of 77.8 m and rotor diameter
of 117 m. It is recognised that turbine selection will be subject to commercial tendering and
availability and the specific parameters of hub height and rotor diameter may therefore vary; it is
however unlikely that a change to the hub height or rotor diameter from that assessed would result
in a material change in the findings of the assessment.

Definition of Study Area
6.2.4

The initial step in the LVIA is the establishment of the study area to be considered in the assessment.
Guidance developed by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) (Visual Representation of Wind Farms
Version 2.2, February 2017) indicates that an area with a radius of 40 km from the nearest turbine
is appropriate for turbines of the size proposed at this wind farm. This study area is shown in Figure
6.1, and a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis has been carried out for this area.

6.2.5

Mapping of the various characteristics and features of the study area that are relevant to the
assessment (i.e. landform, landscape character types, principal visual receptors and landscapeplanning designations) is presented with both 40 km and 20 km study areas in order that the wider
context can be seen at a broad scale while the local context can be seen at a more detailed scale.

6.3

Legislation, Policy and Guidelines

6.3.1

Planning policy that is relevant to the Proposed Development is described in detail in Chapter 5. A
summary of those aspects that are of key relevance to the LVIA is included below.

National Policy
6.3.2

Scotland’s third National Planning Framework (NPF3) was published by the Scottish Government in
June 2014. NPF3 is a long-term strategy for Scotland and is the spatial expression of the
Government’s Economic Strategy and plans for development and investment in infrastructure.

6.3.3

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) was also published in June 2014. The purpose of the SPP is to set out
national planning policies which reflect Scottish Government Ministers’ priorities for the operation
of the planning system and for the development and use of land. The SPP is a statement of Scottish
Government policy on how nationally important land use planning matters should be addressed.
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6.3.4

SPP sets out the required approach to spatial frameworks that guide wind energy development to
appropriate locations, taking into account important features, and includes provision for the
protection of areas of landscapes that are recognised for their landscape-related qualities at a
national level, including National Scenic Areas (NSAs), National Parks, wild land areas (WLAs) and
Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDLs). The relevant paragraphs from SPP are described in the
baseline section of this Chapter (see Section 6.6).

Regional Policy
6.3.5

The current THC statutory Development Plan for the 40 km study area comprises the following:


Highland-wide Local Development Plan (HwLDP) (adopted April 2012);



Caithness and Sutherland Local Development Plan (adopted August 2018); and



West Highland and Islands Local Development Plan (adopted September 2019).

6.3.6

Policies from these documents are described in detail in Chapter 5 of the EIA Report and, where
they are specifically relevant to the LVIA, are referred to in the baseline section of this Chapter (see
Section 6.6).

6.3.7

THC has produced Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance (November 2016), which forms
part of the Development Plan for the Highland area. This is referred to in Chapter 5.

Guidance
6.3.8

The following sources have been utilised in the formulation of methodology for the LVIA and the
presentation of graphics:


Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment: Third Edition (Landscape Institute and
IEMA, 2013) (GLVIA3);



Landscape Institute (2019). Visual Representation of Development Proposals: Landscape
Institute Technical Guidance Note 06/19;



Landscape Institute (2019). Technical Guidance Note 2/19 Residential Visual Amenity
Assessment;



NatureScot (2020). Assessing Impacts on Wild Land Areas Technical Guidance;



SNH (2012). Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments;



SNH (2017). Siting and Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape Version 3a;



SNH (2017). Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Version 2.2;



SNH (June 2014). Map of Wild Land Areas;



The Highland Council (November 2016) Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance; and



The Highland Council (July 2016). Visualisation Standards for Wind Energy Developments.

6.4

Consultation

6.4.1

Table 6.1 provides details of consultations undertaken with relevant regulatory bodies, together
with action undertaken by the Applicant in response to consultation feedback.
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Table 6.1 – Consultation Responses
Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

THC/NatureScot (formerly
SNH)

Viewpoints (THC)

Viewpoints

Viewpoints (VP) for the
assessment must be discussed
with THC in consultation with
NatureScot.

THC and NatureScot have
confirmed their acceptance of
the viewpoints used in the
assessment (see below).

Visualisations (THC and
NatureScot)

Visualisations

Scoping Opinion: 1 March
2018

The Council has Visualisation
Standards which the applicant
will be expected to adopt.
Further NatureScot will
require visualisations
produced to their guidance.
Special Landscape Areas (THC)
There may be some visibility
from Special Landscape Areas
(SLAs), impacts on the special
qualities of these should be
assessed in the EIAR.
Methodology (THC)
The LVIA must be carried out
in accordance with GLVIA3.
The Caithness Landscape
Sensitivity Appraisal must be
taken into account.
LVI guidance in THC’s Onshore
Wind Energy Supplementary
Guidance must be addressed,
including the Criteria in
Section 4.
Wild Land (NatureScot)
A wild land assessment will be
required to inform impacts on
WLA 35 (Ben Klibreck-Armine
Forest) and WLA 34 (Reay–
Cassley).
This assessment should follow
the SNH current guidance,
Assessing the Impacts on Wild
Land Interim Guidance Note.
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Visualisations in accordance
with THC’s Visualisation
Standards for Wind Energy
Developments (July 2016) are
provided in Volume 3.
Visualisations have also been
provided to NatureScot
standards.
Special Landscape Areas
Effects on SLAs are considered
in the LVIA.
Methodology
The LVIA utilises a
methodology that accords
with GLVIA3.
The Proposed Development
lies outwith the area covered
by the Caithness Landscape
Sensitivity Appraisal and this
is therefore not considered
relevant to the LVIA.
THC’s Onshore Wind Energy
Supplementary Guidance is
addressed in the Planning
Statement.
Wild Land
Wild land assessments have
been carried out for these
two WLAs as well as third
WLA (WLA 37 – Foinaven-Ben
Hee).
Subsequent to the production
of the 2018 Scoping Opinion,
NatureScot has in 2020
published updated guidance
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

An assessment of the
cumulative impacts with
Creag Riabhach Wind Farm
should be undertaken for
WLA 35. An additional
viewpoint location should be
provided from within WLA 34
at Maovally (NC378212). Due
to distance and limited
visibility NatureScot does not
require a wild land
assessment for WLA 37
(Foinaven–Ben Hee).
Viewpoint locations from this
WLA should however be
provided within the ES.

for the assessment of effects
on WLAs. The NatureScot
(2020) guidance has therefore
been used for the assessment
of effects on wild land.

THC

Viewpoints

Viewpoints

Email: 2 July 2020 (in
response to OPEN’s email of
22 June 2020)

THC is generally content with
the proposed viewpoints as
suggested by OPEN but seek
one additional viewpoint (Ord
Hill).

Ord Hill has been included as
a viewpoint (Viewpoint 20).

Scope of Assessment
While a focussed LVIA is
welcomed (20 km radius
focussed study area was
suggested by OPEN), THC
would prefer to have a
detailed assessment of the
landscape and visual impacts
for all viewpoints.
Cumulative Assessment
It would be beneficial to
include the impacts of
proposals at a scoping stage
in some way. THC would be
happy to discuss this further.
Photography
THC is supportive of the use
of 2015 photography if there
are no notable changes,
although the first preference
STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
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Creag Riabhach wind farm has
been considered in the
cumulative assessment for
WLA 35. Maovally has been
included as a viewpoint in the
LVIA (Viewpoint 19). An
assessment of effects on WLA
37 has been requested by THC
(see below) and this is
therefore included in the
LVIA. Viewpoints within this
WLA are included in the LVIA.

Scope of Assessment
A 20 km radius focussed study
area has been used in the
LVIA. A detailed assessment is
included for all viewpoints.
Cumulative Assessment
Matter agreed through
further emails (see below).
Photography
New photography has been
taken for 18 of the 20
viewpoints. However, 2015
photography has been used at
Viewpoints 13 (track to Loch
Sgeireach) and 14 (Creag
Mhor), where restrictions on
site visits arising from Covid
19, combined with weather
conditions and deer stalking
have not permitted useable
new photography to be taken.
A review has been undertaken
to ensure that there are no
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

is for new photography from
all viewpoints.

changes to these views that
could materially alter the
effects of the Proposed
Development.

Visualisations
Highland Council
visualisations should be
provided in an A3 ring binder
rather than in a wirebound
volume.

Visualisations
THC visualisations are
provided in an A3 ring binder.

THC Online Pre-Application
Consultation (12 August 2020)

THC requested the grid
references for all viewpoints
to be sent to them in an excel
spreadsheet.

Issued to THC 14 September
2020.

THC Online Pre-Application
Consultation (9 September
2020)

Special Landscape Areas

Special Landscape Areas

The proposal must have
regard to the nearby Ben
Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA
citation.

The effects on this SLA have
been considered in the LVIA
(Section 6.10), with regard to
the THC citation.

Designated Sites

Designated Sites

Of particular relevance are
Wild Land Areas 34, 35 and
37; Assynt - Coigach NSA; Ben
Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA.

These WLAs, NSA and SLA
have been considered in the
LVIA.

Landscape Sensitivity

THC Onshore Wind Energy
Supplementary Guidance is
considered in the Planning
Statement.

The THC Onshore Wind
Energy Supplementary
Guidance lists ten landscape/
visual criteria that THC uses as
a framework for assessing
proposals. These set out key
considerations that the
developer should be aware of
and take account of.
The assessment will need to
consider residents/visitors
(including settlement,
transport routes and visitor/
recreational attractions/
routes). Design iterations and
how they have responded to
the assessment should be
explained.
Visualisations that accord
with THC’s Visualisation
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Landscape Sensitivity

The LVIA considers effects on
residents, visitors, transport
routes (including relevant
NCRs and core paths),
settlements, attractions, and
tourist routes.
Design iterations are
described in Chapter 2.
Visualisations in accordance
with THC’s Visualisation
Standards for Wind Energy
Developments (July 2016) are
provided in Volume 3.
The LVIA considers all
elements of the Proposed
Development that are
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

Standards for Wind Energy
Developments should be
provided.

included within this
application.

Assessments should cover
impacts of all elements of the
development, not just the
turbines, where they are not
covered under a separate
application.
Key views to and from Ben
Klibreck must be considered.
Council Landscape Sensitivity
Appraisals
THC is in the process of
identifying strategic landscape
capacity for wind energy
across Highland, including the
site area (Sutherland and
Ross-shire appraisal).
Landscape
The Assessment will have to
play close attention to
impacts on LCTs individually,
but also to the specific effects
on local interplay (relevant to
SG Criterion 10). Frequent
changes of character within a
restricted area will make the
landscape sensitive to
Criterion 8, and on landmark
hills, Criterion 3. The
landscape character around
Lairg should be considered in
regard to Criteria 1 and 2. A
Gateway effect is also
experienced near the
Dalchork Hide access on the
A836, where views north to
Ben Klibreck open up.
Wild Land
A Wild Land Assessment
should be undertaken for the
Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA as
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Views to and from Ben
Klibreck have been
considered in the LVIA.
Council Landscape Sensitivity
Appraisals
The draft Sutherland and
Ross-shire appraisal is not yet
available on THC’s website (2
November 2020).
Landscape
Where relevant, the
interaction between LCTs is
considered in the LVIA.
The ten SG criteria are
discussed in the Planning
Statement.
Wild Land
Wild land assessments have
been carried out for the
Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA as
well as Ben Klibreck-Armine
Forest and Reay-Cassley
WLAs.
Subsequent to the production
of THC’s pre-application
advice, NatureScot has
published updated guidance
for the assessment of effects
on WLAs. This guidance is not
materially different to that
provided in the 2017 draft
guidance, but provides
clarification and further
information on certain
aspects of the methodology.
The NatureScot (2020)
guidance has therefore been
used for the assessment of
effects on wild land
(Appendices 6.2a, 6.2b and
6.2c).
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

well as Ben Klibreck-Armine
Forest/Reay-Cassley WLAs.

Creag Riabhach is considered
in all of the wild land
assessments.

SNH (2017) draft wild land
guidance should be followed.
Cumulative impacts with
Creag Riabhach wind farm
should be included in the
assessment for Ben KilbreckArmine Forest and FoinavenBen Hee WLAs.
Visual Impact
NatureScot considers that the
LVIA should include an
assessment of effects
(including likely cumulative
effects) along the A836
corridor.
NatureScot is content with
the current list of viewpoints.
Design
The proximity of the proposal
to the NCN and public right of
way should be considered
during any assessment of the
landscape impact of the
development.
The development has some
potential to affect the criteria
listed in THC’s Supplementary
Guidance for On-shore Wind
Energy.
THC
Email: 21 October 2020

THC
Email: 23 October 2020
STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
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Visual Impact
An assessment of effects,
including cumulative effects,
gained northbound and
southbound along the A836 is
included in the LVIA.
It is noted that NatureScot is
content with the list of
viewpoints (this has also been
agreed by email with
NatureScot – see below).
Design
The NCN has been considered
in the LVIA. It is, however,
included in the visual
assessment rather than in the
landscape assessment, as the
effects that may arise will
relate to effects on the views
gained by people rather than
effects on landscape
character. The RoW has not
been specifically considered in
the assessment.
The ten SG criteria are
discussed in the Planning
Statement.

THC is generally content with
OPEN’s proposed approach to
the cumulative assessment,
but requests that the scopingstage wind farms at Garvary
and Glencassley are included
in the assessment, as they
would likely be submitted
during the determination of
the Strath Tirry application.

OPEN attempted to obtain
final layouts for these wind
farms from the relevant
developers, but these were
not yet available as the
designs for both wind farms
are yet to be finalised. OPEN
updated THC on this situation
(23 October 2020).

THC is content for the
scoping-stage wind farms at

The scoping-stage wind farms
at Garvary and Glencassley
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Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

Garvary and Glencassley not
to be included in the
cumulative baseline for the
submitted application due to
final layout designs not be
available for these wind
farms. This should be
recorded in the LVIA.

have not been included in the
cumulative assessment, but
their presence (along with
other scoping wind farms) is
recorded in the LVIA (Section
6.6).

THC notes that it reserve its
position to request an
assessment as Supplementary
Information if the cumulative
position changes in advance
of determination of the
application to a point where it
may have a bearing on the
outcome of the application.
NatureScot

Viewpoint Locations

Viewpoint Locations

Email: 24 June 2020

NatureScot is content with
the proposed viewpoint list.

Noted.

Cumulative Assessment

Noted.

NatureScot is content with
the approach to the
cumulative assessment.

Wild Land Guidance

Wild Land Guidance
NatureScot advises that the
wild land assessments are
carried out using the 2017
draft wild land guidance.

Cumulative Assessment

See note above in THC
response re wild land
guidance.
Photography
See note above in THC
response re photography.

Photography
NatureScot understands the
difficulty in providing
photography due to
restrictions in place and
recognises the value and
practicality in using the 2015
photography where visual
conditions have not notably
altered. It would be
preferable to have the older
photography rather than the
option of only wirelines. If
there are new viewpoints for
STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
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Consultee

Consultation Response

Applicant Action

which photography is not
available, highlighting these
to us will allow our further
consideration on if these are
acceptable to be represented
by wireframes alone.

6.5

Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria

6.5.1

This section summarises the methodology used to carry out the LVIA, which is described in full in
Appendix 6.1.

Desk Study
6.5.2

The assessment is initiated through a desk study of the site and 40 km radius study area. This study
identifies aspects of the landscape and visual resource that may need to be considered in the
landscape and visual assessment, including landscape planning designations, landscape character
typology, WLAs, operational and potential cumulative wind farms, and views from routes (including
roads, railway lines, National Cycle Routes, core paths and long distance walking routes), and
settlements.

6.5.3

The desk study also utilises Geographic Information System (GIS) and Resoft Windfarm software to
explore the potential visibility of the Proposed Development. The resultant ZTV diagrams and
wirelines provide an indication of which landscape and visual receptors are likely to be relevant to
the assessment.

Site Visits
6.5.4

Field surveys are carried out throughout the 40 km radius study area, although the focus is on the
areas shown on the ZTV to gain theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. The baseline
field survey has five broad stages.


A preliminary familiarisation around the study area in order to visit the aspects of the landscape
and visual resource that have been identified through the desk study and verify their existence
and importance. Important features and characteristics that have not become apparent
through the desk study are also identified, and particularly sensitive receptors are noted in
order to inform the design process.



A visit onto the site itself, in order to establish the potential of the site for wind farm
development and identify the most suitable areas for Proposed Development in landscape and
visual terms, along with any constraints that may restrict the developable area.



Further field survey around the study area, concurrent with the design process for the Proposed
Development, to identify those receptors that are likely to be particularly important in the
assessment and inform the layout design, possible turbine height, and the extent of the
Proposed Development.



The identification of representative viewpoints to include in the landscape and visual
assessment, including a wide range of receptors, landscape character, and directions and
distances from the Proposed Development.
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An on-site review of the special qualities/wildness qualities of landscape planning designations
and WLAs, which informs the likely effect of the Proposed Development on these qualities and
its effect on the overall integrity of the designations/WLAs.

Categories of Effects
6.5.5

The LVIA is intended to determine the effects that the Proposed Development will have on the
landscape and visual resource. For the purpose of assessment, the potential effects on the
landscape and visual resource are grouped into four categories.
Effects on Physical Elements

6.5.6

Physical effects are restricted to the area within the Proposed Development site boundary and are
the direct effects on the existing fabric of the site, such as the removal of forestry and alteration to
ground cover. This category of effects is made up of landscape elements, which are the components
of the landscape, such as moorland, that may be directly and physically affected by the Proposed
Development.
Effects on Landscape Character

6.5.7

Landscape character is the distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in
a particular type of landscape, and the way that this pattern is perceived. Effects on landscape
character arise either through the introduction of new elements that physically alter this pattern of
elements, or through visibility of the Proposed Development, which may alter the way in which the
pattern of elements is perceived. This category of effects is made up of landscape character
receptors, which fall into two groups; landscape character types and landscape-related designated
areas.
Effects on Wild Land Areas

6.5.8

The assessment of effects on wild land areas (WLAs) is carried out in accordance with NatureScot
guidance (Assessing Impacts on Wild Land Areas Technical Guidance, September 2020), which
provides a prescriptive methodology.
Effects on Views

6.5.9

The assessment of effects on views is an assessment of how the introduction of the Proposed
Development will affect views throughout the study area. The assessment of effects on views is
carried out in two parts:


an assessment of the effects that the Proposed Development will have on a series of viewpoints;
and



an assessment of the effects that the Proposed Development will have on views from principal
visual receptors, which include relevant settlements and routes throughout the study area.

Cumulative Effects
6.5.10

Cumulative effects arise where the study areas for two or more wind farms overlap so that both of
the wind farms are experienced at proximity where they may have a greater incremental effect, or
where wind farms may combine to have a sequential effect, irrespective of overlap in study areas.
Cumulative effects are assessed within the assessment of effects on three of the categories
described above; landscape character, WLAs, and views.

Sensitivity
6.5.11

Sensitivity is an expression of the ability of a landscape receptor or view to accommodate the
Proposed Development. The sensitivity is determined through a combination of the value of the
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receptor and its susceptibility to the Proposed Development. The factors that determine these
criteria are described in Appendix 6.1.
6.5.12

Levels of sensitivity - high, medium, and low - are applied in order that the judgement used in the
process of assessment is apparent. As shown in Table 6.2 below, intermediate levels – medium-high
and medium-low - may also be applied where the particular combination of value and susceptibility
results in an intermediate definition.

Magnitude of Change
6.5.13

Magnitude of change is an expression of the extent of the effect on landscape receptors and views
that will result from the introduction of the Proposed Development. The magnitude of change is
assessed in terms of a number of variables, including the size and scale of the impact and the extent
of the affected area. The factors that determine these criteria are described in Appendix 6.1.

6.5.14

Levels of magnitude of change - high, medium, low and negligible - are applied in order that the
judgement used in the process of assessment is apparent. As shown in Table 6.2 below, intermediate
levels – medium-high, medium-low and low-negligible - may also be applied where the particular
combination of variables results in an intermediate definition.

Significance of Effects
6.5.15

The previous section of this chapter describes how the landscape and visual assessment is carried
out in five parts: the assessment of physical effects; the assessment of effects on landscape
character; the assessment of effects on wild land; the assessment of effects on views; and the
assessment of cumulative effects. The broad principles used in the assessment of significance of
these parts are the same (other than the assessment of effects on wild land) and are described
below. The detailed methodology for the assessment of significance does, however, vary, and the
specific criteria used are described in Appendix 6.1.

6.5.16

The objective of the assessment of the Proposed Development is to predict the likely significant
effects on the landscape and visual resource. In accordance with the Environmental Impact
Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2017, the LVIA effects are assessed to be either significant or not
significant. The LVIA does not define intermediate levels of significance as the Regulations do not
provide for these. GLVIA3 also provides guidance on this, noting that “LVIAs should always
distinguish clearly between what are considered to be the significant and non-significant effects…it
is not essential to establish a series of thresholds for different levels of significance of landscape and
visual effects, provided that it is made clear whether or not they are considered significant”
(paragraphs 3.32 and 3.33).

6.5.17

The significance of effects is assessed through a combination of two considerations; the sensitivity
of the landscape receptor or view and the magnitude of change that will result from the addition of
the Proposed Development. While this methodology is not reliant on the use of a matrix to arrive at
the conclusion of a significant or not significant effect, a matrix is included below to illustrate how
combinations of sensitivity and magnitude of change ratings can give rise to significant effects. The
matrix also gives an understanding of the threshold at which significant effects may arise.
Table 6.2 – Illustrative Significance Matrix
Magnitude

High

MediumHigh

Medium

MediumLow

Low

Negligible

Significant

Significant

Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Sensitivity
High
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Magnitude

High

MediumHigh

Medium

MediumLow

Low

Negligible

MediumHigh

Significant

Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Medium

Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

MediumLow

Significant/
Not
Significant

Significant/
Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Low

Significant/
Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Not
Significant

Sensitivity

6.5.18

Effects within the dark grey boxes in the matrix are considered to be significant in terms of the EIA
Regulations. Effects within the light grey boxes may be significant or not significant depending on
the specific relevant factors that arise at a particular landscape or visual receptor. In accordance
with GLVIA3, experienced professional judgement is applied to the assessment of all effects and
reasoned justification is presented in respect of the findings of each case.

6.5.19

A significant effect occurs where the Proposed Development will provide a defining influence on a
landscape element, landscape character receptor or view. A not significant effect occurs where the
effect of the Proposed Development is not material, and the baseline characteristics of the
landscape element, landscape character receptor, view or visual receptor continue to provide the
definitive influence. In this instance the Proposed Development may have an influence but this
influence will not be definitive.

6.5.20

A significant cumulative effect may arise where a 'landscape with wind farms' is created as a result
of the addition of the Proposed Development to other existing or proposed wind farms, resulting in
wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key landscape and
visual characteristic.

6.5.21

This assessment assumes clear weather and optimum viewing conditions. This means that effects
that are assessed to be significant may be not significant under different, less clear conditions.

Assessment of Cumulative Effects
6.5.22

The objective of the assessment of cumulative effects is to describe, illustrate and assess the ways
in which the Proposed Development will interact with other relevant existing, consented or
proposed wind farms. The outcome of this is the identification of any significant cumulative effects
that may arise from the addition of the Proposed Development to the cumulative situation, in
accordance with SNH guidance (Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy
Developments, 2012), which states that cumulative assessment should "focus on the likely
significant effects and in particular those which are likely to influence the outcome of the consenting
process."

6.5.23

The LVIA assesses the incremental effect arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to
the cumulative situation, and not the overall accumulation of wind farms across the study area. This
accords with GLVIA3, which notes (para 7.18):
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“Some of those involved may tend to favour a limited view focussed on the additional effects of the
project being assessed, on top of the cumulative baseline. Some stakeholders may however be more
interested in the combined effects of all the past, present and future proposals, including the
proposed scheme…Assessing combined effects of different proposals at different stages in the
planning process can be very complex. Furthermore the assessor will not have assessed the other
schemes and cannot therefore make a fully informed judgement. A more comprehensive overview
of the cumulative effects must rest with the competent authority.”
6.5.24

The cumulative development of wind farms within a particular area may build up to create different
types of landscape or visual context. Significant cumulative landscape or visual effects may arise
where a 'landscape with wind farms' is created as a result of the addition of the Proposed
Development to other existing or proposed wind farms, resulting in wind turbines becoming
sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key landscape and visual characteristic.

6.5.25

The significance of the cumulative landscape effect from the addition of the Proposed Development
reflects the intensification of wind farms within the landscape, which is assessed as follows.


The Proposed Development forms a separate isolated feature from other wind farms within the
landscape, too infrequent and of insufficient significance to be perceived as a characteristic of
the area. The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development is unlikely to be significant.



The addition of the Proposed Development results in wind farms forming a key characteristic of
the landscape and/ or visual context, exerting sufficient presence so as to establish or increase
the extent of a 'landscape with wind farms'. The cumulative effect of the Proposed
Development may be significant or not significant, depending on the sensitivity of the receptor
and magnitude of the change.



The addition of the Proposed Development results in wind farms forming the prevailing
characteristic of the landscape and/ or visual context, seeming to define it as a 'wind farm
landscape’. The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development is likely to be significant.

Nature of Effects
6.5.26

The ‘nature of effects’ relates to whether the effects of the Proposed Development are beneficial
or adverse. Effects may also be neutral. Guidance provided in GLVIA3 states that “thought must be
given to whether the likely significant landscape and visual effects are judged to be positive
(beneficial) or negative (adverse) in their consequences for landscape or for views and visual
amenity”. The nature of effect is therefore one that requires interpretation and reasoned
professional opinion.

6.5.27

In relation to many forms of development, the EIA Report will identify beneficial and adverse effects
under the term ‘nature of effect’. The landscape and visual effects of wind farms are difficult to
categorise in either of these brackets as, unlike other disciplines, there are no definitive criteria by
which these effects can be measured as being categorically beneficial or adverse. For example, in
disciplines such as noise or ecology it is possible to identify the nature of the effect of a wind farm
by objectively quantifying its effect and assessing the nature of that effect in prescriptive terms.
However, this is not the case with landscape and visual effects, where the approach combines
quantitative and qualitative assessment.

6.5.28

In this assessment, beneficial, neutral and adverse effects are defined as follows.


Beneficial effects contribute to the landscape and visual resource through the enhancement of
desirable characteristics or the introduction of new, beneficial attributes. The removal of
undesirable existing elements or characteristics can also be beneficial, as can their replacement
with more appropriate components.
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6.5.29



Neutral effects occur where the Proposed Development neither contributes to nor detracts
from the landscape and visual resource and is accommodated with neither beneficial nor
adverse effects, or where the effects are so limited that the change is hardly noticeable. A
change to the landscape and visual resource is not considered to be adverse simply because it
constitutes an alteration to the existing situation.



Adverse effects are those that detract from or weaken the landscape and visual resource
through the introduction of elements that contrast, in a detrimental way, with the existing
characteristics of the landscape and visual resource, or through the removal of elements that
are key in its characterisation.

This assessment adopts a precautionary approach, which assumes that significant landscape and
visual effects will be weighed on the negative side of the planning balance, although positive or
neutral effects may arise in certain situations. Unless it is stated otherwise, the effects of the
Proposed Development on landscape and visual amenity are considered to be negative.

Duration and Reversibility
6.5.30

The effects of the Proposed Development are of variable duration, and are assessed as short-term
(during the construction and/or decommissioning phase) or long-term (during the operational
phase), and permanent or temporary/reversible. It is anticipated that the operational life of the
Proposed Development will be 30 years. The turbines, met mast, some site access tracks, energy
storage system, switching station and control room will be apparent during this time, and these
effects are considered to be long-term.

6.5.31

Other infrastructure and operations such as the construction processes and plant (including tall
cranes for turbine erection), construction and storage compounds, and the southern site entrance
and access track will be apparent only during the initial construction period of the Proposed
Development and are considered to be short-term effects. Borrow pit excavation will also be shortterm as borrow pits will be restored at the end of the construction process, although a permanently
altered ground profile may remain evident.

6.5.32

The reversibility of effects is variable. The most apparent effects on the landscape and visual
resource, which arise from the presence of the turbines, are temporary/reversible as the turbines
can be removed, as can the switching station and control building and permanent 10 m met mast.
The effects of the tall cranes and heavy machinery used during the construction and
decommissioning periods are also temporary.

6.5.33

Should the Proposed Development be decommissioned it is expected that decommissioning would
take approximately six months. This would be subject to a new planning application. The majority
of components would be removed from the site for disposal and/or recycling as appropriate and in
accordance with regulations in place at that time. Depending on their disposal/recycling the
southern access and track leading to the switching station and control building and energy storage
system compound may need to be reinstated for decommissioning.

6.5.34

It is likely that exposed parts of the concrete foundations would be removed down to below 1 m
below the surface and the remaining volume of the foundations would remain in situ.

6.5.35

Hardstandings will be removed and/or grassed over, however it is likely that the access junction and
sections of access track may be left in situ to assist with agricultural access. The CEMP will be
updated prior to decommissioning by the Principal Contractor to reflect current legislation and
policy and will be agreed with THC, NatureScot, SEPA and HES.In order to avoid repetition, the
duration and reversibility of effects are not reiterated throughout the assessment.

Limitations to the Assessment
6.5.36

There are limitations in the theoretical production of ZTVs, and these should be borne in mind in
their consideration and use.

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-15

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL



The ZTVs illustrate the ‘bare ground’ situation, and do not take into account the screening
effects of vegetation, buildings, or other local features that may prevent or reduce visibility.



The ZTVs do not indicate the decrease in visibility that occurs with increased distance from the
Proposed Development. For example, the nature of what is visible from 3 km away will differ
markedly from what is visible from 10 km away, although both are indicated on the ZTVs as
having the same level of visibility.



It is important to remember that there is a wide range of variation within the visibility shown
on the ZTV. For example, an area shown on the blade tip ZTV as having visibility of all four of
the turbines may gain views of the smallest extremity of blade tips, or of full turbines. This can
make a considerable difference in the effects of the Proposed Development on that area.

6.5.37

These limitations mean that while the ZTVs are used as a starting point in the assessment, providing
an indication of where the Proposed Development will theoretically be visible, the information
drawn from the ZTVs is not completely relied upon to accurately represent visibility of the Proposed
Development.

6.5.38

SNH guidance (Visual Representation of Wind Farms, February 2017) provides the following
information on the limitations of visualisations in Annex A:
“Visualisations of wind farms have a number of limitations which you should be aware of when using
them to form a judgement on a wind farm proposal. These include:


A visualisation can never show exactly what the wind farm will look like in reality due to factors
such as: different lighting, weather and seasonal conditions which vary through time and the
resolution of the image;



The images provided give a reasonable impression of the scale of the turbines and the distance
to the turbines, but can never be 100% accurate;



A static image cannot convey turbine movement, or flicker or reflection from the sun on the
turbine blades as they move;



The viewpoints illustrated are representative of views in the area, but cannot represent visibility
at all locations;



To form the best impression of the impacts of the wind farm proposal these images are best
viewed at the viewpoint location shown;



The images must be printed at the right size to be viewed properly (260mm by 820mm);



You should hold the images flat at a comfortable arm’s length. If viewing these images on a wall
or board at an exhibition, you should stand at arm’s length from the image presented to gain
the best impression.



It is preferable to view printed images rather than view images on screen. If you do view images
on screen you should do so using a normal PC screen with the image enlarged to the full screen
height to give a realistic impression. Do not use a tablet or other device with a smaller screen to
view the visualisations described in this guidance.”

6.5.39

This Annex makes several important points in relation to the importance of assessment on site
rather than from visualisations (bullet points one, two, three and five) and the representative nature
of viewpoints (bullet point four).

6.5.40

In relation to the first of these points, it should be noted that the assessment within this LVIA is
carried out from observations in the field, with hard copies of visualisations, and this process cannot
be replicated by a desk-based review of visualisations. It is, however, acknowledged that not all
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viewpoints are accessible to all people, and when this is the case, the visualisations and text
provided in this LVIA should provide a suitable indication of the likely effects of the Proposed
Development, its appearance, and the context in which it will be seen.
6.5.41

In relation to the second point, it is important to note that almost all of the viewpoints are intended
to be representative of the views that may be gained of the Proposed Development from the wider
study area, and not just a series of very specific locations. SNH guidance (Visual Representation of
Wind Farms, February 2017) provides the further information on this aspect of assessment in
paragraph 69.
“It is important to stress that viewpoint assessment forms just one part of LVIA. Because of the
powerful nature of viewpoint images and the widespread recognition of some of the locations from
where these are taken, there is often over-emphasis of their role. However, LVIA also includes
assessment of the following:


the extent and pattern of visibility throughout the study area (considering those areas from
where a wind farm would not be seen, as well as those areas from where it may);



views of the proposed wind farm from areas of potential visibility other than the selected
viewpoints; and



sequential views.”

6.6

Baseline Conditions

6.6.1

The baseline section of the LVIA records the existing conditions of the study area. Establishing a
baseline helps to gain an understanding of what makes the landscape distinctive and what its
important components or characteristics are, and is instrumental in the identification of the
landscape character receptors, visual receptors and viewpoints that are included in the assessment.
This section is presented under the following headings:


landscape character;



landscape planning designations;



Wild Land Areas;



principal visual receptors;



viewpoints; and



cumulative wind farm developments.

6.6.2

This section also identifies which of the landscape and visual receptors have potential to undergo
significant effects or significant cumulative effects as a result of the Proposed Development, and
therefore require to be assessed in detail. This is implemented through a two-stage filtering process.

6.6.3

Firstly, ZTV mapping is used to identify those receptors which will gain any theoretical visibility of
the Proposed Development. Where there is no theoretical visibility, receptors are discounted from
the assessment. Secondly, the receptors that are shown on the ZTV mapping to gain some visibility
of the Proposed Development have a preliminary assessment to ascertain if they have potential to
undergo a significant effect or a significant cumulative effect. This preliminary assessment considers
various factors that contribute to the sensitivity of the receptor, the magnitude of change that will
result from the addition of the Proposed Development, and the level of visibility and influence of
cumulative wind farms. Various methods of verification are used in this second stage, including site
visits, ZTVs, GIS mapping, wirelines and aerial photography.

6.6.4

In the case of some receptors, this preliminary assessment indicates that the landscape or visual
receptor does not have potential to undergo a significant effect or significant cumulative effect as a
result of the Proposed Development, despite gaining visibility of it. This is most frequently due to a
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combination of the limited predicted level of visibility and influence of the Proposed Development
and/or other wind farms, and the limited sensitivity of the receptor. Where this is the case, the
potential effects on the receptor do not need to be assessed in any further detail and at this stage
they can be discounted from the assessment.
6.6.5

Where the preliminary assessment indicates that there is potential for the receptor to undergo a
significant effect or cumulative effect as a result of the Proposed Development, this is assessed in
detail subsequently in this Chapter.

Landscape Character
6.6.6

Landscape character information is drawn from SNH’s 2019 digital dataset of landscape character,
which updated and reviewed the original Landscape Character Assessments that were produced to
cover the whole of Scotland during the 1990s. The 2019 dataset is based on the original LCAs and
updated to ensure greater consistency in the approach and structure, to reduce cross-boundary
discrepancies, and to make the mapping more accessible and readily legible.

6.6.7

Guidance on the NatureScot web page advises that landscape capacity studies should take
precedence over the 2019 dataset where relevant to specific types of development, such as wind
farms. The study area is not specifically covered by such a capacity study and the 2019 dataset is
therefore used as the basis of the characterisation of the landscape.

6.6.8

The 2019 dataset divides the landscape into tracts that are referred to as landscape character types
(LCTs). Landscape character across the study area is shown on Figures 6.3a (to a 40 km radius) and
6.3b (to a 20 km radius) and is shown in relation to the blade tip ZTV on Figure 6.9 (20 km radius).
Many LCTs are extensive, sometimes covering several areas that are geographically separate, and
the effects of the Proposed Development can vary widely across a single landscape character type.
Several of the landscape character types have therefore been divided into ‘units’, and these are also
shown on the figures. The landform of the site and study area is also of relevance in the survey of
landscape character, and this is shown in Figure 6.2.

6.6.9

In the 2019 dataset, the LCTs across Scotland are suffixed by the area in which they lie so, for
example, the LCTs in the 20 km study area are suffixed by ‘Caithness and Sutherland’. In this
assessment, the suffix is not reiterated with each mention of the relevant LCTs as there are not
multiple regional incidences of any LCTs.
Landscape Character of the Site

6.6.10

According to the 2019 dataset, the site lies on the cusp of two LCTs; sweeping moorland and flows
and strath. Sweeping moorland and flows, a flat, gently undulating and generally smooth landscape,
is an extensive LCT across the eastern part of the 20 km study area and covers the eastern part of
the site. Strath, which covers the western part of the site, is less prevalent in the study area,
generally found in a tight, linear or winding form along a river or loch. This area of strath is, however,
something of an anomaly as it has a relatively broad, short shape, with the River Tirry running up
the eastern side of the LCT and a broad expanse of the LCT extending westwards to Loch Shin, a
maximum of 3.5 km to the west of the River Tirry.

6.6.11

Sweeping moorland and flows and strath are distinctive and specific LCTs, one covering open
moorland and the other covering valleys and glens. However, the landscape character of the site is
broadly uniform in terms of landform, land cover, settlement and perception (which are the four
criteria considered in the 2019 dataset LCT descriptions) across its full extent, and is not clearly
divided into two parts that correspond with the two LCT boundaries. This is because in this area the
LCTs do not display their specific and most distinctive typical defining characteristics. There are two
reasons for this.


The characteristics of LCTs are generally less apparent towards their boundaries (as is the case
here) where they interface with other LCTs, and the characteristics of both LCTs are often
present in a diluted and combined form.
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6.6.12

6.6.13

This unit of strath does not strongly display the typical characteristics of strath LCT as described
in the 2019 description.

Given the apparent lack of a distinction between the two LCTs that theoretically cover the site and
the broadly-defined, non-specific nature of the boundary shown in the 2019 dataset, OPEN has
considered the site area as a single unit of landscape character for the purpose of this assessment.
This has been referred to in the assessment as strath/sweeping moorland and flows. The key
characteristics of this landscape are a composite of those described for the two LCTs (sweeping
moorland and flows and strath) that are shown on the 2019 dataset to cover the site, and are as
follows:


Straths range from fairly straight deeply incised troughs to more winding valleys with a number
of minor side glens. [strath]



River terraces and hummocky lower side slopes a common feature. [strath]



Water is a key characteristic with straths accommodating a central river meandering across the
floodplain, often traced by clumps of birch and alder. [strath]



Semi-improved pastures, heather and grass moorland and coniferous plantations covering lower
side slopes. [strath]



Increasing extent of moorland and woodland generally further up the straths, where the
floodplain narrows and settlement is sparser. [strath]



Gently sloping or undulating landform which lies generally below 350 metres. [sweeping
moorland and flows]



Coniferous forest forming a dominant characteristic within some parts of this landscape
character type. [sweeping moorland and flows]



Ribbons of broadleaf woodland occasionally run along the water courses and loch edges.
[sweeping moorland and flows]



Very sparsely settled with dispersed crofts, farms and estate buildings largely found on the outer
edges of this landscape or near a strath. [sweeping moorland and flows]



Vehicular tracks within parts of the landscape. [sweeping moorland and flows]



Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines offering extensive views across this landscape and
result in a feeling of huge space. [sweeping moorland and flows]



Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness &
Sutherland. [sweeping moorland and flows]



Views from the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic.” [sweeping
moorland and flows]

It is also relevant to note the description of ‘perception’ in the LCTs provided in the 2019
descriptions, as quoted below.


Strath: “Views are generally focussed along straths from the narrow roads. A highly scenic
backdrop of mountains is often revealed in some of the upper reaches, for example views from
upper Strath Brora to the remote hills around Ben Armine and from Strath Cassley to Ben More
Assynt.”



Sweeping moorland and flows: “The landscape has a strong sense of naturalness and
remoteness, particularly at its core away from more settled and modified outer fringes. Their
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distinctly natural character is heightened by a rich diversity of birds, including plover and curlew,
whose evocative calls contribute to the perception of wildness.
The Sweeping Moorland and Flows forms the setting to the Lone Mountains, the distinctive form
and prominence of these mountains being accentuated by the simple, open and expansive
nature of the low-lying moorland which surrounds them. Some areas of flat peatland occur on
areas of upland plateau, for example, Knockfin Heights and also on the top of cliffs along the
north coast of Caithness. The elevation of these areas and their surrounding space creates an
even great sense of exposure, particularly upon the edges of the landform, where distant views
across land and sea are afforded.
Views are long with uninterrupted largely uninterrupted skylines. Rapidly changing light and
weather conditions are reflected in the smooth vegetation cover and loch systems. The Sweeping
Moorland and Flows are important in providing a simple foreground to views of distant Lone
Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness & Sutherland, complementing the
distinctive form of these mountains and accentuating their height and prominence. Views from
the A9 between Latheron and Spittal, the B871, A836 and from the A838 across the low-lying
moorland of A’Mhoine to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic.”
6.6.14

The site area does not accord with either of these perception descriptions, as described below.

6.6.15

Strath:


6.6.16

The gentle landform of the site and the majority of Strath Tirry does not focus views along the
strath. The surrounding elevated landform does provide a setting to the strath, but this is not
“highly scenic”, other than the focal point of Ben Klibreck.

Sweeping Moorland and Flows:


The site landscape does not have a “strong sense of naturalness and remoteness”.



The site landscape does not consist of “simple, open and expansive nature of low-lying
moorland…areas of flat peatland…great sense of exposure”.



Views from the site are not “long with uninterrupted largely uninterrupted skylines”, and the
vegetation cover isn’t “smooth”. The A836 doesn’t pass through the site area of sweeping
moorland and flows but through the strath LCT.

6.6.17

Overall, it may be concluded that the site displays some (but not all) of the land cover and landform
characteristics of sweeping moorland and flows and some of the watercourse associations (but
again not all) of strath. The mountain setting that is noted in relation to both of the LCTs is also
apparent, although not to the degree described. Coniferous forestry, found extensively on the site,
may also be characteristic of either LCT.

6.6.18

The site area does not display the remoteness, naturalness, expansiveness, exposure and long, open
views of sweeping moorland and flows, or the enclosure, cultivation and strong watercourse focus
of strath.

6.6.19

OPEN’s site visits indicate that this composite strath/sweeping moorland and flows LCT extends
along the eastern edge of the Strath Tirry unit of the strath LCT, roughly covering the area between
the A836 and the lower western reaches of sweeping moorland and flows. This redefinition of the
LCT has been adopted throughout the assessment.

6.6.20

It should be noted that many such composite, or hybrid, zones are apparent around the boundaries
of LCTs, where the key characteristics of LCTs are diluted and have a high level of crossover, and
these are not all identified and defined in the assessment. It is, however, considered important that
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this transition between strath and sweeping moorland and flows is identified and referred to in the
assessment due to the location of the site within this area.
Landscape Character around the Site
6.6.21

The prevalent LCTs across the 20 km study area are sweeping moorland and flows and rounded hills,
which consists of the higher and more pronounced hills that surround and define the lower, gently
undulating sweeping moorland and flows. The transition between these two LCTs is subtle and
gradual, and together they form a widespread upland moorland/ forested backdrop to smaller
localised areas of other LCTs, including strath, farmed and forested slopes with crofting, and lone
mountains.

6.6.22

In addition to Strath Tirry, other units of strath are found at Glen Cassley, Strath Oykel, the Kyle of
Sutherland, Strath Fleet and Strath Brora. These units display more typical strath landscape
characteristics than Strath Tirry, consisting of defined, linear spaces that enclose rivers or lochs.

6.6.23

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting is a diverse mix of crofting land, coniferous plantation,
semi-natural woodlands and moorland that, in the 20 km study area, covers the settlements of Lairg
and Bonar Bridge and their surroundings. In the study area, this LCT is primarily surrounded by
rounded hills and sweeping moorland and flows, providing a contrasting more complex, settled
landscape.

6.6.24

One area of lone mountains is found in the study area, at Ben Klibreck. Ben Klibreck perfectly
exemplifies lone mountains; a distinctive individual and isolated Munro that that lies within a
surrounding expanse of comparatively gentle and undulating rounded hills and sweeping moorland
and flows.
Landscape Character Units

6.6.25

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting, rounded hills, strath and sweeping moorland and flows
LCTs are divided into units for the purpose of this assessment, where relevant. The specific unit
divisions are listed below and shown on Figures 6.3a, 6.3b and 6.9:
farmed and forested slopes with crofting;



-

Lairg;

rounded hills;



-

Beinn Domhnaill;

-

Ben Armine;

-

Glen Cassley/ Kyle of Sutherland;

-

Loch Shin;

-

north of Strath Fleet;

-

south of Strath Fleet;

-

Strath Vagastie;

strath;



-

Strath Tirry;

sweeping moorland and flows;



-

Dalnessie/ Strath Tirry;

-

eastern area;

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-21

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

-

Loch Naver; and

-

Meall an Aonaich lower slopes.

Landscape Character Types and Units Included in the Detailed Assessment
6.6.26

Table 6.3 includes the preliminary assessment of the landscape character types and units that lie
within 20 km of the Proposed Development, and indicates which of them are considered to have
potential to undergo a significant effect as a result of the Proposed Development (including
cumulative effects), and which of them do not require further detailed assessment. The landscape
character types and units that do have potential to undergo a significant effect or significant
cumulative effect as a result of the Proposed Development are assessed in full subsequently in this
Chapter.

6.6.27

Landscape character types and units that lie beyond 20 km from the Proposed Development are
considered to not have potential to undergo significant effects as a result of the Proposed
Development due to a combination of distance and limited visibility. Landscape character types and
units that lie beyond 20 km from the Proposed Development are therefore not listed in Table 6.3
but are shown on Figure 6.3a.
Table 6.3 – Preliminary Assessment of Landscape Character Types within 20 km
Status

Landscape Character Type

Comment

Included in detailed
assessment due to
level of influence and
visibility of the
Proposed
Development

Farmed and forested slopes with
crofting – Lairg

ZTV shows intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately
4.5 km away.

Strath/sweeping moorland and
flows

This transitional LCT covers the
site itself.

Strath – Strath Tirry

ZTV shows theoretical visibility
from close proximity

Sweeping moorland and flows –
Dalnessie/Strath Tirry

ZTV shows theoretical visibility
from close proximity

Rounded hills – Loch Shin

ZTV shows intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately 4 km
away.

Rounded hills – Meallan Liath
Mor

ZTV shows intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately
4.6 km away.

Rounded hills – north Strath Fleet

ZTV shows intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately 7 km
away.
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Status

Landscape Character Type

Comment

Not included in
detailed assessment:
limited and/or distant
visibility of the
Proposed
Development

Lone mountains

ZTV shows very intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately
10.7 km away. The Proposed
Development may have some
effect on landscape character but
this will not be significant due to
the very limited extent of the
setting to the receptor that will
be affected by visibility of the
Proposed Development; the
distance of the receptor from the
Proposed Development; the very
intermittent visibility from the
receptor; the very strong innate
character of the receptor; and
the lack of specific landscape
association with the site.

Rounded hills – Ben Armine

ZTV shows very intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately 12 km
away. The Proposed
Development may have some
effect on landscape character but
this will not be significant due to
the very limited extent of the
setting to the receptor that will
be affected by visibility of the
Proposed Development; the
distance of the receptor from the
Proposed Development; the very
intermittent visibility from the
receptor; and the lack of specific
landscape association with the
site.
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Status

Not included in
detailed assessment:
no or negligible
visibility of the

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
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Landscape Character Type

Comment

Rounded hills – south Strath Fleet

ZTV shows very intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately
9.8 km away. The Proposed
Development may have some
effect on landscape character but
this will not be significant due to
the very limited extent of the
setting to the receptor that will
be affected by visibility of the
Proposed Development; the
distance of the receptor from the
Proposed Development; the very
intermittent visibility from the
receptor; and the lack of specific
landform orientation towards the
Proposed Development or
landscape association with the
site.

Rounded hills – Strath Vagastie

ZTV shows very intermittent
theoretical visibility from a
minimum of approximately
13.6 km away. The Proposed
Development may have some
effect on landscape character but
this will not be significant due to
the very limited extent of the
setting to the receptor that will
be affected by visibility of the
Proposed Development; the
distance of the receptor from the
Proposed Development; the very
intermittent visibility from the
receptor; and the lack of specific
landform orientation towards the
Proposed Development or
landscape association with the
site.

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting – other areas
Strath – other areas
Sweeping moorland and flows – eastern area, Loch Naver and Meall
an Aonaich lower slopes
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Status

Landscape Character Type

Comment

Proposed
Development

Rounded hills - Beinn Domhnaill, Glencassley/ Kyle of Sutherland

Landscape Planning Designations
6.6.28

The site itself is not covered by any known international, national, regional or local landscaperelated planning designations. Various designated areas are, however, found elsewhere in the study
area and these have been considered in the assessment. These are shown on Figure 6.4a and 6.4b,
and in conjunction with the blade tip ZTV on Figure 6.10.

6.6.29

There are three ways in which such designations are relevant to the LVIA.


The presence of a designation can give an indication of a recognised value that may increase
the sensitivity of a landscape character receptor, viewpoint or visual receptor, and may
therefore affect the significance of the effect on that receptor.



The presence of a relevant designation can lead to the selection of a representative viewpoint
within the designated area, as the viewpoint will provide a representative outlook from that
area.



Designated areas may be included as landscape character receptors so that the effects of the
Proposed Development on these features of the landscape that have been accorded particular
value can be specifically assessed.

National Scenic Areas
6.6.30

National Scenic Areas (NSAs) are areas of land considered to be important on a national level. The
Town and Country Planning (National Scenic Areas) (Scotland) Designation Directions 2010 defines
a National Scenic Area as an area "of outstanding scenic value in a national context.”

6.6.31

Paragraph 212 of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (Scottish Government, 2014) states that:
“Proposed Development that affects a National Park, National Scenic Area, Site of Special Scientific
Interest or a National Nature Reserve should only be permitted where:

6.6.32



the objectives of designation and the overall integrity of the area will not be compromised; or



any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are
clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance.”

There are four NSAs within or partly within the 40 km study area:


Assynt-Coigach NSA;



Dornoch Firth NSA;



Kyle of Tongue NSA; and



North-West Sutherland NSA.

6.6.33

The Dornoch Firth, Kyle of Tongue and North-West Sutherland NSAs all lie a minimum of over 20 km
away from the Proposed Development and are shown on the ZTV to gain negligible visibility of the
Proposed Development. The Assynt-Coigach NSA is a minimum of 23 km away and is shown on the
ZTV to gain very intermittent visibility, which is partly blade only.

6.6.34

The Proposed Development will have negligible influence on the Dornoch Firth, Kyle of Tongue and
North-West Sutherland NSAs and may have some very limited influence on the Assynt-Coigach NSA.
All of these effects will not be significant due to the very limited level of visibility and the distance

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-25

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

at which the Proposed Development will be seen. The four NSAs are therefore discounted from the
assessment and are not assessed in any further detail.
Gardens and Designed Landscapes
6.6.35

Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDLs) are described in paragraph 133 of SPP (Scottish
Government, 2014) as follows:
“Planning authorities should protect and, where appropriate, seek to enhance gardens and designed
landscapes included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes and designed landscapes
of regional and local importance.”

6.6.36

6.6.37

There are three GDLs in the 40 km study area:


Ardross Castle;



Dunrobin Castle; and



Skibo Castle.

There is no visibility of the Proposed Development from these GDLs, as shown on the ZTV, and they
are therefore discounted from the assessment.
Special Landscape Areas

6.6.38

Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are areas of land considered to be important at a regional level, as
designated by THC and protected through Development Plan Policy.

6.6.39

Detailed citations for each of the 27 SLAs that lie within THC administrative area are provided in
‘Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas’ (THC in partnership with SNH, 2011). These
citations describe each SLA in terms of its “key landscape and visual characteristics, the special
qualities for which it is valued, its key sensitivities to landscape change, and possible measures for
its enhancement.”

6.6.40

There are five SLAs within or partially within the 40 km study area:


Ben Griam and Loch Nan Clar;



Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire;



Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie;



Flow Country and Berriedale Coast; and



Loch Fleet, Loch Brora and Glen Loth.

6.6.41

There is no visibility of the Proposed Development from Ben Griam and Loch Nan Clar SLA and Flow
Country and Berriedale Coast SLA, and very intermittent and distant theoretical visibility from the
Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie SLA and Loch Fleet, Loch Brora and Glen Loth SLA from over
24 km away. These four SLAs are therefore discounted from the assessment and are not assessed
in any further detail.

6.6.42

The closest SLA to the Proposed Development is the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA, which gains
very intermittent theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from a minimum of around
8.4 km to the north of the nearest turbine.

6.6.43

The effects of the Proposed Development on the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA are assessed
subsequently in this Chapter.

Wild Land Areas
6.6.44

Wild Land Areas (WLAs) are shown on SNH’s 2014 wild land mapping. This mapping is referred to in
SPP 2014 and the National Planning Framework for Scotland and is supported by a document titled
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’Advice to Government’ (June 2014) which includes information about the evolution of the map, the
consultation process that proposed WLAs were subject to, and advice as to how the mapping is to
be used.
6.6.45

SPP refers to the WLA mapping at paragraph 200:
“Wild land character is displayed in some of Scotland’s remoter upland, mountain and coastal areas,
which are very sensitive to any form of intrusive human activity and have little or no capacity to
accept new development. Plans should identify and safeguard the character of areas of wild land as
identified on the 2014 SNH map of wild land areas.”

6.6.46

Paragraph 2.7 of SNH’s Advice to Government (2014) recognises that sensitively sited development
can be integrated into WLAs:
“…it is important to emphasise SNH’s view that wild land does not denote ‘no human management
or development’ as suggested by some respondents who considered that such a label will restrict all
future development options. SPP (2010) recognises that wild land areas are sensitive to development
but also that sensitively sited and located development can be accommodated within them whilst
maintaining their qualities.”

6.6.47

There are eight WLAs within or partially within the 40 km study area (as shown on Figure 6.5 and in
conjunction with the blade tip ZTV on Figure 6.11):


Ben Hope – Ben Loyal (Area 38);



Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA (Area 35);



Causeymire–Knockfin Flows (Area 36);



Foinaven–Ben Hee (Area 37);



Inverpolly-Glencanisp (Area 32);



Reay–Cassley (Area 34);



Rhiddoroch-Beinn Dearg - Ben Wyvis (Area 29); and



Quinag (Area 33).

6.6.48

The WLAs that are most relevant in the assessment of the Proposed Development are Reay – Cassley
(Area 34), Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest (Area 35), and Foinaven-Ben Hee (Area 37) which lie a
minimum of just over 5 km, 6 km and 8 km from the nearest turbine in the Proposed Development
respectively, and are shown on the ZTV to gain some intermittent/very intermittent theoretical
visibility of it. It has been agreed with THC and NatureScot that the LVIA will include wild land
assessments for these three WLAs, and these assessments are included in Appendices 6.2a, 6.2b
and 6.2c of this Chapter.

6.6.49

The other five WLAs lie a minimum of over 23 km away from the Proposed Development, often with
no or very limited theoretical visibility as shown on the ZTV, and it has been agreed with NatureScot
and THC that wild land assessments will not be required for these WLAs.

Principal Visual Receptors
6.6.50

A number of visual receptors such as settlements and travel routes are considered in the assessment
as views from them may be affected by the Proposed Development. It is not possible to consider
every potential visual receptor in the study area due to the extent of ground that it covers and the
assessment therefore concentrates on the ‘principal’ visual receptors that may gain visibility of the
Proposed Development. Principal visual receptors are shown on Figure 6.6a and 6.6b, and in
conjunction with the blade tip ZTV on Figures 6.12a and 6.12b.
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Settlements
6.6.51

The majority of the study area comprises sparsely populated upland landscapes with only a few
towns and villages, which are found in sheltered, low-lying coastal and strath locations. The
settlements included in the assessment are those that are classified as ‘settlements’ in THC
Development Plan Mapping. The larger settlements are Tain, Dornoch, Golspie and Brora, which are
ranged up the Moray Firth coastline. The largest inland settlement is Lairg, which lies within a
crofting landscape at the western end of Strath Brora, some 7 km to the south of the site. Other
than these local centres, settlement is generally limited to small village communities such as
Rosehall, Ardgay and Bonar Bridge, and small clusters of houses within low-lying, more accessible
and sheltered straths and on the Moray Firth coast. Isolated farms and estate buildings are also
found in the upland interior areas. The closest settlement to the Proposed Development is Lairg.

6.6.52

All of the settlements – including Lairg - are shown on the ZTV to gain no or negligible visibility of
the Proposed Development from within the Development Plan settlement boundary. There is,
however, theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from some crofting areas that lie
around Lairg, outwith the settlement boundary, and this is covered in Viewpoints 9 and 10.

6.6.53

The settlements within the study area are therefore discounted from the assessment and are not
assessed in any further detail.
Routes

6.6.54

Routes include roads, walking routes, railways, and cycle routes. Routes included as principal visual
receptors in the assessment are determined by four criteria:


the extent to which the route traverses the study area or extends across a notable part of it;



the proximity of the route to the Proposed Development;



the importance of the route in terms of recognition, traffic volume and usage; and



the potential for the Proposed Development to contribute to cumulative effects along the
route.

Roads
6.6.55

6.6.56

The location and extent of roads in the study area reflects the settlement pattern as they generally
follow the accessible low-lying straths. Interior areas are considerably less accessible by road. The
roads in the study area that are considered as principal visual receptors, due to various combinations
of the criteria listed above, are as follows.


A9, which follows the coastline from Tain in the south-east to Brora in the north-east.



A836, which runs from the A9 at Tain, through Lairg and past Altnaharra, and leaves the
northern edge of the study area near Ben Loyal.



A837, which runs across the southern and western parts of the study area, between Invershin
and Inchnadamph.



A838, which runs along the northern side of Loch Shin.



A839, which runs across the study area to the south of the site, linking Rosehall in the west with
the A9 in the east.



A949, which runs along the northern side of the Dornoch Firth from Dornoch to Bonar Bridge.

Of these roads, the A9, A837 and A949 are shown on the ZTVs to gain no or negligible visibility of
the Proposed Development while the A839 has very intermittent theoretical visibility over a stretch
to the west of Lairg, much of it blade tip only, from a minimum of around 10 km away. These roads
are discounted from the assessment and are not assessed in any further detail.
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6.6.57

The A836 has visibility of the nearest turbine in the Proposed Development from a minimum of
approximately 370 m away, while the A838 has a stretch of intermittent theoretical visibility, partly
blades only, between Colaboll and the A836, where the Proposed Development is seen from a
minimum of around 4.3 km away. There is potential for a significant effect to arise on views from
these roads and these effects are assessed in detail subsequently in this Chapter.
Railway Lines

6.6.58

There are two stretches of railway line in the study area, both of which are part of the Far North
(Inverness to Wick) line. The first stretch is the loop that runs between Tain and Brora, via Lairg, and
the second stretch is a very short section near Kinbrace, which briefly enters the north-eastern edge
of the study area. There is very intermittent theoretical visibility, almost all blade tip only, of the
Proposed Development from the first of these stretches, a minimum of just under 10 km away, and
no visibility from the second stretch. Railway lines are therefore discounted from the assessment
and are not assessed in any further detail.
Cycle Routes

6.6.59

There is one National Cycle Route (NCR) in the study area; NCR1. This route enters the southern
edge of the study area near Tain, and follows a variety of roads, primarily the A836, before leaving
the northern edge of the study area near Ben Loyal. There is potential for a significant effect to arise
on views from NCR1, and it is assessed in conjunction with the A836 as visibility is gained from the
stretches of the route that follow this road.
Long-distance Walking Routes

6.6.60

There is one recognised long-distance walking route in the study area; the Cape Wrath Trail, which
runs from Fort William to Cape Wrath. The ZTVs show no or negligible visibility of the Proposed
Development from this route and it is therefore discounted from the assessment.
Core Paths

6.6.61

There are a number of core paths in the study area. These are not all individually considered in the
assessment due to the number of routes and the limited relevance of the majority of these to the
Proposed Development. However, core paths that lie within 10 km of the Proposed Development
(shown on Figures 6.6b and 6.12b) are considered. The closest core path that will gain theoretical
visibility of the Proposed Development is SU16.05, which leads to the bird hide at Dalchork from the
A836, and is approximately 5 km to the south of the site. The other core paths within a 10 km radius
that gain theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development are to the west and south-east of Lairg,
a minimum of around 8 km from the Proposed Development, and will gain intermittent visibility.
These are core paths SU16.03 (Ord Hill), SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood), and SU16.07 (Balloan – Lairg).

6.6.62

There is potential for a significant effect to arise on views from these paths, and they are therefore
assessed in detail subsequently in this Chapter.
Other Paths

6.6.63

The LVIA considers recognised long-distance walking routes and relevant core paths, as described
above. In addition to these, there are a number of other paths in the study area, including Rights of
Way (RoW), permissive paths and informal routes. In accordance with the Land Reform (Scotland)
Act 2003, all parts of the Scottish countryside are accessible to all (subject to specific exclusions set
out in the Act and as long as users behave responsibly) under statutory access rights. As access to
the countryside is not restricted to specific routes, the consideration of all path routes is not relevant
to the LVIA, and the assessment focusses on those key recreational routes that are nationally
recognised as long-distance routes or identified on the Core Paths Plan.

6.6.64

Paths other than core paths and national long-distance walking routes are therefore not considered
in the LVIA.
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Viewpoints
6.6.65

The assessment of landscape and visual effects is informed by a series of 20 viewpoints that are
selected to represent visibility from landscape character types, landscape planning designations and
principal visual receptors around the study area. These include points of specific importance such
as recognised viewpoints, designated landscapes, settlements and routes. Viewpoints for the
landscape and visual assessment have been discussed and agreed with THC and NatureScot.

6.6.66

The viewpoint assessment is used to inform and illustrate the assessment of effects on landscape
character as well as the assessment of effects on views and principal visual receptors. The
viewpoints used in the assessment are described in Table 6.4.

6.6.67

The viewpoint locations are shown in conjunction with the blade tip ZTV on Figures 6.7a (A3 size),
6.7b (A3 size), 6.7c (A1 size) and 6.7d (A0 size) and with the hub height ZTV on Figures 6.8a (A3 size),
6.8b (A3 size), 6.8c (A1 size) and 6.8d (A0 size).
Table 6.4 – Viewpoints
Viewpoint

British National
Grid Reference
(E/N)

Comment

Distance to
Nearest Turbine
(km/m)
1.

A836 bird hide layby

257146, 909019
5.39 km

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

A836 at Allt
Chaiseagail Bridge

257547, 910846

A836 south of
Dalmichy

257649, 912596

A836 north of
Dalnessie entrance

257261, 914839

A836 north of Rhian
Bridge

255425, 918034

A836 south of Crask

252645, 922856

3.52 km

1.79 km

440 m

4.01 km

9.57 km
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The first in a series of viewpoints on the
northbound A836. View gained from the
parking layby for Dalchork bird hide/ A836.
Second viewpoint located on the northbound
A836, on a long, straight and relatively open
stretch of road.
Third A836 northbound viewpoint, at a bend
in the road close to the south of the site.
A836 viewpoint located adjacent to the site,
gained primarily by southbound travellers but
also by northbound travellers as a
perpendicular view.
View gained by southbound travellers on the
A836. This relatively straight stretch of the
road is a long, gradual descent and gains open
and expansive views to the south.
View gained by southbound travellers on the
A836. This viewpoint is located within the
northmost stretch of clear visibility on the
A836.
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Viewpoint

British National
Grid Reference
(E/N)

Comment

Distance to
Nearest Turbine
(km/m)
7.

Blarbuie

256285, 913852
1.61 km

8.

Tirryside

256623, 910373
4.18 km

9.

Saval

258810, 908507
5.83 km

10. Rhian Breck, Lairg

259965, 904819
9.65 km

11. Sallachy

254781, 908848
6.30 km

12. Meall Dola

261992, 906944
8.28 km

13. Track to Loch
Sgeireach

249855, 912546

14. Creag Mhor

Viewpoint location
for SHN guidance
visualisation:

8.12 km

269835, 923997
14.95 km
Viewpoint location
for THC guidance
visualisation:
269845, 923995
14.96 km
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Residential properties to the north-west of
Lairg with views towards the Proposed
Development.
Residential properties to the north-west of
Lairg with views towards the Proposed
Development.
Residential properties to the north of Lairg
with views towards the Proposed
Development.
Residential properties to the south-east of
Lairg with views towards the Proposed
Development.
View across the southern end of Loch Shin,
from footpath/ private access track.
Elevated small hill viewpoint (323 m AOD) to
the east of Lairg.
Viewpoint on track within the Reay-Cassley
WLA. Chosen as a location within the WLA
that people may visit.
Viewpoint on hill to the south of Ben Armine,
slightly more elevated than Ben Armine.
Visibility of the Proposed Development from
Ben Armine is limited to blades only so this
has been used as an alternative. Within the
Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA and Ben
Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA.
n.b. the viewpoint locations used for the two
sets of visualisations vary slightly. This is
because the viewpoint has been
photographed on two occasions, and the two
sets of photographs were respectively
considered to be appropriate for the two
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Viewpoint

British National
Grid Reference
(E/N)

Comment

Distance to
Nearest Turbine
(km/m)
visualisation methodologies in terms of the
clarity of visibility of the site itself and the full
360-degree view.
15. Ben Klibreck

258529, 929905
15.15 km

16. Ben More Assynt

231838, 920069
26.39 km

17. Cnoc an Alaskie

249511, 926764
14.56 km

18. Ben Hee

242662, 933928
24.39 km

19. Maovally

237833, 921186
20.88 km

20. The Ord

257351, 905643
8.70 km

View from summit of Ben Klibreck, within the
Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA and Ben
Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA.
View from summit of Ben More Assynt, within
the Assynt-Coigach NSA and Reay-Cassley
WLA.
View from local high point within the
Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA.
View from summit of Ben Hee, within the
Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA.
View from local high point within the ReayCassley WLA.
Viewpoint from high point west of Lairg, on
core path and waymarked archaeological
trail.

Cumulative Wind Farm Developments
Cumulative Wind Farm Developments
6.6.68

Cumulative effects are defined in guidance ‘Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind
Energy Developments’ (SNH, 2012) as “the additional changes caused by a proposed development
in conjunction with other similar developments” and may arise where a landscape receptor, visual
receptor or view is affected by more than one wind farm, or other relevant development. This occurs
where the study areas for two or more wind farms overlap so that both are experienced at proximity
where they may have a greater incremental effect, or where wind farms may combine to have a
sequential effect, irrespective of any overlap in visibility.
Wind Farm Sites Included in the Cumulative Assessment

6.6.69

The cumulative situation changes frequently as applications are made or withdrawn, and the layouts
of submitted application wind farms are changed. It is therefore necessary to decide on a cut-off
date when the sites and layouts to be included are fixed. The 16 September 2020 has been used as
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a cut-off for this cumulative assessment, and any changes in the cumulative situation after this date
are not incorporated in the assessment.
6.6.70

It was noted on a site visit in October 2020, after this cut-off date, that the early stages of
construction at Creag Riabhach wind farm have commenced. As the wirelines and other figures in
this assessment that show Creag Riabhach as a consented wind farm had been completed by that
point, these have not been updated, and this LVIA text also refers to Creag Riabhach as a consented
wind farm. This will not materially alter the findings of the cumulative assessment but should be
borne in mind in relation to the status of cumulative wind farms.

6.6.71

In accordance with best practice guidance, the cumulative assessment initially covers a radius of
60 km from the Proposed Development, and includes wind farms that are operational, consented,
and planning or Section 36 applications. Scoping stage wind farms are not generally included unless
they are in close proximity to the Proposed Development and therefore of notable relevance, or if
their application date is anticipated to be prior to or around the same time as the application for
the Proposed Development. There are several scoping stage sites in the vicinity of the Proposed
Development but these have not been included in the assessment (as agreed with THC) as they do
not have fixed layouts as of the cut-off date for this assessment. These include Chleansaid, Garvary,
Glencassley and Sallachy wind farms.

6.6.72

Wind farm sites that lie within a 60 km radius of the Proposed Development are shown on Figure
6.13a and those within a 40 km radius on Figure 6.13b. Before the cumulative assessment is carried
out, it is necessary to ascertain which of these sites will be relevant to the cumulative assessment.
A wind farm is considered to be relevant if the addition of the Proposed Development to this and
other wind farms could result in a significant cumulative effect on a landscape character receptor,
view or visual receptor. Guidance on cumulative assessment (SNH, 2012) suggests that the study
area for detailed cumulative assessment will generally extend to a “35km radius from the outer
boundary of proposal but may be extended due to the nature of likely cumulative effects identified
above.” In the case of the Proposed Development, a 40 km radius has been used as this is the extent
of the study area that has been used for the Proposed Development itself. Wind farm sites outwith
the 40 km radius may be included where, for example, a more distant wind farm will be seen from
the same route as the Proposed Development and the visibility of both sites could lead to significant
cumulative effects. However, in the case of the Proposed Development, preliminary cumulative
assessment has indicated that all of the relevant cumulative sites lie within 40 km of the Proposed
Development.

6.6.73

Table 6.5 lists the wind farms that are included in the detailed cumulative assessment, within 40 km
of the Proposed Development.
Table 6.5 – Wind Farms Included in the Cumulative Assessment (40 km Radius)
Wind Farm
Name

Status

Number of
Turbines

Turbine
Dimensions

Approx.
Distance to
Proposed
Development

Achany

Operational

19 turbines

100 m to blade
tip

11 km

Beinn Tharsuinn
(including Beinn
an Oighrean)

Operational

19 turbines

80 m/99.5 m to
blade tip

32 km

Braemore

Consented

18 turbines

126 m to blade
tip

13 km
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Wind Farm
Name

Status

Number of
Turbines

Turbine
Dimensions

Approx.
Distance to
Proposed
Development

Coire na Cloiche

Operational

13 turbines

99.5 m to blade
tip

33 km

Creag Riabhach

Consented
(construction
commenced in
October 2020)

22 turbines

125 m to blade
tip

13 km

Gordonbush

Operational

35 turbines

35 turbines

27 km

110 m to blade
tip

6.6.74

Gordonbush
Extension

Under
construction

11 turbines

149.9 m to blade
tip

26 km

Kilbraur and
Extension

Operational

27 turbines

115 m/125 m to
blade tip

20 km

Lairg Estate

Operational

3 turbines

100 m to blade
tip

11 km

Lairg II

Consented

10 turbines

150 m/180 m to
blade tip

11 km

Meall Buidhe

Application

9 turbines

149.5 m to blade
tip

22 km

Rosehall

Operational

19 turbines

90 m to blade tip

13 km

South Kilbraur

Application

7 turbines

149.9 m to blade
tip

21 km

Strathrory

Application

8 turbines

180 m to blade
tip

36 km

Strathy South

Consented

39 turbines

135 m to blade
tip

40 km

Strathy South
Resubmission

Application

39 turbines

200 m to blade
tip

40 km

Cumulative ZTVs that show the visibility of the relevant sites along with the visibility of the Proposed
Development have been included for each of these relevant wind farms (Figures 6.14a to 6.14o).
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The relevant cumulative sites are also shown in the wirelines for each of the representative
viewpoints. In these wirelines, the Proposed Development turbines are shown in red, operational
wind farms are indicated in black, under-construction wind farms are shown in purple, consented
wind farms are shown in green, and proposed wind farms that are in planning or at appeal stage are
coloured blue. The wirelines are produced in increments of 90-degrees and cover a variable width
of the view, ranging from 90-degrees to 360-degrees, dependent on the horizontal field of view that
has been used for each viewpoint.
6.6.75

In some instances, wind farms appear in the wirelines although they are beyond their own study
area radius (i.e. the radius that is appropriate for the turbine tip height of the wind farm in
accordance with SNH 2017 guidance). Where this occurs, the wind farm is not included in the
assessment as it is considered to lie beyond the radius within which it may contribute to a significant
cumulative effect.

6.7

Standard Mitigation

6.7.1

The layout design of the Proposed Development is a vital part of the EIA process and is the stage
where the biggest contribution can be made to mitigate potential landscape and visual effects,
creating a wind farm which is appropriate for the existing landscape character and visual features
of an area. Landscape and visual objectives have driven the wind farm design from an early stage,
while allowing environmental constraints, technical and economic factors to be fed in by the EIA
team and the Applicant (see Chapter 2).

6.7.2

The LVIA has been carried out in conjunction with the design iteration of the Proposed
Development, and has informed the final layout and design. Landscape and visual mitigation
measures have therefore been incorporated through the iterative design process in order to prevent
or reduce potential adverse landscape and visual effects.

6.8

Receptors Brought Forward for Assessment

6.8.1

The baseline study contained in Section 6.6 of this Chapter identifies that a full assessment of the
following landscape and visual receptors is required due to the potential for significant effects to
arise upon them, taking standard mitigation into account.

6.8.2

Landscape elements:

6.8.3

6.8.4



coniferous forestry;



deciduous woodland; and



rough grassland/ moorland.

Landscape character receptors:


farmed and forested slopes with crofting – Lairg;



strath/sweeping moorland and flows;



strath – Strath Tirry;



sweeping moorland and flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry;



rounded hills – Loch Shin;



rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor;



rounded hills – north of Strath Fleet; and



Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA.

Wild Land Areas:
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6.8.5



Ben Hee-Foinaven WLA;



Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA; and



Reay-Cassley WLA.

Principal visual receptors:


A836;



A838;



NCR1; and



core paths SU16.03 (Ord Hill), SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood), SU16.05 (Loch Shin hide), and SU16.07
(Balloan – Lairg).

6.8.6

Viewpoints: visual effects at all of the viewpoints are assessed in full.

6.8.7

Effects on these receptors and viewpoints are assessed in full in the following sections of this
Chapter. The assessment of cumulative effects is incorporated into these assessments.

6.9

Effects on Landscape Elements

6.9.1

The first category of effects covered in the assessment is physical effects, which are direct effects
on the fabric of the site, such as changes to ground cover. Physical effects are found only on the site,
where existing landscape elements may be removed or altered by the Proposed Development. This
category of effects is made up of landscape elements, and in this case there are three elements
involved: coniferous forestry, deciduous woodland, and rough grassland/moorland. It should be
noted that these landscape elements are assessed with reference to their contribution to the
landscape resource rather than in ecological terms.

Coniferous Forestry
6.9.2

The construction of turbine bases, access tracks and other infrastructure will require the removal of
areas of coniferous forestry. Turbines and other infrastructure will be keyholed into forestry, and
wayleaves will be felled along the access tracks.
Baseline and Sensitivity

6.9.3

Coniferous forestry is the predominant landcover on the eastern part of the site and is a
characteristic of the strath/sweeping moorland and flows LCT.

6.9.4

The value of coniferous forestry is medium; it is a widespread and commercially-grown landscape
element that is not rare or specifically recognised for its value but it is a characteristic element of
this area. The susceptibility to change is medium due to the proposed off-site compensatory
planting, the potential for restocking and restoration of forestry at the end of the lifetime of the
Proposed Development, and the peatland restoration that will be implemented on felled areas.

6.9.5

The combination of the medium susceptibility to change of the landscape element and its medium
value results in a medium sensitivity for coniferous forestry.
Magnitude of Change
A total area of 13.53 hectares (ha) of coniferous forestry will be removed for the construction and
operation of the Proposed Development. This constitutes a small proportion of the overall extent

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-36

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

of forestry on the site and in its vicinity, and the magnitude of change will be medium-low as it will
result in the removal of a small part of this landscape element.
Significance of the Effect
6.9.6

The effect of the Proposed Development on coniferous forestry will be not significant. This is due
to the medium sensitivity of the landscape element and the medium-low magnitude of change on
it.

Deciduous Woodland
6.9.7

The construction of the Proposed Development will require the removal of small areas of deciduous
woodland.
Baseline and Sensitivity

6.9.8

Small areas of deciduous woodland are found on the site. The value of deciduous woodland is high;
it is a characteristic element of the strath/sweeping moorland and flows, being found in parts of
both the strath and sweeping moorland and flows (where it is found primarily in fragments along
watercourses) LCTs. The susceptibility to change is medium due to the proposed on and off-site
mitigatory and compensatory planting and the potential for restoration of woodland at the end of
the lifetime of the Proposed Development.

6.9.9

The combination of the medium susceptibility to change of the landscape element and its high value
results in a medium-high sensitivity for deciduous woodland.
Magnitude of Change
A total area of 0.89 ha of deciduous woodland will be removed for the construction and operation
of the Proposed Development. This constitutes a very small proportion of the overall extent of
woodland found on the site, and the magnitude of change will be low as it will result in the removal
of a very small part of this landscape element.
Significance of the Effect

6.9.10

The effect of the Proposed Development on deciduous woodland will be not significant. This is due
to the low magnitude of change on this landscape element despite its high sensitivity.

Rough Grassland/Moorland
6.9.11

The construction of access tracks and other infrastructure will require the removal of areas of rough
grassland and moorland ground cover.
Baseline and Sensitivity

6.9.12

Rough grassland and moorland covers those parts of the site that are not forested. This type of
mixed forestry and rough grassland/moorland landcover is typical of this area, with moorland
becoming more prevalent as elevation increases.

6.9.13

The value of rough grassland/moorland is medium; it is a relatively widespread landscape element
that is not rare or specifically recognised for its value but it is a key characteristic element of the
strath and sweeping moorland and flows LCTs that cover the site and surrounding areas. There is
also value in the contrast that rough grassland and moorland have with the improved grassland that
is found in the crofting landscape around Lairg and Achnairn/Tirryside, as this variation in ground
cover is one of the indicators of the difference between character types.

6.9.14

The susceptibility to change of this landscape element is medium-low due to the potential for
reinstatement and restoration of the ground cover following construction and at the end of the
lifetime of the Proposed Development. The areas of coniferous forestry that are felled for
construction of the Proposed Development will be restored to this type of groundcover, and this
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also reduces its susceptibility. The combination of the medium value and medium-low susceptibility
to change of the landscape element results in a medium sensitivity for rough grassland and
moorland ground cover.
Magnitude of Change
6.9.15

The area of rough grassland and moorland to be removed or disturbed in the construction and
operation of the Development is limited in relation to the total area found on the site and beyond.
In relation to the overall area, the magnitude of change of this removal is considered to be mediumlow.
Significance of the Effect

6.9.16

The effect of the Proposed Development on rough grassland and moorland will be not significant.
This is due to the medium sensitivity of the landscape element and the medium-low magnitude of
change on it.

Summary of Physical Effects
6.9.17

The Proposed Development will affect three landscape elements: coniferous forestry, deciduous
woodland, and rough grassland and moorland ground cover. The effects on these three elements
will be not significant.

6.10

Assessment of Effects on Landscape Character
Introduction

6.10.1

Landscape character is the distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in
a particular type of landscape, and the way that this pattern is perceived. Effects on landscape
character occur both on the site, where the pattern of elements that characterises the landscape
will be directly altered by the addition of the Proposed Development to the landscape; and off-site,
where visibility of the Proposed Development may alter the way in which this pattern of elements
is perceived. For example, if the Proposed Development is visible from an area of rounded hills
landscape type, the perceived experience of this area may be altered as visibility of the Proposed
Development introduces different external, contextual characteristics despite its physical location
in another, separate area.

6.10.2

It should be noted that levels of magnitude of change on landscape character receptors are generally
found to be lower than the magnitude of change on viewpoints that lie within these landscape
character areas. This means, for example, that if a viewpoint is assessed to undergo a medium-high
magnitude of change it does not necessarily follow that the landscape character area within which
it lies would also undergo a medium-high magnitude of change, but may undergo a medium
magnitude of change instead.

6.10.3

This is because the effects on viewpoints are assessed within the context of a specific outlook of the
Proposed Development and are usually specifically selected to gain a direct view over the site. The
landscape character of a receptor is not necessarily determined so specifically by the outlook over
the Proposed Development, and there are many other considerations, both visual and perceptual,
that may combine to give an area its landscape character. This means that the Proposed
Development may have a lesser degree of influence on landscape character than on a specific view.
This is particularly true of areas that lie slightly further away from the Proposed Development. In
the immediate vicinity of the site, up to around 2 km away - the magnitude of change on viewpoints
and landscape character is likely to be similar, but beyond this, the magnitude of change on
landscape character is found to often diminish more rapidly as the influence of the turbines is
subsumed in the many other influences on landscape character. Viewpoints are referred to in this
assessment as they give a useful indication of the appearance of the Proposed Development from
specific locations within the various landscape receptors, but the level of magnitude of change may
vary between the viewpoint assessment and the landscape character assessment.
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6.10.4

The assessment of effects on landscape character covers two groups of receptors, landscape
character types and units, and landscape planning designations. The effects on these receptors are
assessed below.

Farmed and Forested Slopes with Crofting – Lairg (LCT 145)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.5

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting LCT is found on upper hill slopes between the Dornoch
Firth and Loch Fleet, and the Lairg unit forms the north-westernmost part of the LCT. This landscape
is almost completely surrounded by rounded hills and sweeping moorland and flows LCTs and
provides something of a link between the Kyle of Sutherland, Strath Fleet and Strath Tirry units of
the strath LCT, which lie to the south, east and north respectively. The key characteristics of farmed
and forested slopes with crofting are described in the 2019 dataset. These are not all relevant to the
Lairg unit, as the principal area of this LCT arises further to the south-east, between the Dornoch
Firth and Loch Fleet; the most relevant key characteristics are quoted below.


“North-west/south-east grain of the landform of ridges and valleys [apparent only to a limited
degree; the three straths that converge at or near this LCT each have their own specific landform
orientation].



Elevated undulating basins lie at the foot of the rounded hills above Lairg and Bonar Bridge
valleys.



High proportion of woodland cover, with extensive conifer forest on ridges [apparent only to a
limited degree].



Particularly rough and coarse-textured landscape on upper hill slopes, comprising extensive
mixed semi-natural woodland and fragments of heath and wetter moss.



Numerous prehistoric and historic environment features.



The pattern of crofts and access roads reflecting the grain of the landform of ridges and valleys
with croft houses located on valley sides below the lower forest margin.



Density of housing increasing close to the larger settlements.



Semi-enclosed character of this well-wooded landscape with occasional views.



Attractive views from small roads high up the slopes, giving views to the Rounded Hills –
Caithness & Sutherland...”

6.10.6

The Lairg unit of this LCT provides a relatively settled, cultivated and textured ‘bowl’ of landscape
within its setting of much larger, more simple, unsettled, open and exposed rounded hills and
sweeping moorland and flows. It is particularly notable in its comparative level of development,
including the settlement and infrastructure of Lairg, several A-class roads, the railway line, masts on
the Ord, and the low-density but consistent features associated with the crofting agriculture around
Lairg. It is also distinguished by the drop in elevation in comparison with its context, and its
enclosure by surrounding higher ground.

6.10.7

Viewpoints 9 (Saval) and 20 (The Ord) lie within this receptor, while Viewpoint 10 (Rhian Breck,
Lairg) is just outwith its boundary and provides a useful outlook across the LCT.

6.10.8

While there are no wind farms within this receptor, there are several operational and consented
sites to the south, east and west. The closest is the operational wind farm at Lairg Estate, which lies
a minimum of around 700 m to the south-east. Adjacent to the south of Lairg Estate is the consented
site at Lairg II, a minimum of around 1.5 km from the receptor. To the west are the operational wind
farms at Achany and Rosehall, a minimum of just under 3 km and 6 km away respectively, and just
under 1 km to the south-west is the consented Braemore wind farm.
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6.10.9

Further away, the consented wind farm at Creag Riabhach is a minimum of 18.3 km to the north;
Gordonbush and Extension and Kilbraur and Extension are 23.7 km and 16.7 km to the east; and
Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are a minimum of 19.5 km to the south.

6.10.10

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting - Lairg has a medium value. It is not covered by any scenic
designations and lacks distinctive and well-defined innate attributes due to the variety of influences
and land uses that are apparent in the landscape. There is, however, value in the contrast between
this inhabited, settled landscape and the surrounding vast empty hills and moorlands, and the sense
of place that is evoked by this contrast. There is also local resource value in the extensive path
network and other recreational opportunities in the landscape.

6.10.11

This landscape has a medium susceptibility to the Proposed Development. This is due largely to its
relatively complex visual composition and landscape patterns, with which the Proposed
Development can provide a large-scale contrast. The association between the receptor and the
strath/sweeping moorland and flows landscape within which the site lies also heightens
susceptibility as the receptor relies to some degree on these surrounding moorland landscapes in
its characterisation. However, susceptibility is limited to a medium level by the large scale of the
underlying landform and topography of farmed and forested slopes with crofting - Lairg despite the
superimposed patterns of the landscape, as the uncomfortable scale comparisons that can arise
with more intimate landscapes will not be apparent.

6.10.12

The combination of a medium susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium value of
the landscape results in a medium sensitivity for farmed and forested slopes with crofting - Lairg.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.13

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.

6.10.14

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting - Lairg is a small LCT that forms an enclosed bowl
surrounded by elevated hill and upland moorland landform. Visibility of the Proposed Development
is almost all found on the upper slopes of these surrounding hills (e.g. Viewpoints 9, 10 and 20),
while the central bowl, within which Lairg lies, gains no theoretical visibility. This receptor gains
visibility from between around 4.5 km and 13 km away to the south of the Proposed Development.

6.10.15

Magnitude of change will vary within farmed and forested slopes with crofting - Lairg due to the
variable influence of the Proposed Development. Much of the receptor, including the central bowl
of Lairg, Achany Glen to the south, and Strath Fleet to the east will have no change due to lack of
visibility, and therefore influence, of the Proposed Development. The highest magnitude of change
will be intermittently medium-low, gained from areas of high visibility on the upper slopes and high
points towards the north of the receptor such as Viewpoint 9. This level of change arises from the
following considerations.


The landscape is currently characterised by crofting, and the Proposed Development will result
in perceived effects on this baseline character through the addition of new, unfamiliar features,
primarily the turbines, providing a visible influence of uncharacteristic elements in terms of
movement, materials, colour, and structures.



The turbines in the Proposed Development may lead to scale comparisons with the more
complex landscape patterns found in the crofting landscape.



The Proposed Development is likely to affect the following key characteristics of farmed and
forested slopes with crofting - Lairg as noted in the 2019 dataset; “Semi-enclosed character of
this well-wooded landscape with occasional views…Attractive views from small roads high up
the slopes, giving views to the Rounded Hills – Caithness & Sutherland”. These views will, in
some places, be affected by visibility of the Proposed Development and this can increase its
level of influence.
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6.10.16

6.10.17

Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



The low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding landscape ensures that the
vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will be very limited, thus
reducing its level of influence.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of this landscape will not be affected by the Proposed Development.



The development of the landscape means that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness
characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the greatest contrast.



The distance between the Proposed Development and farmed and forested slopes with crofting
- Lairg ensure that it will constitute a relatively minor feature in the setting to the receptor.

Other areas where there is visibility of the Proposed Development, including the eastern and
western high ground (e.g. Viewpoints 10 and 20) will have a maximum low magnitude of change
due to the diminishing influence of the Proposed Development.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.18

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of farmed and forested slopes
with crofting - Lairg will be not significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the
medium sensitivity of the receptor and the maximum medium-low magnitude of change upon it.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.19

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 12 km to the south-west and 15.6 km to the east respectively. There is no
visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.

6.10.20

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:


Achany wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around 3.7 km away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from
elevated areas at a minimum of around 19.5 km away;



Braemore wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 800 m away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum
of around 18.3km away;



Gordonbush and Extension/Kilbraur and Extension: negligible theoretical visibility;



Lairg Estate wind farm: fairly consistent visibility from a minimum of 700 m away;



Lairg II wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 1.5 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility, seen in the context
of Achany wind farm, from a minimum of around 12 km away;
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Rosehall wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around
8.3 km away; and



South Kilbraur wind farm: negligible theoretical visibility.

6.10.21

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension and
Kilbraur and Extension, and application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have
been discounted from the assessment due to the negligible/very limited and distant influence that
these wind farms will have on landscape character. Rosehall wind farm has been included as a small
cluster with Achany due to its proximity despite its very limited visibility. Creag Riabhach wind farm
has been considered in the assessment despite its very limited and distant influence. This is because
it is the only cumulative wind farm that lies to the north of the receptor, and is therefore more likely
to have some influence on landscape character than those distant sites that lie to the south, which
will be seen in the context of other operational and consented wind farms that lie considerably
closer to the receptor.

6.10.22

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg
Estate will have a medium-low/low cumulative magnitude of change, arising at those locations
where the Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent visibility of the
operational wind farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.23

6.10.24



The influence of the Proposed Development will be added to a landscape that has closeproximity operational wind farm influence in two aspects of its setting (south-east and southwest).



The Proposed Development will be seen in a part of the setting to the LCT - the northern aspect
- that is not affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around
the setting of the receptor.



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low/low level.


The Proposed Development itself will make a very limited contribution to the cumulative effect
as its influence is limited to very small parts of the receptor and it will have a not significant
effect on the landscape character of the LCT.



The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and they have a moderate
turbine size.



While the Proposed Development will introduce wind farm influence to the north, the great
majority of the setting will remain unaffected by wind farms, including the scenic views along
Loch Shin.



The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due to visibility of Braemore, Lairg II and Creag Riabhach wind farms. Braemore
and Lairg II both have high theoretical visibility at close proximity. Creag Riabhach may be seen from
limited, elevated parts of the receptor in clear conditions and when it is, it will add further wind
farm influence to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The
proximity and larger dimensions of the turbines at Lairg II increase its influence, while the location
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of Creag Riabhach in a part of the setting where there is no other wind energy development
increases its influence despite its distance from the receptor.
6.10.25

The cumulative magnitude of change is restricted to a medium-low level in this scenario primarily
by the limited and not significant influence of the Proposed Development, which ensures that it will
not be perceived as a readily apparent influence on landscape character. Other factors include the
distant influence of Creag Riabhach, the small number of wind farms visible, and the close
association of Lairg Estate and Lairg II, so that they will combine to appear as a single wind farm.
Lairg II and Braemore both lie within between operational wind farms at Achany and Lairg Estate
and are therefore within the southern aspect of the view that is already affected by operational
wind farms. It is also relevant that Creag Riabhach and the Proposed Development lie within the
same aspect of the view, and, on the occasions where they are both visible, will form a small
northern node of development. The great majority of the setting to the receptor will remain
unaffected by wind farm influence.

6.10.26

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium sensitivity of the
receptor and the medium-low/low (with operational wind farms) and medium-low (with
operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

Rounded Hills – Loch Shin (LCT135)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.27

The Loch Shin unit of the rounded hills LCT covers the southern side of Loch Shin, stretching from
Lairg in the east to Corriekinloch in the west, as well as the loch itself. Rounded hills, which is found
extensively across the central, southern and south-western parts of the study area, is formed of
higher and more defined rounded hills that lie adjacent to the lower and more gently undulating
and lower-lying sweeping moorland and flows LCT.

6.10.28

The Loch Shin unit is a long and relatively narrow linear area of rounded hills LCT. It lies on the
eastern edge of a vast area of this LCT that covers ground between Loch Shin in the east, Coigach
and Strath Mulzie in the west and close to Strath Rusdale in the south. The north-eastern boundary
of this unit follows the northern Loch Shin shoreline between Lairg and Corriekinloch, while the
south-western boundary broadly follows the ridgeline of high ground that separates Loch Shin from
Glen Cassley. This unit therefore consists of the high points along the ridgeline and the northeastern-facing slopes that drop down to Loch Shin from the ridge. The unit has been defined on the
basis of this distinctive landform and the resultant level of influence of the Proposed Development
that may be gained.

6.10.29

The key characteristics of rounded hills are described in the 2019 dataset. The majority of these are
relevant to the Loch Shin unit, and these are quoted below.


“Rolling hills forming broad, subtly rounded summits but with some more pronounced hills also
occurring.



Hills cut by numerous narrow burns and small lochans lie within dips, corries and on plateau
summits.



Predominantly dense heather ground cover and moorland grasses, but also some areas of bog.



Fragments of broadleaf woodland in inaccessible locations.



Scarcely settled with a largely uninhabited interior and widely scattered crofts and farms on
lower slopes adjoining straths and farmed landscapes.



Narrow glens and lower hill slopes often rich in archaeology with features such as standing
stones, brochs and medieval townships.

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-43

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

6.10.30



Convex character of hill slopes limiting distant visibility and views of the hill tops when travelling
through the landscape.



Views into the interior of the hills very restricted.



Strong sense of wild character can be experienced within the more remote and little modified
parts of this landscape.”

The description also includes the following specific comment in relation to the Loch Shin unit:
“There are several groups of hills within this Landscape Character Type which have distinct identities;


Swathes of more subtly rolling hills and moorland occur north-west of Strath of Kildonan, west
of Loch Shin and between Strath Fleet and the Dornoch Firth. Occasional pockets of flatter wet
peatland and more gently sloping ground occur within these areas. Some of the hills fringing
these more subdued areas are often prominent in views from adjoining settled Straths and
coastal areas despite being relatively low.”

6.10.31

The Loch Shin unit of rounded hills has a higher level of development than many areas of this LCT,
with coniferous forestry, tarmac roads, masts, hydroelectric generation infrastructure, transmission
lines, a fish farm and houses all lying within the unit. External influences of settlement and
coniferous forestry on the north side of Loch Shin, towards which the landform is orientated, also
add to the perception of development.

6.10.32

Viewpoints 11 (Sallachy), 13 (Track to Loch Sgeireach) and 19 (Maovally) lie within this receptor.

6.10.33

While there are no wind farms within this unit of rounded hills, there are several operational and
consented sites in the wider rounded hills LCT to the south and south-east. To the south are the
operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall, a minimum of around 2.2 km and 3.6 km away
respectively, and approximately 2.6 km to the south is the consented Braemore wind farm. Around
4.5 km to the south-east is the operational wind farm at Lairg Estate, adjoined by the consented site
at Lairg II. 8.5 km away to the north is the consented wind farm at Creag Riabhach.

6.10.34

The operational wind farms at Gordonbush and Kilbraur both lie over 21 km away to the east, with
Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche over 23 km away to the south. There is limited/very limited
visibility of these wind farms and at over 21 km away, they will not have a notable influence on
landscape character.

6.10.35

The Loch Shin unit of the rounded hills has a medium-high value; while it is not covered by any scenic
designations and contains elements of development and human influence such as coniferous
forestry and hydro-electric infrastructure, the central and western parts of it lie within the ReayCassley WLA. The landscape has scenic quality in its consistent and distinctive landscape
characteristics and in its setting to Loch Shin. The enclosure provided by this area of uplands to Loch
Shin is of value, as is the native woodland that has been planted on the Sallachy Estate. Recreational
use of tracks/paths and Loch Shin also contributes to the medium-high value

6.10.36

The susceptibility of rounded hills – Loch Shin is medium-high. This is a distinctive and relatively
undeveloped, remote upland landscape with little readily apparent built or moving development,
and the Proposed Development will contrast with this. However, the large scale and simplicity of
the landform and landscape patterns prevents a high susceptibility, as does the absence of a specific
association between this receptor and the site area.

6.10.37

The combination of a medium-high susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium-high
value of the landscape results in a medium-high sensitivity for rounded hills – Loch Shin.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.38

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.
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6.10.39

Rounded hills – Loch Shin gains theoretical hub height and blade tip visibility of the Proposed
Development from a minimum of around 4 km away (to the south-west) up to a maximum of around
25 km (to the north-west). This is reasonably consistent in the eastern and central parts of the
receptor but more intermittent towards the western end.

6.10.40

Magnitude of change will vary widely across rounded hills – Loch Shin due to the extensive nature
of the LCT and the resultant variable influence of the Proposed Development.

6.10.41

The highest magnitude of change will be gained from the northern edge of the eastern part of the
receptor, which is in closest proximity to the Proposed Development – between approximately 4 km
and 6.5 km away. Within this area, the level of change will be medium to medium-low with medium
being found on the closer area, dropping to medium-low as distance from the Proposed
Development increases. This area is largely occupied by Loch Shin (which is included within the
rounded hills – Loch Shin unit) but, does also cover a small part of the western lochside, including
the area around Viewpoint 11. This will arise as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.42



This part of rounded hills is a water-based (Loch Shin) and upland hill landscape, and the
Proposed Development will result in perceived effects on this baseline character through the
addition of new, unfamiliar features, primarily the turbines, providing a visible influence of
uncharacteristic elements in terms of movement, materials, colour, and structures.



On the land-based area – the western side of Loch Shin – the orientation of landform towards
the Proposed Development and the appearance of the Proposed Development in the open
aspect of the setting to the receptor is likely to increase its influence.



The influence of the Proposed Development on the water-based (Loch Shin) part of this
receptor is likely to be increased, as the character of waterbodies tends to be more affected by
surrounding features than land-based areas.



Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a maximum medium to medium-low level are
as follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



The low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding landscape ensures that the
vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will be very limited, thus
reducing its level of influence.



The key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive character of rounded
hills will not be affected by the Proposed Development. Importantly, the key characteristic of
“Strong sense of wild character can be experienced within the more remote and little modified
parts of this landscape” will not be affected as this part of rounded hills is not remote and lacks
the sense of wildness that is found elsewhere.



The development of the receptor and its location adjacent to a number of more developed
landscapes around Lairg means that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness characteristics with
which the Proposed Development would have the greatest contrast.



The distance between the Proposed Development and rounded hills – Loch Shin ensures that it
will constitute a relatively minor feature in the setting to the receptor.
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6.10.43

Around 6.5 km away from the Proposed Development, the magnitude of change will drop to a low
and then negligible level. This reduction in the level of change results from various factors including
the reduction in the extent of the setting that will be affected by the Proposed Development so that
the turbines become a less notable external influence on landscape character; the increased
distance between the Proposed Development and these parts of the receptor; the continued low
elevation of the turbines, which ensures that they will not appear as prominent vertical features;
and the increasing importance of other influences on landscape character as the Proposed
Development decreases in influence.

6.10.44

Viewpoints 13 and 19 lie within this area of low or negligible magnitude of change and illustrate
how the influence of the Proposed Development diminishes with distance.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.45

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the rounded hill – Loch Shin
LCT will vary. The effect on the great majority of the receptor, including almost all of the land-based
part of the landscape, will be not significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the
medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and the maximum low magnitude of change upon it. The
effect on the small part of the receptor that lies closest to the site – between around 4 km and
6.5 km away - will be significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium-high
sensitivity of the receptor and the medium to medium-low magnitude of change upon it.

6.10.46

A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to an
effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect on the areas of the LCT that have a
medium-low magnitude of change is judged to be significant because the Proposed Development
will have a defining effect on landscape character. This is largely due to of the orientation of
landform towards the Proposed Development and the appearance of the Proposed Development in
the open aspect of the setting to the receptor.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.47

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 13.2 km to the south-west and 19.5 km to the east respectively. There is no
visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.

6.10.48

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:


Achany wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the south-western
edge of the receptor, a minimum of around 2.2 km away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility
from the south-western edge of the receptor, a minimum of around 23.9 km away;



Braemore wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the south-western
edge of the receptor, a minimum of 4 km away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: Lairg Estate wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility across the
receptor from a minimum of 10.4 km away;



Gordonbush and Extension wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the
western area of the receptor, a minimum of 29 km away;



Kilbraur and Extension wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the
western area of the receptor, a minimum of 22 km away;



Lairg Estate wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility across the receptor from a minimum
of 4.7 km away;
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Lairg II wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility across the receptor from a minimum of
4.5 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: very intermittent and limited theoretical visibility at a minimum of
13.2 km away;



Rosehall wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the south-western
edge of the receptor, a minimum of around 3.9 km away; and



South Kilbraur wind farm: very intermittent and limited theoretical visibility at a minimum of
19.5 km away.

6.10.49

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension and
Kilbraur and Extension, and application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have
been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of visibility or negligible/very limited and
distant influence that these wind farms will have on landscape character.

6.10.50

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development in any
scenario will vary across the receptor. The highest cumulative magnitude of change in any scenario
will arise within the south-eastern edge of the receptor, where there is some intermittent mid-range
influence from the Proposed Development (between around 6 km and 8.5 km away), and
operational sites at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg Estate are also visible at close to mid-range (Achany
is the closest at a minimum of 2.2 km away while Lairg Estate is 4.7 km away). Consented sites at
Lairg II, Braemore and Creag Riabhach are also visible and will have some influence.

6.10.51

When the Proposed Development is added to operational wind farms, the cumulative magnitude of
change on this south-eastern area will be low/medium-low, arising at those locations where the
Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent visibility of the operational wind
farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.52



The mid-range influence of the Proposed Development (which will itself have a not significant
effect) on the character of parts of this area will be added to a landscape that has closeproximity and mid-range baseline wind farm influence to the south-east and south-west of its
setting.



The Proposed Development will introduce mid-range wind farm influence to the north-eastern
setting of the receptor, which is currently unaffected by wind energy development.



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change in this south-eastern part of
the receptor to a low/medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and they have a moderate
turbine size.



The influence of Achany and Rosehall wind farms is limited to very small areas.



The Proposed Development itself has a not significant effect on this area and has intermittent,
mid-range influence on landscape character.



While the Proposed Development will introduce new wind farm influence to the setting of the
receptor, the great majority of its context will remain unaffected by wind farms. The grouping
of operational wind farms to the south-east and south-west of the receptor is also beneficial in
this as it limits operational influence to one part of the setting of the LCT.
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The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

6.10.53

When consented wind farms are also considered, the level of change arising from the addition of
the influence of the Proposed Development to this south-eastern area will intermittently increase
to a maximum medium-low level. This increase is largely due to visibility of Lairg II due to its
proximity and the larger dimensions of the turbines, which increase its influence. Braemore also has
some limited influence, but Creag Riabhach will generally make a very limited contribution to
cumulative effects due to its distance and limited visibility from this area. This level of change will
only arise when the Proposed Development, the operational wind farms and Lairg II are readily
apparent and influential.

6.10.54

Other parts of the receptor will have a maximum low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change
due to the distant and limited to negligible influence of both the Proposed Development and the
cumulative wind farms (as seen in Viewpoints 11, 13 and 19). It is notable that Achany and Rosehall
wind farms have an otherwise very limited, and Lairg Estate and Lairg II wind farms are generally
seen peripheral to the main orientation of the landform of this landscape, where their influence is
reduced.

6.10.55

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-high sensitivity
of the receptor and the maximum low/medium-low (with operational wind farms) and medium-low
(with operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

Rounded Hills – Meallan Liath Mor (LCT 135)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.56

The Meallan Liath Mor unit of rounded hills LCT lies to the east and north-east of the Proposed
Development. This unit forms a broad crescent in the south-western part of a larger area of rounded
hills that covers the Ben Armine massif, extending from Loch Choire in the north to the River Brora
in the south. Landform across this wider area of rounded hills rises to a maximum of over 700 m
(Creag Mhor and Ben Armine) in its north-eastern part, while the hills in the Meallan Liath Mor unit
are a maximum of around 500 m AOD. This unit of moderately high hills encloses the sweeping
moorland and flows LCT that lies to the west, and also provides a band of peripheral ‘foothills’
around the higher ground of rounded hills that lies to the east and north-east, including Ben Armine
and Creag Mhor. While much of the unit is upland, with the hills generally reducing in height towards
the south, the River Brora cuts a broad swathe of lower ground across the southern part of the unit.

6.10.57

This unit has been defined on the basis that it both provides enclosure of lower ground to the west
and a peripheral ‘buffer’ around higher ground to the north-east, and is therefore a distinctive area
of landform in itself. The nature of the landform also in part determines the level of influence of the
Proposed Development that may be gained.

6.10.58

The relevant key characteristics of rounded hills as described in the 2019 dataset are quoted above
in relation to rounded hills – Loch Shin. The description includes the following specific reference to
views of these peripheral hills gained from the A836.
“The peripheral rounded hills…are more visible…from major routes such as the A9 and A836 and
from roads and settlement within the Straths – Caithness & Sutherland.”

6.10.59

The description also includes the following specific comments in relation to the Ben Armine Forest
area of this LCT. While the Ben Armine Forest lies largely outwith the Meallan Liath Mor unit, there
is some overlap and these comments are therefore of some relevance to Meallan Liath Mor.
“There are several groups of hills within this Landscape Character Type which have distinct identities;
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A group of substantially higher rounded hills lie in the Ben Armine Forest, close to the Lone
Mountain of Ben Klibreck. This is a particularly remote upland area distant from roads and
settlement…

6.10.60

…A strong sense of wild character can be experienced in the more remote and less modified parts of
the Landscape Character Type, especially in the remote Ben Armine Forest...”

6.10.61

There are no viewpoints within this receptor. However, Viewpoint 14 (Creag Mhor) looks towards
the Proposed Development across it and gives a useful overview of its appearance.

6.10.62

There are no wind farms within this unit of rounded hills. There are, however, several operational
and consented sites in the wider setting of the receptor: around 5 km to the north-west is the
consented site of Creag Riabhach; 6 km and 7 km to the south are the operational wind farm at Lairg
Estate and the consented site at Lairg II; 10 km, 12 km and 11 km to the south-west are the
operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall and the consented Braemore wind farm; 10 km to
the south-east is the operational Kilbraur Wind Farm and approximately 14.4 km to the east are the
operational and consented Gordonbush and Extension Wind Farms. The consented Creag Riabhach
wind farm lies around 5 km to the north-west.

6.10.63

The Meallan Liath Mor unit of the rounded hills has a medium-high value; while it is not covered by
any nationally recognised scenic designations, the northern and eastern parts of it lie within the Ben
Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA and a very small area to the north is within the Ben Klibreck and Loch
Choire SLA. The landscape also has value in its provision of the peripheral hill setting to the higher
and more remote landform, including Ben Armine and Creag Mhor, that lies to the north and northeast. Furthermore, the enclosure provided by this area of uplands to the lower western sweeping
moorland and flows is of value.

6.10.64

The susceptibility of rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor is medium-high. This is a distinctive and
relatively undeveloped upland landscape with little readily apparent built or moving development,
and the Proposed Development will contrast with this. However, the large scale and simplicity of
the landform and landscape patterns prevents a high susceptibility.

6.10.65

The combination of a medium-high susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium-high
value of the landscape results in a medium-high sensitivity for rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.66

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.

6.10.67

Rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor gains intermittent/very intermittent theoretical hub height and
blade tip visibility of the Proposed Development from a minimum of around 4.6 km away to a
maximum of around 12 km away. This is very intermittent, with visibility found on the west, southwest and north-west-facing slopes of the hills while views from the straths, east-facing slopes and
plateaux areas of the landscape are screened by landform.

6.10.68

Magnitude of change will vary widely across rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor due to the extensive
nature of the LCT and the resultant variable influence of the Proposed Development.

6.10.69

The highest magnitude of change will be gained from the western edge of the receptor, which is in
closest proximity to the Proposed Development – between approximately 4.6 km and 6.5 km away.
Within this area, the level of change will be intermittently medium to medium-low with medium
being found on the closer area, dropping to medium-low as distance from the Proposed
Development increases. This area constitutes the lower slopes of Creag Riabhach na Greighe,
Meallan Liath Mor, and Sidhean Achadh nan Eun.

6.10.70

This will arise as a result of the following considerations.
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6.10.71

6.10.72



The Proposed Development will result in perceived effects on the baseline upland hill character
of this landscape through the addition of new, unfamiliar features, primarily the turbines,
providing a visible influence of uncharacteristic elements in terms of movement, materials,
colour, and structures.



The sloping landform of the parts of the receptor that gain theoretical visibility of the Proposed
Development is orientated towards the Proposed Development and this is likely to increase its
influence.



While the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive character of
rounded hills will not be notably affected by the Proposed Development, there may be a minor
effect on the key characteristics of “Strong sense of wild character can be experienced within
the more remote and little modified parts of this landscape”, “A group of substantially higher
rounded hills lie in the Ben Armine Forest…This is a particularly remote upland area distant from
roads and settlement” and “…A strong sense of wild character can be experienced in the more
remote and less modified parts of the Landscape Character Type, especially in the remote Ben
Armine Forest...”. The lower, western part of the receptor that lies in closer proximity to the
Proposed Development is not within the Ben Armine Forest and is not particularly remote or
wild but does display these characteristics to a limited degree, and forms a peripheral edge to
the more remote, wild and elevated eastern parts of rounded hills.



There may also be a minor effect on the characteristic “The peripheral rounded hills…are more
visible…from major routes such as the A9 and A836 and from roads and settlement within the
Straths – Caithness & Sutherland” as the part of rounded hills that may be affected by the
Proposed Development is seen in views from the A836.



Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a maximum medium to medium-low level are
as follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



The low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding landscape ensures that the
vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will be very limited, thus
reducing its level of influence.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of rounded hills will not be notably affected by the Proposed Development, as
described above.



The distance between the Proposed Development and rounded hills – Meallan Liath Mor ensure
that it will constitute a relatively minor feature in the setting to the receptor.

Around 6.5 km away from the Proposed Development, the magnitude of change will drop to a low
and then negligible level. This reduction in the level of change results from various factors including
the reduction in the extent of the setting that will be affected by the Proposed Development so that
the turbines become a less notable external influence on landscape character; the increased
distance between the Proposed Development and these parts of the receptor; the continued low
elevation of the turbines, which ensures that they will not appear as prominent vertical features;
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and the increasing importance of other influences on landscape character as the Proposed
Development decreases in influence.
Significance of the Effect
6.10.73

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the rounded hill – Meallan
Liath Mor LCT will vary. The effect on the great majority of the receptor will be not significant due
to a combination of the factors considered in the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and the
maximum low magnitude of change upon it. The effect on the small part of the receptor that lies
closest to the site – between around 4.6 km and 6.5 km away - will be significant due to a
combination of the factors considered in the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and the
medium to medium-low magnitude of change upon it.

6.10.74

A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to an
effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect on the areas of the LCT that have a
medium-low magnitude of change is judged to be significant because the Proposed Development
will have a defining effect on landscape character. This is largely due to of the orientation of
landform towards the Proposed Development.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.75

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 21.5 km to the south-west and 10.6 km to the south-east respectively.
There is no visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.

6.10.76

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:

6.10.77



Achany wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of around 12 km away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility
from a minimum of around 29 km away;



Braemore wind farm: very intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 10.8 km away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from the northern
and southern extremities of the receptor, a minimum of 4.7 km away;



Gordonbush and Extension wind farm: very intermittent theoretical visibility from the eastern
area of the receptor, a minimum of 14.3 km away;



Kilbraur and Extension wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 10 km
away;



Lairg Estate wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 6.1 km away;



Lairg II wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 6.7 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: very intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 22 km away;



Rosehall wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of around 13 km away;
and



South Kilbraur wind farm: very intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of 10.7 km away.

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche and the application-stage wind
farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have been discounted from the assessment due to the
lack of visibility or negligible/very limited and distant influence that these wind farms will have on
landscape character.
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6.10.78

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development in any
scenario will vary across the receptor. The highest cumulative magnitude of change in any scenario
will arise within the western part of the receptor (between around 4.6 km and 6.5 km away from
the Proposed Development), where the Proposed Development will have an intermittent significant
effect.

6.10.79

In this area, there is also some intermittent visibility of operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg
Estate and Rosehall; the influence of these wind farms is, however, tempered by their distance from
the receptor. There is very limited (and distant) influence from the operational/under construction
wind farms at Gordonbush and Extension and Kilbraur and Extension.

6.10.80

Beyond this western edge, the influence of the Proposed Development will reduce due to its more
limited, intermittent and distant visibility. The influence of operational wind farms at Lairg Estate,
Achany and Rosehall will also reduce due to increased distance from these sites. Influence of
Gordonbush and Extension and Kilbraur and Extension will increase on the eastern edge of the
receptor due to increased proximity and visibility, but these sites remain relatively distant at a
minimum of over 10 km away.

6.10.81

The northern area of the receptor has very little notable influence from operational wind farms due
to distance – Achany wind farm is the closest at over 17 km away.

6.10.82

When the Proposed Development is added to operational wind farms, the maximum cumulative
magnitude of change on the receptor will be low/medium-low, arising on those western parts of
the receptor where the Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent
influence of operational wind farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.83



The mid-range influence of the Proposed Development (which will itself have an intermittent
significant effect) will be added to a landscape that has mid-range baseline wind farm influence.
The Proposed Development also lies closer to the western part of the receptor than operational
windfarms.



The Proposed Development will introduce mid-range wind farm influence to the western
setting of some parts of the western area, which is currently unaffected by wind energy
development.



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.



The elevated landform of parts of this receptor and its orientation to the west and south-west
ensure that there is generally high theoretical visibility of the operational wind farms, which
increases their influence.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change in this western part of the
receptor to a low/medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and relatively distant, and they
have a moderate turbine size.



The operational wind farms with a higher influence (Lairg Estate and Achany/Rosehall) are
grouped to the south of the receptor, and wind farm influence is therefore limited to one part
of the setting of the LCT and is not distributed around the setting to the receptor. From the
northern part of the western area of the receptor, the Proposed Development will be seen in
the same part of the setting as the operational wind farms.



While the Proposed Development will introduce new wind farm influence to the setting of the
receptor, the great majority of its context will remain unaffected by operational wind farms.
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The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

6.10.84

When consented wind farms are also considered, the level of change arising from the addition of
the influence of the Proposed Development to this western area will intermittently increase to a
maximum medium-low level. This increase is largely due to visibility of Lairg II due to its proximity
and the larger dimensions of the turbines, which increase its influence. Braemore also has some
influence, but this is limited and relatively distant, and Creag Riabhach has almost no visibility from
this western part of the receptor. It is relevant that Lairg II and Braemore both lie to the south of
the receptor and are therefore seen in relation to operational wind farms, thus avoiding the
introduction of wind farm influence to otherwise unaffected parts of the setting to the receptor.

6.10.85

Other parts of the receptor outwith this western area will have a maximum low/medium-low
cumulative magnitude of change in both the operational and operational and consented scenarios
due to the relatively distant and limited to negligible influence of both the Proposed Development
and the cumulative wind farms.

6.10.86

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-high sensitivity of
the receptor and the maximum low/medium-low (with operational wind farms) and medium-low
(with operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

Rounded Hills – North Strath Fleet (LCT 135)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.87

The north Strath Fleet unit of rounded hills LCT lies to the south-east of the Proposed Development.
This is a discrete and relatively small area of rounded hills LCT that rises to the north of strath –
Strath Fleet between Lairg and Rogart. This unit of rounded hills lacks the elevation and distinctive
landform of some other units, with Meall Dola (Viewpoint 12) forming the most notable summit at
323 m AOD.

6.10.88

The key characteristics of rounded hills as described in the 2019 dataset are quoted above in relation
to rounded hills – Loch Shin. While these are generally relevant to the north Strath Fleet unit, it
should be noted that the key characteristic “strong sense of wild character can be experienced within
the more remote and little modified parts of this landscape” is not applicable to this unit. It is also
important to note that the eastern end of the unit, towards Rogart, displays some characteristics of
a cnocan landscape and has a greater level of settlement and access than is generally found in
rounded hills.

6.10.89

The description includes the following specific reference to the units of rounded hills that enclose
Strath Fleet.
“The peripheral rounded hills…are integral components of the diverse scenic landscapes focussed on
Loch Fleet...They are more visible from…roads and settlement within the Straths – Caithness &
Sutherland.”

6.10.90

Viewpoint 12 (Meall Dola) is within this receptor.

6.10.91

There are no wind farms within this unit of rounded hills. There are, however, several operational
and consented sites in the wider setting of the receptor: 2.5 km and 3.5 km to the south-west are
the operational wind farm at Lairg Estate and the consented site at Lairg II, with the consented site
at Braemore slightly further away – around 7.5 km – also to the south-west. To the west are the
operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall, around 8 km and 10 km away respectively, while
5 km to the east is the operational Kilbraur and Extension. The operational Gordonbush and under
construction Gordonbush Extension are around 14.5 km to the north-east.

6.10.92

The north Strath Fleet unit of the rounded hills has a medium value; it is not covered by any scenic
designations and is not within an area identified as WLA. The landscape does, however, have value
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in its scenic setting to the northern side of Strath Fleet and the enclosure afforded to the lower-lying
strath landscape.
6.10.93

Rounded hills – north Strath Fleet has a medium susceptibility to the Proposed Development. This,
unusually for rounded hills, is due largely to the relatively textured topographical composition and
landscape patterns found in parts of the receptor, with which the Proposed Development can
provide a contrast. However, susceptibility is limited to a medium level by the large scale of the
underlying landform of the landscape and the absence of any specific association between the north
Strath Fleet unit and the landscape within which the Proposed Development lies.

6.10.94

The combination of a medium susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium value of
the landscape results in a medium sensitivity for rounded hills – north Strath Fleet.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.95

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.

6.10.96

The north Strath Fleet unit of rounded hills is a linear ridge that encloses the northern side of Strath
Fleet. Visibility of the Proposed Development is a minimum of 7 km away and is found only at the
western extremity of the LCT where it adjoins sweeping moorland and flows to the north and farmed
and forested slopes with crofting to the west. Viewpoint 12 lies within this area.

6.10.97

Magnitude of change will vary within rounded hills - north Strath Fleet due to the variable influence
of the Proposed Development. The great majority of the receptor, including the central and eastern
parts of the ridge, will have no change or, in very limited places, maximum low level of change due
to lack of or very limited and distant visibility, and therefore influence, of the Proposed
Development. The highest magnitude of change will be intermittently medium-low/low, gained
from areas of higher visibility at the western end of the receptor such as Viewpoint 12. This level of
change arises from the following considerations.

6.10.98



This is an upland hill landscape, and the Proposed Development will result in perceived effects
on this baseline character through the addition of new, unfamiliar features, primarily the
turbines, providing a visible influence of uncharacteristic elements in terms of movement,
materials, colour, and structures.



The Proposed Development may affect the following key characteristics of rounded hills - north
Strath Fleet; “Strong sense of wild character can be experienced within the more remote and
little modified parts of this landscape.” This effect will, however, be limited, as this part of
rounded hills is not particularly remote and lacks the sense of wildness that is found elsewhere.



Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a maximum medium-low/low level are as
follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



The low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding landscape ensures that the
vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will be very limited, thus
reducing its level of influence.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of this landscape will not be affected by the Proposed Development.
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The development of the landscape and its locations adjacent to a number of more developed
landscapes means that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness characteristics with which the
Proposed Development would have the greatest contrast.



The distance between the Proposed Development and rounded hills - north Strath Fleet ensure
that it will constitute a relatively minor feature in the setting to the receptor.

Significance of the Effect
6.10.99

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of rounded hills - north Strath
Fleet will be not significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium sensitivity
of the receptor and the maximum low/medium-low magnitude of change upon it.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.100

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms that
may theoretically have an influence on this receptor as described above. There is also theoretical
visibility of the application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur at 16 km and 4 km away
respectively.

6.10.101

Much of the visibility of these wind farms is gained from parts of the receptor (the central and
eastern parts) that will not be affected by the Proposed Development, although there is also
visibility of the western and south-western wind farms – Achany, Rosehall, Lairg Estate and Lairg II
– from the western end, where the Proposed Development is most visible.

6.10.102

The addition of the Proposed Development to any scenario will result in a maximum medium-low
cumulative magnitude of change due to the limited and relatively distant influence of the Proposed
Development, which ensures that its addition will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently
prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in views from these routes. The
small proportion of the receptor that gains theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is also
relevant.

6.10.103

The cumulative effect on views from these rounded hills – north Strath Fleet will be not significant
in any scenario due to a combination of the factors that lead to the maximum medium-low
cumulative magnitude of change on views and the medium sensitivity of the receptor.

Strath – Strath Tirry (LCT 142)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.104

As described in Section 6.6 of this Chapter, the Strath Tirry unit of strath is something of an anomaly
as it has a relatively broad, short shape, with the River Tirry running up the eastern side of the LCT
and a broad expanse of the LCT extending westwards to Loch Shin, a maximum of 3.5 km to the
west of the River Tirry. The watercourse of the River Tirry is not a major feature of the unit, although
there is locally distinctive valley landform along short stretches of the river in the eastern edge of
the unit. The southern and western parts of the unit, which slope gently down to the south, southwest and south-east, towards Loch Shin, are covered by the crofting communities around Achnairn
and Tirryside and characterised by improved grassland and low-density but consistent crofting
settlement.

6.10.105

As described previously, the eastern periphery of this unit has been reclassified by OPEN for the
purposes of this assessment as a composite LCT – strath/sweeping moorland and flows – due to the
absence of distinctive strath characteristics and the crossover with sweeping moorland and flows.

6.10.106

The key characteristics of strath are described in the 2019 dataset. These are relevant to the Strath
Tirry unit to varying degrees, and these are quoted below.
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6.10.107



Straths range from fairly straight deeply incised troughs to more winding valleys with a number
of minor side glens [note that this unit of strath is neither a deeply incised trough nor a winding
valley but does incorporate localised sections of winding valley].



River terraces and hummocky lower side slopes a common feature.



Water is a key characteristic with straths accommodating a central river meandering across the
floodplain, often traced by clumps of birch and alder [note that the River Tirry is not a central
feature in this unit of strath but runs along its eastern edge, irrespective of OPEN’s
reclassification].



Areas of wetland often present on the strath floors.



Smooth and fairly large pastures the predominant land cover on the floodplains of the straths,
commonly enclosed by wire fences.



Semi-improved pastures, heather and grass moorland and coniferous plantations covering lower
side slopes.



Increasing extent of moorland and woodland generally further up the straths, where the
floodplain narrows and settlement is sparser.



Smaller strip-fields present on often hummocky, lower side slopes and associated with croft
houses arranged in linear groups raised on terraces above the floodplain and sometimes backed
by woodland.



Some crofts within the straths more randomly dispersed or staggered on lower hill slopes.



Occasional small farms located in the broader and more fertile parts of the straths.



Settlement generally denser within the lower reaches of many straths, especially at bridging
points, on the coast and close to major roads.



Many areas rich in archaeology with cairns, roundhouses, brochs and old field systems, usually
found on side slopes.



Abandoned crofts, particularly within the upper straths and in narrow side glens.



Narrow roads, commonly aligned along the edge of the floodplain, from which views are
strongly channelled by the side slopes [note that the A836 and A838 run along the edges of the
unit, and views are not channelled by “side slopes” as the strath lacks notable valley landform].



Rounded Hills often forming prominent edges to the straths with shapely well-defined hills,
providing a distinctive skyline and scenic backdrop.



Highly scenic backdrop of mountains often revealed in some of the upper reaches of these
straths.”

The description also makes the following specific reference to Strath Tirry.
“…few are more open where they border the lower and more gently undulating sweeping moorland
and flows or are associated with larger loch basins…Strath Oykel and Strath Tirry are broader and
more open because of the relatively low and gently sloping rounded hills…and sweeping moorland
and flows which contain them.”

6.10.108

While there are no baseline wind farms within this receptor, there are several operational and
consented sites to the south-east and south-west. To the south-west are the operational wind farms
at Achany and Rosehall, a minimum of approximately 5.7 km and 7.7 km away respectively, and
around 6.7 km away is the consented Braemore wind farm. To the south-east are the operational
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wind farm at Lairg Estate, a minimum of around 5.8 km to the south-east and the consented site at
Lairg II, a minimum of around 6 km from the receptor. 10.8 km to the north is the consented Creag
Riabhach wind farm.
6.10.109

There is theoretical visibility of Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche but this is gained from over
25 km away and will have a very limited influence on landscape character. There is no visibility of
wind farms at Gordonbush and Extension and Kilbraur and Extension,

6.10.110

Viewpoints 1 (A836 Dalchork bird hide layby), 2 (A836 at Allt Chaiseagail Bridge), 3 (A836 south of
Dalmichy), 7 (Blarbuie) and 8 (Tirryside) lie within this receptor.

6.10.111

Strath – Strath Tirry has a medium value. It is not covered by any scenic designations and does not
display the distinctive key characteristics of strath to a notable degree. There is, however, some
value in the contrast between this low-lying, accessible landscape and the surrounding hills and
moorlands, and the sense of place that is evoked by this contrast.

6.10.112

This landscape has a medium susceptibility to the Proposed Development, due largely to the
relatively small scale of some landscape patterns (e.g. topography around watercourses, field
enclosure, and woodland pockets). However, susceptibility is limited to a medium level by the large
scale of the underlying landform and general lack of enclosure, despite the superimposed patterns
of the landscape and localised watercourse features, as the uncomfortable scale comparisons that
can arise with more intimate, enclosed landscapes will not be apparent.

6.10.113

The combination of a medium susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium value of
the landscape results in a medium sensitivity for strath – Strath Tirry.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.114

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.

6.10.115

Strath - Strath Tirry is a small LCT and gains fairly consistent theoretical hub height and blade tip
visibility of the Proposed Development other than from the south-west-facing area around
Achnairn, on the shore of Loch Shin, where landform screens views. This LCT lies to the west of the
Proposed Development, and theoretical visibility is gained from a minimum of around 400 m away
(to the west) up to a maximum of around 6.3 km (to the south).

6.10.116

Magnitude of change will vary within strath - Strath Tirry due to the variable influence of the
Proposed Development. The area around Achanirn will have no change due to lack of visibility, and
therefore influence, of the Proposed Development. The highest magnitude of change will be
intermittently medium or medium-high, gained from areas of high visibility at reasonable proximity
such as in the vicinity of Viewpoints 2, 3 and 7. A medium or medium-high magnitude of change is
more likely to arise on the part of the receptor that is closer to the River Tirry as here the strath
landform can gently direct views towards the Proposed Development, which lies on the eastern
edge of the strath. This level of change arises from the following considerations.


The landscape is currently largely characterised by a combination of extensive rough
grazing/moorland (largely to the north and east) and a crofting landscape (to the south and
west). In relation to both of these broad types, the Proposed Development will result in
perceived effects on baseline character through the addition of new, unfamiliar features,
primarily the turbines, providing a visible influence of uncharacteristic elements in terms of
movement, materials, colour, and structures.



The turbines in the Proposed Development may lead to scale comparisons with the more
complex landscape patterns found in the crofting areas of the receptor.



The Proposed Development is likely to affect the following key characteristic of strath - Strath
Tirry as noted by SNH; “Highly scenic backdrop of mountains often revealed in some of the upper
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reaches of these straths”. From some areas (e.g. the vicinity of Viewpoints 1, 2 and 3) the
Proposed Development will be seen in relation to the mountain skyline of Ben Klibreck, which
provides a strong external influence on the character of the LCT, and this can increase the level
of influence.


6.10.117

Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high or medium level are as follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



The low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding landscape ensures that the
vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will be very limited, thus
reducing its level of influence.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of this landscape will not be affected by the Proposed Development.



The generally large, sweeping scale, simplicity and lack of enclosure that characterise the
underlying nature of the receptor prevent the occurrence of uncomfortable scale comparisons
and provide an appropriate receiving environment for the Proposed Development.



The development of the landscape means that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness
characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the greatest contrast.

6.10.118

Elsewhere, outwith the River Tirry valley, and/or where the Proposed Development is partly
screened by landform or forestry, and/or is beyond around 4 km away from the Proposed
Development, the magnitude of change will be lower, a maximum of medium-low. This reduction
in the level of change results from various factors including the reduction in the extent of the setting
that will be affected by the Proposed Development so that the turbines become a less notable
external influence on landscape character; the lack of specific landform orientation towards the
Proposed Development; the increased distance between the Proposed Development and these
parts of the receptor; the continued low elevation of the turbines, which ensures that they will not
appear as prominent vertical features; and the increasing importance of other influences on
landscape character as the Proposed Development decreases in influence.

6.10.119

Viewpoints 1 and 8 illustrate how the influence of the Proposed Development diminishes according
to these criteria.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.120

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of strath - Strath Tirry will vary.
The effect on parts of the receptor (including areas within around 4 km where there is high visibility
of the Proposed Development, particularly along the River Tirry valley) will be intermittently
significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium sensitivity of the receptor
and the maximum medium-high magnitude of change upon it. Elsewhere, the effect will be not
significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium sensitivity of the receptor
and the maximum medium-low magnitude of change upon it.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.121

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 18.6 km to the south-west and 19.6 km to the south-east respectively.
There is no visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.
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6.10.122

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:


Achany wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except around Achnairn) at a minimum
of around 6 km away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except
around Achnairn) at a minimum of around 28 km away;



Braemore wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except around Achnairn) from a
minimum of 7 km away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of
around 12 km away;



Gordonbush and Extension/Kilbraur and Extension: no theoretical visibility;



Lairg Estate wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except around the southern end
of the receptor) from a minimum of 6.8 km away;



Lairg II wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except around the southern end of the
receptor) from a minimum of 7.4 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: negligible theoretical visibility;



Rosehall wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around
10.3 km away; and



South Kilbraur wind farm: no theoretical visibility.

6.10.123

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension and
Kilbraur and Extension, and application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have
been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of visibility or negligible/very limited and
distant influence that these wind farms will have on landscape character. Rosehall wind farm has
been included as a small cluster with Achany due to its proximity despite its very limited visibility.
Creag Riabhach wind farm has been considered in the assessment despite its limited and distant
influence. This is because it is the only cumulative wind farm that lies to the north of the receptor,
and is therefore more likely to have some influence on landscape character than those distant sites
that lie to the south, which will be seen in the context of other operational and consented wind
farms that lie considerably closer to the receptor.

6.10.124

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg
Estate will have a low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change, arising at those locations
where the Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent visibility of the
operational wind farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.125



The influence of the Proposed Development – a readily apparent wind farm that will itself have
a significant effect on the character of parts of the receptor - will be added to a landscape that
has wind farm influence in two aspects of its setting (south-east and south-west).



The Proposed Development will be seen in a part of the setting to the LCT - the eastern aspect
- that is not affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around
the setting of the receptor.



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.
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The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and they have a moderate
turbine size.



While the operational wind farms at Achany and Lairg Estate have fairly consistent theoretical
visibility from the receptor, their influence is in reality less apparent (as can be clearly seen at
Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8, which are within this receptor) due to the small parts of the wind
farms that are sometimes visible and screening by woodland, forestry, buildings and local
landform. They are also seen at some distance from the receptor and are not a consistently
apparent influence on landscape character.



While the Proposed Development will introduce wind farm influence to the east of the receptor,
the great majority of its setting will remain unaffected by wind farms.



The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

6.10.126

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due to visibility of Braemore, Lairg II and Creag Riabhach wind farms. Braemore
and Lairg II both have high theoretical visibility but this is at some distance and is often screened (as
can be seen at Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8). Creag Riabhach may be seen from limited, elevated parts
of the receptor in clear conditions and when it is, it will add further wind farm influence to the
cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The proximity and larger
dimensions of the turbines at Lairg II increase its influence, while the location of Creag Riabhach in
the northern part of the setting where there is no other wind energy development increases its
influence despite its distance from the receptor.

6.10.127

The cumulative magnitude of change is restricted to a medium-low level in this scenario primarily
by the limited influence of the cumulative wind farms. Other factors include the distant influence of
Creag Riabhach and the close association of Lairg Estate and Lairg II, so that they will combine to
appear as a single wind farm. Lairg II and Braemore both lie within between operational wind farms
at Achany and Lairg Estate and are therefore within the southern aspect of the view that is already
affected by operational wind farms. The great majority of the setting to the receptor will remain
unaffected by wind farm influence.

6.10.128

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium sensitivity of the
receptor and the medium-low/low (with operational wind farms) and medium-low (with
operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

Strath/Sweeping Moorland and Flows (formed by parts of LCTs 134/142)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.129

As described in Section 6.6 of this Chapter, the area of the site itself is considered to lie in a
composite LCT that displays characteristics of both strath and sweeping moorland and flows LCTs,
the boundary between which theoretically runs through the site. This LCT, identified by OPEN for
the purpose of this assessment, has been named as strath/sweeping moorland and flows.

6.10.130

This LCT covers areas that display the most innate strath characteristics along the eastern edge of
the strath - Strath Tirry LCT and part of the western edge of sweeping moorland and flows Dalnessie/Strath Tirry. The Feith Osdail, which runs into the River Tirry from the River Brora at
Dalnessie, is included in this LCT as well as the River Tirry as it displays characteristics of both the
strath and sweeping moorland and flows LCT.
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6.10.131

The key characteristics of this LCT are drawn from the 2019 dataset descriptions for strath and
sweeping moorland and flows, and are as follows.


“Straths range from fairly straight deeply incised troughs to more winding valleys with a number
of minor side glens.



River terraces and hummocky lower side slopes a common feature.



Water is a key characteristic with straths accommodating a central river meandering across the
floodplain, often traced by clumps of birch and alder.



Semi-improved pastures, heather and grass moorland and coniferous plantations covering lower
side slopes.



Increasing extent of moorland and woodland generally further up the straths, where the
floodplain narrows and settlement is sparser.



Gently sloping or undulating landform which lies generally below 350 metres.



Coniferous forest forming a dominant characteristic within some parts of this landscape
character type.



Ribbons of broadleaf woodland occasionally run along the water courses and loch edges.



Very sparsely settled with dispersed crofts, farms and estate buildings largely found on the outer
edges of this landscape or near a strath.



Vehicular tracks within parts of the landscape.



Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines offering extensive views across this landscape and
result in a feeling of huge space.



Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness &
Sutherland.



Views from the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic.”

6.10.132

This LCT displays some (but not all) of the land cover and landform characteristics of sweeping
moorland and flows and some of the watercourse associations (but again not all) of strath. The
mountain setting that is noted in relation to both of the LCTs is also apparent, although not to the
degree described. Coniferous forestry, found extensively on the site, may also be characteristic of
either LCT.

6.10.133

The site area does not display the remoteness, naturalness, expansiveness, exposure and long, open
views of sweeping moorland and flows, or the enclosure, cultivation and strong watercourse focus
of strath.

6.10.134

Viewpoint 4 (A836 north of Dalnessie entrance) lies within this receptor, while Viewpoints 1 (A836
Dalchork bird hide layby), 2 (A836 at Allt Chaiseagail Bridge), 3 (A836 south of Dalmichy) and 5 (A836
north of Rhian Bridge) are just outwith its boundary and provide a useful outlook across the LCT.

6.10.135

While are no wind farms within this receptor, there are several operational and consented sites to
the north-west, south-east and south-west. The closest is the operational wind farm at Lairg Estate,
which lies a minimum of around 6.9 km to the south-east. Adjacent to the south of Lairg Estate is
the consented site at Lairg II, a minimum of around 7.4 km from the receptor. To the south-west are
the operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall, a minimum of approximately 7.2 km and 9.4 km
away respectively, and around 8.6 km to the south-west is the consented Braemore wind farm.
Creag Riabhach wind farm is a minimum of around 10.5 km to the north-west.
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6.10.136

There is no visibility of the more distant operational wind farm at Gordonbush and Extension, and a
small area of visibility of Kilbraur and Extension from the eastern extremity of the Feith Osdail valley,
16.4 km away.

6.10.137

Viewpoint 4 is located on the exposed western edge of strath/sweeping moorland and strath and
illustrates the higher type of visibility that may be gained of Achany, Rosehall, Lairg Estate, Lairg II
and Braemore wind farms from this unenclosed part of the LCT.

6.10.138

Strath/sweeping moorland and flows has a medium value. It is not covered by any scenic
designations and lacks distinctive and well-defined innate attributes due to the composite nature of
the landscape. There is, however, some value in the contrast between this low-lying, accessible
landscape and the surrounding hills and moorlands, and the sense of place that is evoked by this
contrast. There is also some local resource value in the network of forestry tracks that provides
recreational opportunities in the landscape.

6.10.139

This landscape has a medium susceptibility to the Proposed Development, due largely to the
relatively small scale of some landscape patterns (e.g. topography of minor watercourses, field
enclosure, access opportunities, which are primarily strath characteristics). However, susceptibility
is limited to a medium level by the large scale of the underlying landform of this landscape which is
more akin to sweeping moorland and flows than strath, despite the superimposed patterns of the
landscape, as the uncomfortable scale comparisons that can arise with more intimate landscapes
will not be apparent.

6.10.140

The combination of a medium susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium value of
the landscape results in a medium sensitivity for strath/sweeping moorland and flows.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.141

All four of the turbines and the infrastructure of the Proposed Development are located within the
strath/sweeping moorland and flows LCT, on its western edge, and the site area will therefore
undergo direct physical effects from the construction and operation of the turbines, access tracks
and hardstandings, met mast, borrow pits, energy storage system, switching station and control
room, as well as perceived effects that arise through visibility of the Proposed Development.

6.10.142

Strath/sweeping moorland and flows gains theoretical hub height and blade tip visibility of the
Proposed Development from on the site itself up to approximately 5.3 km away. This theoretical
visibility is fairly consistent other than at the eastern end of the Feith Osdail, around Dalnessie Lodge
and Keepers Cottage, where landform screens visibility. In some limited areas, including on the site
itself, mature coniferous plantation will screen visibility.

6.10.143

Magnitude of change will vary within strath/sweeping moorland and flows. The eastern end of the
receptor will have no change due to lack of visibility, and therefore influence, of the Proposed
Development.

6.10.144

In some areas, however, the level of change will be greater. The site area and its vicinity will have a
high magnitude of change due to both direct physical effects on the landscape and perceived effects
that rise through visibility of the Proposed Development. The high magnitude of change arises from
the following considerations.


The site area is an upland landscape of moorland and coniferous forestry with little evidence of
built form or development, and a resulting sense of exposure and remoteness. The presence of
the Proposed Development will result in a direct effect to this baseline character through the
addition of new, unfamiliar features, primarily the turbines but also construction operations
and infrastructure, providing a highly-visible, prevailing influence and introducing
uncharacteristic elements in terms of movement, materials, colour, and structures.



The construction of the Proposed Development will require the removal of 0.89 ha of deciduous
woodland, which is a characteristic element of the strath/sweeping moorland and flows
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landscape (it will also require removal of coniferous forestry but this is considered to have less
value as a key landscape element).

6.10.145



In addition to the physical effects, there will be a perceptual alteration to the character of the
landscape setting, arising from visibility of the colour, movement, scale, texture and form of the
turbines and other infrastructure, which are uncharacteristic of the landscape.



The Proposed Development is likely to affect the following key characteristic of strath/sweeping
moorland and flows; “Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines offering extensive views
across this landscape and result in a feeling of huge space”. The Proposed Development will be
seen in relation to the skyline in views from some parts of the receptor and may interrupt the
“extensive views…and huge space”.



The Proposed Development may affect the key characteristics “Consistent views to the distant
Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness & Sutherland” and “Views from
the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic”. However, this effect will be very
limited as many views from this composite receptor are restricted by landform, and the A836
only runs through it to the north of the Proposed Development. Moreover, the Caithness and
Sutherland lone mountains and rugged mountain massif and the most dramatic “distant
mountains” lie to the north of the Proposed Development. The A836 runs through this receptor
only to the north of the Proposed Development, and thus northwards views of the mountains
from the road will not be affected within this receptor. There may be some effect on views from
the southbound A836 to “distant mountains” that lie to the south, but the mountains seen in
these southwards views are notably further away and less dramatic and eye-catching than those
that lie to the north.



The location of the Proposed Development at the head of the Feith Osdail strath, with landform
channelled towards it (albeit very gently), is likely to increase its influence on this part of the
LCT.



Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development will lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development will lead to the introduction of
a new physical and perceptual influence on landscape character.

While the magnitude of change on the site and its vicinity will be high, there are factors that mitigate
the level of change to some extent, although these are not sufficient to reduce the level of
magnitude of change:


Woodland and forestry removal is limited to keyholing and minor felling for other infrastructure
features, and this key landscape characteristic will largely be retained.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of this landscape will not be affected by the Proposed Development. Importantly, the
effect on “Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif –
Caithness & Sutherland” and “Views from the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly
dramatic” will be very limited, as described above.



The generally large, sweeping scale, simplicity and lack of enclosure that characterise the
receptor prevent the occurrence of uncomfortable scale comparisons and provide an
appropriate receiving environment for the Proposed Development.
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The pattern of forestry and, in western areas, the external influence of human elements/wind
farms mean that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed
development would have the greatest contrast.



The merging of this relatively small LCT with the adjacent strath and sweeping moorland and
flows LCTs ensures that the Proposed Development does not appear to extend up to the
western boundary of the receptor, but appears in an extensive area of a similar landscape type.

6.10.146

A high magnitude of change is likely to extend to a maximum of approximately 1 km around the
turbines in the Proposed Development, although to the west this will be limited to around 500 m
due to the LCT boundary. To the north-east and south-east the high magnitude of change will extend
up to the site boundary, which is around 1 km from the nearest turbine. Viewpoint 4 lies within this
area (440 m from the nearest turbine) and illustrates the type of visibility that may be gained.

6.10.147

Beyond this immediate area, the magnitude of change will drop to a high-medium and then medium
level. This reduction in the level of change results from various factors including the reduction in the
extent of the setting that will be affected by the Proposed Development so that the turbines become
a less notable external influence on landscape character; the increased distance between the
Proposed Development and these parts of the receptor; and the increasing importance of other
influences on landscape character as the Proposed Development decreases in influence. There will
also be no physical effects on this part of the receptor, and effects on landscape character will arise
solely from visibility and perceived influence of the Proposed Development.

6.10.148

The extent of the various levels of magnitude of change will vary around the Proposed Development.
To the west, north-east and south-east the high magnitude of change will extend up to the LCT
boundary, which is a maximum of around 1 km from the nearest turbine. To the north, the high
magnitude of change will reduce to a medium-high level around 1 km from the nearest turbine and
a medium-high and then medium level of change will continue up to the LCT boundary, around
2.8 km from the nearest turbine.

6.10.149

The LCT is more extensive, in a linear fashion, to the south and east, where it follows the courses of
the River Tirry and Feith Osdail. In these directions, a medium-high and then medium magnitude of
change will extend to around 4 km away. To the east, visibility of the Proposed Development is very
gently channelled by landform, thereby increasing its influence on landscape character although this
is offset to some extent by the reducing visibility of the turbines due to landform screening.

6.10.150

Beyond around 4 km away, the magnitude of change to the south and east will drop to a mediumlow and then low level as the influence of the Proposed Development reduces with distance,
reduced visibility, and the reduced extent of the setting to the receptor that are affected by the
Proposed Development. The eastern end of the Feith Osdail gains no visibility, and there will be no
change on this area.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.151

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the strath/sweeping
moorland and flows LCT will vary. The effect on the majority of the receptor will be significant due
to a combination of the factors considered in the medium sensitivity of the receptor and the
medium, high-medium or high magnitude of change upon it. This effect will extend up to a maximum
of between approximately 400 m away (to the west) and 4 km (to the south and east) from the
nearest turbine. This effect will be long-term and reversible.

6.10.152

A combination of a medium magnitude of change and a medium sensitivity can lead to an effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect on the areas of the LCT that have a
medium magnitude of change is judged to be significant because the Proposed Development will
have a defining effect on landscape character.
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Cumulative Effects
6.10.153

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 15.7 km to the south-west and 20 km to the east respectively. There is no
visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.

6.10.154

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:


Achany wind farm: fairly consistent theoretical visibility (except the Feith Osdail valley) at a
minimum of around 7.2 km away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility
at a minimum of around 27 km away;



Braemore wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 9.6 km away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of
around 11.7 km away;



Gordonbush and Extension wind farm: no theoretical visibility;



Kilbraur and Extension wind farm: one small area of theoretical visibility at the eastern
extremity of the Feith Osdail valley, 16.4 km away;



Lairg Estate wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from the western part of the LCT (no
visibility from Feith Osdail) at a minimum of 7.1 km away;



Lairg II wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from the western part of the LCT (no
visibility from Feith Osdail) at a minimum of 7.8 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: very intermittent theoretical visibility from the northern part of the
LCT at a minimum of 19.9 km away;



Rosehall wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around 10.6 km away;
and



South Kilbraur wind farm: no theoretical visibility.

6.10.155

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension and
Kilbraur and Extension, and application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have
been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of visibility or negligible/very limited and
distant influence that these wind farms will have on landscape character.

6.10.156

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg
Estate will have a low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change, arising at those locations
where the Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent visibility of the
operational wind farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.


The influence of the Proposed Development, which is located within this receptor and will have
a significant effect on its character, will be added to a landscape that has baseline wind farm
influence to the south and south-west of its setting.



The Proposed Development will extend wind farm influence around the setting of the southern
and eastern parts of this receptor (from the northern part of the receptor it will be perceived
to the south, in the same part of the setting as the operational wind farms).



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.
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6.10.157

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and they have a moderate
turbine size.



While the operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate have theoretical visibility
from the receptor, their influence is in reality less apparent (as can be seen at Viewpoint 4,
which is within this receptor) due to the small parts of the wind farms that are sometimes visible
and screening by woodland, forestry, buildings and local landform. They are also seen at some
distance from the receptor and are not a consistently apparent influence on landscape
character.



While the Proposed Development will introduce new wind farm influence to the setting of the
receptor, the great majority of its context will remain unaffected by wind farms. The grouping
of operational wind farms to the south of the receptor is also beneficial in this as it limits
operational influence to one part of the setting of the LCT.



The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

6.10.158

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due to visibility of Braemore, Lairg II and Creag Riabhach wind farms, all of
which have intermittent theoretical visibility at some distance. Creag Riabhach may be seen from
limited parts of the receptor in clear conditions and when it is, it will add further wind farm influence
to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The proximity and larger
dimensions of the turbines at Lairg II increase its influence, while the location of Creag Riabhach in
the northern part of the setting where there is no other wind energy development increases its
influence despite its distance from the receptor.

6.10.159

The cumulative magnitude of change is restricted to a medium-low level in this scenario primarily
by the relatively distant and limited influence of the cumulative wind farms. Other factors include
the close association of Lairg Estate and Lairg II, so that they will combine to appear as a single wind
farm and the location of Lairg II and Braemore between operational wind farms at Achany and Lairg
Estate and are therefore seen within the southern aspect of the view that is already affected by
operational wind farms. The great majority of the setting to the receptor will continue to remain
unaffected by wind farm influence.

6.10.160

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium sensitivity of the
receptor and the medium-low/low (with operational wind farms) and medium-low (with
operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

Sweeping Moorland and Flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry (LCT 134)
6.10.161

Sweeping moorland and flows is a flat or gently undulating landscape that weaves around a number
of other LCTS in the study area. In many places this LCT abuts rounded hills, and the transition
between these LCTs is generally subtle and gradual. The Dalnessie/Strath Tirry unit of the sweeping
moorland and flows LCT covers the swathe of relatively low-lying land that is found between The
Crask in the north and Saval in the south, and extends to the shore of Loch Shin in the west and
Dalnessie estate house in the east. This unit is enclosed by the higher and more dramatic landform
of rounded hills (Loch Shin and Meallan Liath Mor units) to the west and east.

6.10.162

The Dalnessie/Strath Tirry unit occupies the south-western part of a very extensive and irregular
area of sweeping moorland and flows that extends from the north coast down to Rogart. The unit
has been defined on the basis of the broad, low-lying bowl that it roughly forms, based around the
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River Tirry, and through which the A836 runs. This bowl, or broad corridor, provides the immediate
setting to the Proposed Development, and its identification as a specific area of landscape is
therefore considered to be important.
6.10.163

6.10.164

The key characteristics of sweeping moorland and flows are described in the 2019 dataset. These
are largely relevant to the Strath Tirry/Dalnessie unit, and these are quoted below.


“Gently sloping or undulating landform which lies generally below 350 metres.



Occasional isolated hills of limited height form local landmark features.



Lochs and mature, meandering rivers.



Very distinct flora, dominated by sphagnum mosses, produced by the wetness and infertility of
the flows.



Areas of peat cuttings and hagging.



Pockets of improved grazing, mainly within the outer fringes of sweeping moorland.



Coniferous forest forming a dominant characteristic within some parts of this landscape
character type.



Ribbons of broadleaf woodland occasionally run along the water courses and loch edges.



Very sparsely settled with dispersed crofts, farms and estate buildings largely found on the outer
edges of this landscape or near a strath.



Vehicular tracks within parts of the landscape.



Wind farms, transmission lines, the A9 and a network of minor roads are key features within the
more modified outer fringes within Caithness.



Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines offering extensive views across this landscape and
result in a feeling of huge space.



Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness &
Sutherland.



Great sense of exposure on areas of flat peatland on upland plateau.



A strong sense of remoteness is associated within the largely uninhabited, inaccessible core
flows and moorlands of this landscape..”

The description also includes the following specific comments in relation to this unit.


“…Single track roads, such as the A836, cut through areas of sweeping moorland in the west.”



“Views from the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic.”

6.10.165

The A836 corridor alters the character of this unit, reducing its sense of remoteness and exposure
due to the appearance and noise of traffic. This influence of human development affects not only
the area immediately along the road but also more distant areas that may otherwise be perceived
as very remote, such as Cnoc an Alaskie (Viewpoint 17). Extensive commercial forestry and
deforestation operations also affect the perception of remoteness and inaccessibility of this
landscape.

6.10.166

Viewpoints 5 (A836 north of Rhian Bridge), 6 (A836 south of Crask) and 17 (Cnoc an Alaskie) lie
within this receptor.

6.10.167

A small part of the consented wind farm at Creag Rhiabach lies within the northern extremity of this
unit of sweeping moorland and flows, while the operational and consented sites at Achany,
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Braemore, Lairg Estate, Lairg II and Rosehall are a minimum of 5.2 km, 6.2 km, 3.8 km, 4.6 km and
7.6 km away to the south and south-west. Visibility of these wind farms is generally intermittent
across the receptor.
6.10.168

There is no visibility of the more distant operational wind farm at Gordonbush, and some very
intermittent theoretical visibility of Kilbraur and Extension from a minimum of approximately 15 km
away.

6.10.169

The Strath Tirry/Dalnessie unit of sweeping moorland and flows has a medium-high value; while it
is not covered by any scenic designations and contains elements of development and human
influence such as coniferous forestry and the A836, a small area in the northern parts of it lie within
the Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA. The landscape also has scenic quality in its distinctive landscape
characteristics and strong innate character, both physical and perceived. Recreational use of
tracks/paths also contributes to the medium-high value

6.10.170

The susceptibility of sweeping moorland and flows - Strath Tirry/Dalnessie unit is medium-high. This
is a distinctive and relatively undeveloped, sometimes remote, landscape and the Proposed
Development will contrast with this. However, the large scale and simplicity of the landform and
landscape patterns prevents a high susceptibility, as does the presence of the large-scale human
influence of coniferous forestry.

6.10.171

The combination of a medium-high susceptibility to change of the landscape and the medium-high
value of the landscape results in a medium-high sensitivity for sweeping moorland and flows - Strath
Tirry/Dalnessie.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.172

The Proposed Development lies outwith this receptor and effects will therefore arise from changes
to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the Proposed
Development rather than as direct physical effects on landscape character.

6.10.173

Sweeping moorland and flows - Dalnessie/Strath Tirry gains intermittent theoretical hub height and
blade tip visibility of the Proposed Development from a minimum of around 1 km away (to the east)
up to a maximum of around 14.8 km (to the north-west).

6.10.174

Magnitude of change will vary widely within sweeping moorland and flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry
due to the extensive nature of the LCT and the resultant variable influence of the Proposed
Development.

6.10.175

Extensive areas of the receptor are shown on the ZTV to gain no visibility, including high ground to
the east and west of the A836 at Crask, the slopes that run down to Loch Shin north of Achnairn,
the area around the headwaters of the River Brora and Dalnessie Lodge, and the area around Loch
Tigh na Creige, north-east of Lairg. These areas will have no change due to lack of visibility, and
therefore influence, of the Proposed Development.

6.10.176

In some areas, however, the level of change will be greater. The highest magnitude of change will
be on the area that is closest to the Proposed Development, between around 1 km and 4 km away,
where the level of change will be medium-high to medium. The main areas where this level of
change will be found are to the north-east (around Loch na Fuaralachd) and south-east (around Loch
Beannach) of the Proposed Development, where sweeping moorland and flows – Dalnessie/Strath
Tirry is at closest proximity to the turbines. Smaller areas of the receptor to the north and west that
lie between around 1.6 km and 4 km away from the Proposed Development will also have a
medium-high to medium magnitude of change. Elsewhere, to the south and east, the setting to the
Proposed Development is covered by strath and strath/sweeping moorland and flows LCTs rather
than sweeping moorland and flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry.

6.10.177

Viewpoint 5 lies just on the outer edge of this area of medium-high or medium magnitude of change
to the north of the Proposed Development, and illustrates the type of visibility of the Proposed
Development that may be gained.
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6.10.178

6.10.179

The medium-high or medium magnitude of change arises from the following considerations.


The landscape is currently largely characterised by extensive tracts of rough grazing, moorland
and forestry, and has a sense of remoteness and few notable human activities or features, and
the Proposed Development will result in perceived effects on this baseline character through
the addition of new, unfamiliar features, primarily the turbines, providing a visible influence of
uncharacteristic elements in terms of movement, materials, colour, and structures.



The Proposed Development is likely to affect the following key characteristic of sweeping
moorland and flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry; “Long, low and largely uninterrupted skylines
offering extensive views across this landscape and result in a feeling of huge space”. The
Proposed Development will be seen in relation to the skyline in views from some parts of the
receptor (as seen in Viewpoint 5) and may interrupt the “extensive views…and huge space”.



The Proposed Development may affect the key characteristics “Consistent views to the distant
Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif – Caithness & Sutherland” and “Views from
the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly dramatic”. However, this effect will be very
limited as the great majority of the receptor lies to the north of the Proposed Development, as
do the Caithness and Sutherland lone mountains and rugged mountain massif and the most
dramatic “distant mountains”. The A836 runs through sweeping moorland and flows only to the
north of the Proposed Development, and thus northwards views of the mountains from the
road will not be affected within this receptor. The only area where the Proposed Development
may affect views towards the elevated northern mountains is the small area of the receptor
that lies to the south-east of the site, around Loch Beannach. There may also be some effect on
views from the southbound A836 to “distant mountains” that lie to the south, but the
mountains seen in these southwards views are notably further away and less dramatic and eyecatching than those that lie to the north.



The Proposed Development may affect the key characteristics “Great sense of exposure on
areas of flat peatland on upland plateau” and “A strong sense of remoteness is associated within
the largely uninhabited, inaccessible core flows and moorlands of this landscape” as when seen
at reasonable proximity the turbines can affect the sense of exposure and remoteness.



Where cumulative wind farms are visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead
to an increase in wind farm influence on the receptor and conversely, where cumulative wind
farms are not visible, the addition of the Proposed Development can lead to the introduction of
a new influence on landscape character.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high or medium level are as follows.


There will be no direct physical effects on this receptor, and effects are perceived only.



There is no specific landform orientation or association between this receptor and the area of
landscape that is covered by the Proposed Development.



As seen in Viewpoint 5, the low elevation of the turbines in relation to the surrounding
landscape ensures that the vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed Development will
be very limited, which is of particular importance in this massive, open, and exposed landscape
where vertical elements can be prominent and contrasting features.



The great majority of the key characteristics that are important in the creation of the distinctive
character of this landscape will not be affected by the Proposed Development. Importantly, the
effect on “Consistent views to the distant Lone Mountains and Rugged Mountain Massif –
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Caithness & Sutherland” and “Views from the…A836…to the distant mountains are particularly
dramatic” will be very limited, as described above, due to the location of the Proposed
Development at the southern end of the receptor.


The generally large, sweeping scale, simplicity and lack of enclosure that characterise the
receptor prevent the occurrence of uncomfortable scale comparisons and provide an
appropriate receiving environment for the Proposed Development.



The pattern of forestry and, in southern areas, the external influence of human elements/wind
farms mean that it lacks the unspoilt remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed
development would have the greatest contrast.



Visibility of the Proposed Development will be limited in many areas by the gentle folds of
landform found in sweeping moorland and flows, as seen to some degree in Viewpoint 5.
Forestry also provides a screening influence from many areas.

6.10.180

Between around 4 km away (where the receptor extends to this distance from the Proposed
Development) the magnitude of change will drop to a medium-low and then low level. This
reduction in the level of change results from various factors including the reduction in the extent of
the setting that will be affected by the Proposed Development so that the turbines become a less
notable external influence on landscape character; the increased distance between the Proposed
Development and these parts of the receptor; the continued low elevation of the turbines, which
ensures that they will not appear as prominent vertical features; and the increasing importance of
other influences on landscape character as the Proposed Development decreases in influence.
Visibility of the Proposed Development will be limited in many areas by the landform of sweeping
moorland and flows, which often screens lower towers and hubs, while forestry also provides a
screening influence from many areas. There are also extensive parts of the receptor that are shown
on the ZTV to gain no visibility of the Proposed Development.

6.10.181

Viewpoints 6 and 17 lie within this more distant part of the receptor, and illustrate how the influence
of the Proposed Development diminishes with distance.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.182

The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the sweeping moorland and
flows – Dalnessie/Strath Tirry LCT will vary. The effect on the great majority of the receptor will be
not significant due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium-high sensitivity of the
receptor and the maximum medium-low magnitude of change upon it. The effect on the part of the
receptor that lies closest to the site – between around 1 km and 4 km away - will be significant due
to a combination of the factors considered in the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and the
medium or medium-high magnitude of change upon it.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.183

The location of operational and consented wind farms around this receptor is described in the
baseline description above. In addition to these wind farms, application-stage sites at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur lie at 18.9 km to the south-west and 20 km to the east respectively. There is no
visibility of other application stage or relevant scoping stage wind farms.

6.10.184

The theoretical visibility of these wind farms is described below:


Achany wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around 5.4 km
away;



Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche wind farms: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility at a
minimum of around 26 km away;
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Braemore wind farm: limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 6.5 km
away;



Creag Riabhach wind farm: the southern part of this wind farm lies within this LCT and has
intermittent theoretical visibility;



Gordonbush and Extension wind farm: no theoretical visibility;



Kilbraur and Extension wind farm: very limited and intermittent theoretical visibility from a
minimum of 15.5km away;



Lairg Estate wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 4.1 km away;



Lairg II wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility from a minimum of 4.8 km away;



Meall Buidhe wind farm: intermittent and limited theoretical visibility at a minimum of 18.9 km
away;



Rosehall wind farm: intermittent theoretical visibility at a minimum of around 8.8 km away; and



South Kilbraur wind farm: very intermittent and limited theoretical visibility at a minimum of
16.7 km away.

6.10.185

Operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension and
Kilbraur and Extension, and application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South Kilbraur have
been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of visibility or negligible/very limited and
distant influence that these wind farms will have on landscape character.

6.10.186

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to
operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate will vary across the receptor. In the
southern part, south of the Proposed Development, the level of change will be medium-low, arising
at those locations where the Proposed Development is seen in conjunction with readily apparent
visibility of the operational wind farms. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.10.187



The influence of the Proposed Development, which will have a significant effect on the
character of parts of this area, will be added to a landscape that has reasonably close-proximity
baseline wind farm influence to the south and south-west of its setting.



The Proposed Development will introduce close-proximity wind farm influence to the northern
setting of the receptor, which is currently unaffected by wind energy development.



The Proposed Development varies from the operational wind farms in terms of scale, extent,
layout and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change in the southern part of the
receptor to a medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that may affect the landscape character of the receptor
to a notable degree is limited (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) and they have a moderate
turbine size.



While the operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate have theoretical visibility
from the receptor, their influence is in reality less apparent due to the small parts of the wind
farms that are sometimes visible and screening by woodland, forestry, buildings and local
landform.



While the Proposed Development will introduce new wind farm influence to the setting of the
receptor, the great majority of its context will remain unaffected by wind farms. The grouping
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of operational wind farms to the south of the receptor is also beneficial in this as it limits
operational influence to one part of the setting of the LCT.


The separation of the Proposed Development from baseline wind farms ensures that
coalescence will not arise.

6.10.188

The maximum cumulative magnitude of change on the northern part of the receptor, north of the
Proposed Development, will be low. This part of the receptor is a minimum of over 11 km away
from the operational wind farms, where their influence will be considerably reduced, and the
influence of the Proposed Development is also limited towards the northern end of the receptor.
Visibility of the Proposed Development and operational wind farms is intermittent, and where it is
visible, the Proposed Development will be broadly seen in the same southern aspect of the setting
to the LCT as the operational wind farms, thus avoiding the extension of wind farm influence around
the setting. Viewpoints 5, 6 and 17 illustrate the distant and limited level of visibility of operational
wind farms (and in the case of Viewpoints 6 and 17, the Proposed Development itself) from this area
of the receptor.

6.10.189

The cumulative magnitude of change will also vary across the receptor when consented wind farms
are considered as well as operational sites. In the southern part of the LCT, the level of change arising
from the addition of the Proposed Development will intermittently increase to a maximum medium
level. This increase is largely due to visibility of Lairg II due to its proximity and the larger dimensions
of the turbines, which increase its influence. Braemore also has some limited influence, but Creag
Riabhach will make a very limited contribution to cumulative effects due to its distance and limited
visibility from this area. This level of change will only arise when the Proposed Development, the
operational wind farms and Lairg II are readily apparent and influential.

6.10.190

The cumulative magnitude of change in the northern part of the LCT, when the Proposed
Development is added to consented wind farms as well as operational wind farms, will be a
maximum of medium-low. This increase over the low level of change found in the northern area
with operational wind farms only is due largely to the influence of Creag Riabhach, which lies partly
within the northern end of the receptor. This means that where both the Proposed Development
and Creag Riabhach are visible, two wind farms could be seen in the setting to the receptor, one to
the north and one to the south, so that wind farms could be influential in either direction.

6.10.191

This level of change is limited to a medium-low level by the distance between the two wind farms
– approximately 13 km – which ensures that it is not possible for both wind farms to have a closeproximity influence; either one will be close-proximity and the other will be relatively distant, or
both would be influential at mid-range (approximately 6.5 km away from each). Lairg II will also have
a minor influence on this scenario, but this is limited by the distance of Lairg II from this part of the
receptor (a minimum of around 13 km).

6.10.192

In the northern part of the receptor, the cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and
operational and consented wind farms will be not significant due to a combination of the factors
that lead to the medium-high sensitivity of the receptor and the low (with operational wind farms)
and medium-low (with operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude of change.

6.10.193

In the southern part of the receptor, the cumulative effect in the scenario of operational wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-high sensitivity
of the receptor and the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. However, when consented
wind farms are also considered, there may be an intermittent significant cumulative effect on the
southern part of the receptor, occurring where the Proposed Development, operational wind farms
and Lairg II are all influential.

Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA
6.10.194

The assessment of effects on the Ben Klibreck and Loch Coire SLA is based on the effect that the
Proposed Development may have on the ‘special qualities’ of the SLA. This is a separate assessment
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from that of the likely effects on landscape character. The effects on the LCTs that cover SLA can be
referred to in Table 6.3 and previous parts of this section of the LVIA.
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.10.195

The Ben Klibreck and Loch Coire SLA is a minimum of around 8.4 km to the north of the Proposed
Development. Viewpoints 14 (Creag Mhor) and 15 (Ben Klibreck) lie within the SLA.

6.10.196

Detailed citations for each of the 27 SLAs that lie within the THC administrative area are provided in
‘Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas’ (THC in partnership with SNH, 2011). These
citations describe each SLA in terms of its “key landscape and visual characteristics, the special
qualities for which it is valued, its key sensitivities to landscape change, and possible measures for
its enhancement.”

6.10.197

The citation for this SLA provides the following overview:
“One of several prominent lone mountains and mountain groups which rise dramatically from a sea
of surrounding moorland in central Sutherland, Ben Klibreck is notable for its distinctive western
profile. It rises like a great wave above Strath Vagastie and Loch Naver and is the dominant
landscape feature in this part of Sutherland. It is separated from the neighbouring Ben Armine Forest
by a lonely and secluded glen occupied by Loch Choire and Loch a’ Bhealaich. The slopes rising from
the southern shores of these lochs have fine remnants of native broad-leaved woodland.”

6.10.198

The key landscape and visual characteristics of the SLA are described as follows in the citation.
“A very large-scale, open and exposed landscape in which a prominent, high isolated mountains rise
conspicuously from the surrounding moorland with its very distinctive profile. The contrasting lower,
hill massif is characterised by less distinctive landforms. Exceptional panoramic views are available
from the high ridges and summits in clear conditions. Remote lochs occupy the trough between the
mountains.
At a broad level the landform is very simple. However at a more detailed level there is a diversity of
upland habitats characterised by mosaics of heathland and grassland, with frequent rocky outcrops,
screes and crags. Fragments of broadleaf woodland also occur on the lower ground that provides
shelter.
Pockets of gently sloping improved pasture fringe the shores of the two main lochs scattered with
mature trees and stone sheepfolds. Occasional coniferous plantations appear particularly
incongruous, contrasting in shape, colour and texture. This incongruity is particularly prominent
when viewing from the isolated hill tops and distracts from the open panoramas seen from these
areas.
The isolated mountains, the lowland enclosed between them, the open moorland, and the extremely
sparse settlement all contribute to a very strong sense of wildness within this area.”

6.10.199

The citation for the SLA also includes a description of the four ‘special qualities’ of the SLA. Table 6.6
lists these special qualities and assesses whether or not the Proposed Development will affect each
of them.
Table 6.6 – Special Qualities of the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA
Special Quality

Effect of the Proposed Development

Distinctive Mountains:

The Proposed Development will not directly
affect the form or landform profile of Ben
Klibreck, or the contrasting eastern slopes
around Loch Choire and Loch a’ Bhealaich.

The prominent mountain ridge of Ben Klibreck
is a popular Munro, fairly easy to climb from
Altnaharra. However the absence of
constructed tracks over the hill means the area
retains a strong sense of wildness…A
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Special Quality

Effect of the Proposed Development

conspicuous break of slope above the crags of
A ‘Chioch, topped by the summit cone of Meall
nan Con, form the distinctive stepped profile
seen in views from the south. Contrasting
eastern slopes form large grassy corries which
sweep more gently down to the shores of Loch
Choire and Loch a’ Bhealaich…

The Proposed Development will not introduce
constructed tracks over the hill of Ben Klibreck
or affect its innate sense of wildness.

The Ben Armine massif is less dramatic than
Ben Klibreck but the steep bounding slopes on
its eastern and northern sides provide a
contrast with the relatively flat Flow Country
beyond. This juxtaposition and vantage point is
given added significance by the fact that Ben
Armine is one of the most remote hill summits
in Scotland.

The Proposed Development may, however, be
seen in the context of the “distinctive stepped
profile of the hill [Ben Klibreck] seen in views
from the south”. The profile of Ben Klibreck
referred to here is the western shoulder,
where the crags of A ‘Chioch rise up to Meall
nan Con.

Secluded Glen with Network of Tracks:

The ZTV indicates that the Proposed
Development will not be seen from the glen of
Loch Choire and it will therefore not affect the
“strong sense of seclusion and wildness”. It will
not affect the tracks in the glen of Loch Choire,
or the native woodland remnants.

The glen of Loch Choire possesses a strong
sense of seclusion and wildness although
punctuated by the estate lodge. Landscape
and visual interest is enhanced by important
native woodland remnants. The glen also
contains through-routes for non-vehicular
traffic from Crask to Forsinard and numerous
tracks south of the Loch.
Extensive Views from Peaks and Summits:
Exceptional panoramic views from high ridges
and summits in clear conditions, extending to
the northern coastline and beyond, taking in
neighbouring peaks including Ben Hope and
Ben Loyal and vast areas of surrounding
moorland, the character of which is hard to
discern from lower levels.
Historic Landscape:
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The Proposed Development will not affect the
landform of Ben Armine, the vantage point of
the summit, or the contrast between Ben
Armine and the adjacent Flow Country.

There is some limited theoretical visibility of
blades of the Proposed Development turbines
from the “vantage point” of Ben Armine.
However, the Proposed Development will not
be seen in the context of the “steep bounding
slopes on its eastern and northern sides [that]
provide a contrast with the relatively flat Flow
Country beyond.”

Views to the northern coastline, including Ben
Hope and Ben Loyal and the “vast areas of
surrounding moorland”, will not be affected by
the Proposed Development.

The Proposed Development will not affect the
historic landscape of the SLA.
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Special Quality

Effect of the Proposed Development

This area contains the isolated remains of a
cleared township and a number of shielings
are located on the southern shore of Loch
Choire. The flatter area to the east of Ben
Kilbreck represents the southern extent of an
extensive prehistoric settlement that is
predominantly south of Loch Naver.
Accordingly, a number of roundhouses, a burnt
mound and a field system are recorded,
although the main area of settlement lies
outwith the boundary to the north.
6.10.200

This preliminary assessment indicates that the Proposed Development will have no effect on three
of the special qualities of this SLA; “Secluded Glen with Network of Tracks”, “Extensive Views from
Peaks and Summits” and “Historic Landscape”.

6.10.201

One aspect of the fourth special quality - “Distinctive Mountains” - may however be affected. The
effect of the Proposed Development on this special quality is referred to in the description of
magnitude of change, below.

6.10.202

The Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA has a medium-high value. This is due to its regionallyimportant scenic designation and the location of the SLA within the Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest WLA
(although it is important to note that the WLA is not a scenic designation). The landscape is of high
quality with a strong sense of place, sense of remoteness and notable scenic qualities, which have
remained largely intact due to limited internal development. The SLA has a medium-high
susceptibility to the Proposed Development, due largely to the contrast that the external influence
of the Proposed Development will have on the perception of remoteness within the SLA.

6.10.203

The combination of the medium-high susceptibility to change of the SLA and its medium-high value
results in a medium-high sensitivity for the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA.
Magnitude of Change

6.10.204

The Proposed Development is located outwith this receptor, and effects on the designated
landscape will therefore arise through visibility and external influence of the Proposed Development
rather than through direct effects on any of the physical elements and patterns that make up the
landscape. Effects on views towards the SLA are considered in the assessment due to the potential
for the Proposed Development to affect the special quality “Distinctive Mountains”, as the Proposed
Development may be seen in the context of the “distinctive stepped profile of the hill [Ben Klibreck]
seen in views from the south”.

6.10.205

Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from within the SLA, as shown on the ZTV, is
gained from between 8.6 km and around 17 km away and is very limited, being gained from a few
high points and ridgelines (including Meall nan Con, which is the high point of Ben Klibreck, Ben
Armine, Creag Mhor and Craig na h–Iolaire) and upper south-west-facing slopes. No visibility is
gained from the enclosed area around Loch Choire and Loch a’ Bhealaich; the lower slopes
throughout the SLA; and elevated north, east, north-east and north-west-facing slopes, and the
landscape character and special qualities of these areas will therefore not be influenced by the
Proposed Development.

6.10.206

It has been ascertained above that the Proposed Development may affect one aspect of one of the
special qualities of the SLA: “Distinctive Mountains”. The description of this special quality and the
aspect of it that may be affected by the Proposed Development are set out in Table 6.6 above.
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6.10.207

This aspect is:


“A conspicuous break of slope above the crags of A ‘Chioch, topped by the summit cone of Meall
nan Con, form the distinctive stepped profile seen in views from the south”.

6.10.208

In relation to this, the Proposed Development will be seen in the context of the “distinctive stepped
[western] profile of the hill [Ben Klibreck] seen in views from the south”, as can be seen at Viewpoints
2 and 3, which are located on the A836. In these views, the Proposed Development will affect this
aspect of this special quality. Viewpoint 1, further south on the A836; Viewpoint 9, at Saval;
Viewpoint 10, at Rhian Breck; and Viewpoint 20 at The Ord show the Proposed Development in the
context of the wider Ben Klibreck massif but not in relation to the distinctive upper western shoulder
of A ‘Chioch and Meall nan Con. In these views, there will be some effect on the special quality, but
this will be indirect and will not directly affect the most notable part of the landform.

6.10.209

There are also a number of viewpoints located to the south of Ben Klibreck where this mountain
forms a focal point in the view, and the Proposed Development is not seen in relation to its landform,
thus not affecting this special quality. These include Viewpoint 8, Tirryside; Viewpoint 11, Sallachy;
and Viewpoint 12, Meall Dola.

6.10.210

The effect on this aspect of this special quality will therefore vary, with the Proposed Development
being seen in relation to the distinctive upper western shoulder of Ben Klibreck in some views from
the south, while in other views it will not affect this most notable part of Ben Klibreck, or will not be
seen in the context of Ben Klibreck at all.

6.10.211

The magnitude of change on this one aspect of the special quality “Distinctive Mountains” will be
medium, as while some views of Ben Klibreck from the south will be affected by the Proposed
Development, others will not. The magnitude of change on the special quality as a whole will be
low, as just one aspect of the wide-ranging special quality is affected. Importantly, the aspect of the
special quality that will be affected is not concerned with the physical fabric or characteristics of the
SLA, but is an external, visual effect gained from outwith the designated area.
Significance of the Effect

6.10.212

The effect of the Proposed Development on the overall integrity of the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire
SLA will be not significant. This is because the Proposed Development will have a low overall
magnitude of change on one of the special qualities of the SLA and no effect on the other three
special qualities, and the combination of the low magnitude of change and the medium-high
sensitivity of the SLA leads to an effect that is not significant.

6.10.213

There will be a locally significant effect on the one aspect of the special quality that is affected - the
“distinctive stepped [western] profile of the hill [Ben Klibreck] seen in views from the south” - due to
a combination of the factors considered in the medium magnitude of change on this aspect of the
special quality and the medium-high sensitivity of the SLA. This local effect will not, however,
significantly affect the overall integrity of the SLA or the combination of the special qualities that
comprise the designated area.
Cumulative Effects

6.10.214

The aspect of the special quality of the SLA that is affected by the Proposed Development, as
described above, will not undergo cumulative effects. This is because there are no wind farms that
would contribute to cumulative effects on views towards the upper western Ben Klibreck landform
in conjunction with the Proposed Development. Creag Riabhach is the only wind farm that is located
in an area where it could contribute to such an effect, but it is not seen in relation to the crags of A
‘Chioch and Meall nan Con in views from the south.

6.10.215

There may be potential for cumulative wind farms to contribute to cumulative effects on other
special qualities, and aspects of special qualities, of the SLA. The Proposed Development will not,
however, affect these in any way as it will not have any effect on these other special qualities.

6.10.216

The cumulative effect on the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA is therefore not significant.
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6.11

Assessment of Effects on Wild Land

6.11.1

Wild land assessments have been carried out for three of the eight WLAs that lie within or partly
within the 40 km study area, and are included as Appendices 6.2a, 6.2b and 6.2c. The relevant WLAs
are Reay-Cassley (WLA 34), Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest (WLA 35) and Foinaven-Ben Hee (WLA 37).
These wild land assessments are included within separate appendices due to the length and
complexity of each of the assessments, whereby standalone reports are considered to present the
relevant information in the clearest and most accessible format. This also ensures that the LVIA
remains focussed on the key components of assessment that are set out in GLVIA3.

6.11.2

The wild land assessments have concluded that the effect of the Proposed Development on the
wildness qualities of these three WLAs will be not significant.

6.12

Assessment of Effects on Views
Introduction

6.12.1

Effects on views are the changes to views that result from the introduction of the Proposed
Development. The assessment of effects on views includes effects on the 20 viewpoints which
represent visibility of the Proposed Development from around the study area and effects on
principal visual receptors such as settlements and routes.

6.12.2

The viewpoint locations are shown in conjunction with the blade tip ZTV on Figures 6.7a to 6.7d and
with the hub height ZTV on Figures 6.8a to 6.8d. Visualisations have been prepared to meet the
requirements of both NatureScot (Visual Representation of Wind Farms Version 2.2, SNH, 2017) and
THC (Visualisation Standards for Wind Energy Developments, 2016), and the viewpoints are
illustrated in two separate volumes, NatureScot Viewpoints (Volume 3, Figures 6.15 to 6.34) and
THC Viewpoints (Volume 3, Figures 6.35 to 6.54).

6.12.3

All of the viewpoints are assessed in detail.

6.12.4

Section 6.6 of this Chapter identifies the principal visual receptors that have the potential to undergo
significant effects (including significant cumulative effects) and therefore require further
assessment. The effect on each of these principal visual receptors is assessed below. The other
principal visual receptors were found through the initial filtering process to not have the potential
to undergo a significant effect and have therefore not been assessed in any further detail.

Viewpoint 1 A836 bird hide layby
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.5

This viewpoint is located in a layby beside the A836 that provides parking for the Loch Shin bird hide,
which is accessed from this point by core path SU16.05. This view will be gained by people parking
to use the core path and the bird hide, and the same view will be gained by northbound travellers
on the A836, including cyclists following NCR1. This viewpoint is the first in a series of viewpoints on
the northbound A836 that have been included in order to illustrate the sequence of views towards
the Proposed Development.

6.12.6

This viewpoint is located within the strath – Strath Tirry LCT. The view to the north and north-west
is open and there are long, open views across sweeping moorland and flows and rounded hills to the
distinctive skyline landform of Ben Klibreck (Viewpoint 15). The foreground of the views is covered
by the strath LCT, and some characteristics of this landscape are seen in the dispersed houses, small
woodlands, field boundaries and varied land uses that are seen in this part of the view. The largescale landform and open, expansive landscape that underlie the relatively complex superimposed
patterns of the strath landscape are also apparent in this outlook. Beyond the strath is the expansive
band of sweeping moorland and flows that runs between Loch Shin and the rounded hills.
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6.12.7

To the west, views are largely screened by local woodland and other vegetation. Some of this
woodland is relatively recently planted and its screening effect is likely to increase notably in the
coming years, further restricting views from the layby.

6.12.8

The operational wind farm at Achany is theoretically visible to the south-west of this viewpoint at a
minimum of 6.2 km away. This visibility is, however, negligible and is not apparent in reality. A small
part of the consented wind farm at Braemore is also theoretically visible at a minimum of around
7.6 km to the south of the viewpoint but would be screened by woodland.

6.12.9

The consented wind farm at Creag Riabhach is theoretically visible to the west of the Proposed
Development, at a minimum of 18.7 km away, and is likely to be discernible in clear conditions.

6.12.10

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or formal viewpoint but is located at the start of a
signposted core path, and while it does not lie within a scenic designation, it overlooks the Ben
Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA and the mountains provide scenic focal points. Deer fencing and the
transmission line do, however, somewhat detract from the scenic qualities.

6.12.11

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
walkers following the core path or visiting the bird hide and cyclist (on NCR1) who are engaging in
outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.12

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.13

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 5.39 km away with all hubs visible, and will extend across less than 8-degrees of the
view. The turbines will be the only visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure
and forestry felling being screened by landform. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term
construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.14

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium for the following reasons.

6.12.15



The Proposed Development is seen at reasonably close proximity in a view that is currently
unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained by northbound
travellers on the road.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.



The turbines will contrast in scale with the relatively small-scale and complex landscape
patterns that are seen in some parts of the view, particularly to the north-west, where the
aspect is across the crofting landscape.



The turbines are seen in association with the Ben Klibreck massif, which forms a focal point in
the view, and are seen partly backclothed by landform and partly on the skyline, which can be
eye-catching.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces its vertical impact and
prominence in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 8-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.
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The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and
simple, thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the
turbines.



The Proposed Development is not seen in relation to the distinctive summit landform of Ben
Klibreck , thus reducing its effect on this focal point of the view, and moreover the tip height of
the turbines is below that of the summit of Ben Klibreck, which reduces their prominence in the
view and ensures that they are not ‘competing’ with this focal point.



The screening of turbine bases by forestry and landform prevents a sense of encroachment
towards the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a balanced composition,
and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with the
Proposed Development.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.16

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.17

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational and consented wind farms at Achany and Braemore have been discounted from the
assessment due to the lack of actual visibility as well as their location to the south/south-west of
the viewpoint, where they would not be seen by northbound travellers on the A836. There is no
visibility of application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.18

The consented wind farm at Creag Riabhach may, however, be visible in clear conditions, 18.7 km
to the north of the viewpoint, and the cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of
the Proposed Development to this wind farm will be low. This arises from the introduction of the
Proposed Development as a second wind farm into the view, with a higher level of visibility than
Creag Riabhach. It is limited to a low level by the distant and limited visibility of Creag Riabhach and
the very small number of wind farms that would be visible.

6.12.19

The cumulative effect in the scenario of ‘operational and consented’ wind farms will be not
significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change
on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

Viewpoint 2 A836 at Allt Chaiseagail Bridge
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.20

This viewpoint, the second in the series of viewpoints on the northbound A836, is located on the
A836, at the bridge over the Allt Chaiseagail burn. This view will be gained by northbound travellers
on the A836, including cyclists following NCR1.

6.12.21

This viewpoint is located in the Strath Tirry unit of strath which runs between Loch Shin and the
sweeping moorland and flows, covering the landform of Strath Tirry. This view displays the massive
sweeping landform, simple ground cover and land use, and open, extensive views that are typical of
sweeping moorland and flows landscape types. The landform of Ben Klibreck rises from this lowlying landscape as a focal point to the north of the viewpoint.
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6.12.22

To the north and north-west, the foreground of the view is covered by the strath LCT, and while it
does not display pronounced strath characteristics, some aspects of this landscape type are seen in
the local landform of the River Tirry valley and deciduous woodland planting. The large-scale
landform and open, expansive landscape that underlie the superimposed patterns of the strath
landscape are also apparent in this outlook. To the east, north-east and north-north-east is the
composite strath/sweeping moorland and flows LCT, typified by gradual sweeping slopes, lack of
enclosure and forestry plantations. Beyond the strath is the expansive band of sweeping moorland
and flows that runs between Loch Shin and the rounded hills.

6.12.23

To the west, views are largely screened by local woodland and other vegetation. This woodland is
relatively recently planted and its screening effect is likely to increase notably in the coming years,
further restricting views from the layby.

6.12.24

The operational and consented wind farms at Achany and Braemore are theoretically visible to the
south-west of the Proposed Development, at a minimum of approximately 8 km and 9.6 km away
respectively. All of the turbines at Braemore and the majority of turbines at Achany are screened by
woodland and have very limited visibility from the viewpoint. The consented wind farm at Creag
Riabhach is also theoretically visible to the north of the viewpoint, a minimum of 17 km away.

6.12.25

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or formal viewpoint but is located on NCR1, and
while it does not lie within a scenic designation, it does have a focal point of Ben Klibreck, which lies
within the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA. The view also has scenic qualities.

6.12.26

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
cyclist (on NCR1) who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.27

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.28

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 3.52 km away with all hubs visible, and will extend across less than 11-degrees of the
view. The turbines will be the only visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure
and forestry felling being screened by landform. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term
construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.29

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-high, for the following reasons.

6.12.30



The Proposed Development has a high level of visibility at reasonably close proximity in an
aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained by northbound
travellers on the road.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.



The turbines are seen in association with, and rise above, the summit and eastern shoulder of
Ben Klibreck, which forms a focal point in the view, and are seen partly backclothed by landform
and partly on the skyline, which can be eye-catching.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high level are as follows.


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces its vertical impact and
prominence in the view.
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The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 11-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and
simple, thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the



The screening of turbine bases by landform prevents a sense of encroachment towards the
viewpoint.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.



The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling northwards on the road, and will therefore
be transient.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.31

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium-high magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.32

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is no visibility of application stage wind farms in this view. The consented wind farm at
Braemore has been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of actual visibility of this site as
well as its location to the south/south-west of the viewpoint, where it would not be seen by
northbound travellers on the A836.

6.12.33

There is some actual visibility of Achany wind farm, and the addition of the Proposed Development
to this operational site will result in a negligible cumulative magnitude of change due to the very
limited visibility of Achany and its location to the south-west of the viewpoint, where it is not seen
by northbound travellers on the A836.

6.12.34

The consented wind farm at Creag Riabhach may be visible in clear conditions, 17 km to the north
of the viewpoint, in the direction of travel of the northbound A836, and the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to this wind farm as well as
Achany will be low. This arises from the introduction of the Proposed Development as a second
wind farm into the view, with a higher level of visibility than Creag Riabhach. It is limited to a low
level by the distant and limited visibility of Creag Riabhach and the very small number of wind farms
that would be visible.

6.12.35

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the negligible (with the
operational wind farm at Achany) and low (with Achany and the consented wind farm at Creag
Riabhach) cumulative magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the
viewpoint.
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Viewpoint 3 A836 south of Dalmichy
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.36

This viewpoint is the third in the series of viewpoints on the northbound A836, and is located at a
bend in the road approximately 1.8 km to the north of the previous viewpoint. This view will be
gained by northbound travellers on the A836, including cyclists following NCR1.

6.12.37

This viewpoint lies within the strath – Strath Tirry LCT, and some of the characteristics of this
landscape type can be seen towards the left of the view, where the local landform along the River
Tirry can be seen. Towards the right of the view, east of the A836, is the composite landscape of
strath/sweeping moorland and flows, where the watercourse-orientated strath landscape is
combined with more upland characteristics, including coniferous forestry. The strath and
strath/sweeping moorland and flows landscapes continue across the foreground and middle ground
of the view, surrounded by sweeping moorland and flows in all directions. Beyond this, the lone
mountains LCT of Ben Klibreck is a focal point on the skyline, and other enclosing sections of rounded
hills can also be seen. The property at Dalmichy, set in its associated woodland, can be seen just
under 500 m to the north of the viewpoint.

6.12.38

The operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are theoretically visible from this
viewpoint, all over 9 km away. However, Lairg is screened by woodland and all of these sites lie to
the south-east and south-west of the viewpoint where they are very unlikely to be seen by
northbound travellers. The operational wind farms at Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are also
theoretically visible but are seen from over 30 km away, outwith their own study areas, and lie to
the south of the viewpoint.

6.12.39

There is theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore, a minimum of 11.2 km to the
south-west; Lairg II, 9.8 km to the south-east; and Creag Riabhach, 15.4 km to the north-north-east.
Lairg II is likely to be largely screened by forestry, and moreover both Lairg II and Braemore lie
behind the northbound traveller on the A836. Creag Riabhach is seen as hubs only, with lower
towers screened by landform.

6.12.40

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or formal viewpoint but is located on NCR1, and
while it does not lie within a scenic designation, it does have a focal point of Ben Klibreck, which lies
within the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA. The view also has scenic qualities.

6.12.41

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
cyclists (on NCR1) who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.42

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.43

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 1.79 km away with all hubs visible, and will extend across around 21-degrees of the
view. The turbines will be the only visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure
and forestry felling being screened by landform and off-site forestry. If the off-site forestry is felled
during the lifetime of the Proposed Development, it is possible that the permanent met mast and
some on-site forestry removal would become theoretically visible. Tall cranes will be visible during
the short-term construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.44

The magnitude of change on this view will be high, for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development has a high level of visibility at reasonably close proximity in an
aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development.
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6.12.45



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained by northbound
travellers on the road and is seen in association with, and rise above, the Ben Klibreck massif,
which forms a focal point in the view.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the upland backdrop against which it is seen.



The turbines will be seen in relation to some smaller-scale landscape elements, which can lead
to scale contrasts.



The turbines are seen partly backclothed by landform and partly on the skyline, which can be
eye-catching.

There are factors that mitigate the effect of the Proposed Development to some extent, although
these are not sufficient to reduce the level of magnitude of change.


The screening of lower turbine towers by woodland and forestry reduces the overall visibility
and vertical impact of the Proposed Development. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed
Development also reduces vertical impact.



The screening of turbine bases by landform and woodland avoids the perception of the turbines
encroaching towards the viewpoint, thus giving a sense of separation.



The Proposed Development will affect a limited proportion (around 21-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will remain unaffected.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the landform setting of the Proposed Development
are large-scale and simple, thus avoiding scale comparisons.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.



The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling northwards on the road, and will therefore
be transient.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.46

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the high magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity
of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.47

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Lairg Estate has been discounted from the assessment due to the lack
of actual visibility of this site as well as its location to the south-east of the viewpoint, where it is not
seen by northbound travellers on the A836. There is no visibility of application stage wind farms in
this view.

6.12.48

There is some visibility of Achany and Rosehall wind farms, and the addition of the Proposed
Development to these operational site will result in a negligible-low cumulative magnitude of
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change due to the limited visibility of these wind farms (especially Rosehall) and their location to
the south-west of the viewpoint, where they are not seen by northbound travellers on the A836.
6.12.49

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a low level. This
is due largely to visibility of Creag Riabhach wind farm, which is likely to be visible in clear conditions,
15.4 km to the north of the viewpoint, in the direction of travel of the northbound A836. This arises
from the introduction of the Proposed Development as a second wind farm into the view, with a
higher level of visibility than Creag Riabhach. It is limited to a low level by the distant and limited
(hubs only) visibility of Creag Riabhach. There is also likely to be some visibility of consented wind
farms at Braemore and Lairg II, although the latter will be partly screened by forestry and both of
these sites lie to the south-east and south-west of the viewpoint where they are very unlikely to be
seen by northbound travellers.

6.12.50

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the negligible-low (with the
operational wind farms) and low (with operational and consented wind farms) cumulative
magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

Viewpoint 4 A836 north of Dalnessie entrance
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.51

This viewpoint is located towards the northern end of the site, slightly north of the northmost
turbine in the Proposed Development. This view will be gained primarily by southbound travellers
on the A836 but may also be seen at an oblique angle by northbound travellers. Similar views will
also be gained by travellers in both directions as they pass by the site.

6.12.52

This viewpoint lies on the cusp of the strath/sweeping moorland and flows and strath LCTs, just
within the former. Strath/sweeping moorland and flows extends across the forested eastern part of
the view where the watercourse-orientated strath landscape is combined with more upland
characteristics, including long, sweeping slopes of landform and coniferous forestry. The strath and
strath/sweeping moorland and flows landscapes continue across the foreground and middle ground
of the view, surrounded to the south and west by the enclosing rounded hills that lie to the south of
Loch Shin and Lairg., including the A836. Land to the west of the road is covered by strath – Strath
Tirry, and while few of the typical characteristics of the strath LCT are seen in the view, some local
landform along the River Tirry can be seen and the houses at Blarbuie (Viewpoint 7) indicate to some
degree the settlement patterns that are found in strath.

6.12.53

The operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are visible on the skyline to the
south and south-west from this viewpoint, all over 11 km away. The operational wind farms at Beinn
Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are also theoretically visible but are seen from over 32 km away,
outwith their own study areas. There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at
Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of 13.3 km and 12.1 km away respectively, both to the south of
the viewpoint. There is likely to be visibility of both of these sites, and particularly Lairg II, from the
viewpoint in clear conditions.

6.12.54

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
cyclist (on NCR1) who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.55

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.56

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the east and south-east of this
viewpoint from a minimum of 440 m away with all hubs visible, and will extend across approximately
45-degrees of the view. The turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-84

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Development, with the majority of infrastructure screened by landform and forestry. A small section
of the access track onto the A836 is likely to be visible towards the right of the view (this lies outwith
the required field of view for the photomontages and therefore cannot be seen on the
visualisations). Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.
6.12.57

6.12.58

The magnitude of change on this view will be high, for the following reasons:


The Proposed Development has a high level of visibility and vertical impact at close proximity.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the forested setting in which it is seen.



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
wind farm development.

There are factors that mitigate the effect of the Proposed Development to some extent, although
these are not sufficient to reduce the level of magnitude of change.


The screening of lower turbine towers reduces the overall visibility and vertical impact of the
Proposed Development. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development also reduces
vertical impact.



The Proposed Development is not seen in the open aspect of the view, to which the eye of the
viewer is drawn, but in a foreshortened and unremarkable aspect of the outlook, and as a result
the more eye-catching, extensive views to the south, east and west will remain unaffected.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landform setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and simple,
thus avoiding scale comparisons.



The lack of visibility of infrastructure due to screening by forestry and landform gives a
perceived separation from the viewpoint, reducing the sense of encroachment of turbines
towards the viewpoint.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.59

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the high magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity
of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.60

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
Cumulative effects will vary dependent on the direction of travel of viewers at this viewpoint. There
will be a negligible cumulative magnitude of change for people who gain this view as they travel
northwards as the Proposed Development will not be seen in conjunction with other wind farms.
The cumulative magnitude of change on views gained by people travelling southwards will,
however, be greater, and is described below.

6.12.61

There is no visibility of application-stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.62

For southbound travellers, the addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at
Achany, Rosehall and Lairg will have a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as
a result of the following considerations.
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6.12.63



The Proposed Development – an immediately apparent wind farm that will have a significant
effect itself – will be added to a view in which three operational wind farms are visible (albeit
that Achany and Rosehall are conjoined to a degree that ensures they appear as a single wind
farm).



The location of the Proposed Development in a part of the view (the eastern aspect) that is not
directly affected by operational wind farms will extend wind farm influence around the view.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting and the closer proximity of the proposed development in
comparison with the baseline wind farms will increase contrast and draw wind farm influence
closer to the viewpoint.



The location of the operational wind farms in the direction of views gained by southbound
travellers.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


The relatively distant visibility of the operational wind farms (the closest is a minimum of
11.4 km away) and the relatively moderate size of the turbines at these wind farms ensures that
their influence is limited.



The small number of operational wind farms and the grouping of the operational wind farms
within a restricted part of the view ensures that the great majority of the expansive outlook
remains unaffected by wind farm influence, and that wind farm influence is concentrated in one
aspect of the view.



While the Proposed Development will extend wind farm influence around the view to the east,
the majority of the view will remain unaffected by wind farms, including the north, west, northwestern and south-western aspects.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.

6.12.64

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change (for southbound travellers only) arising from the addition of the Proposed Development
will increase to a medium level. This increase is due largely to visibility of Lairg II wind farm, which
lies adjacent to Lairg Estate wind farm, a minimum of 12.1 km away, although Braemore will also
contribute to the effect.

6.12.65

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational wind farms will be not significant. For
northbound travellers this is results from the negligible cumulative magnitude of change while for
southbound travellers it is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low
cumulative magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.66

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational and consented wind farms will be not
significant for northbound travellers. It will, however, be significant for southbound travellers due
to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium cumulative magnitude of change on the
view, and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

Viewpoint 5 A836 north of Rhian Bridge
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.67

This viewpoint is located on the A836, just over 1.5 km to the north of Rhian Bridge. This view will
be gained by southbound travellers on the A836, including cyclists following NCR1.
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6.12.68

This viewpoint is located on the eastern side of Strath Tirry, in the band of sweeping moorland and
flows that runs between Loch Shin and Ben Klibreck, and views to the south and south-east displays
the massive sweeping landform, uniform ground cover, and open, extensive views that are typical
of this landscape type and the rounded hills that lies beyond. To the west of the viewpoint is
coniferous forestry that restricts views in this direction.

6.12.69

The mountainous focal points (such as Ben Klibreck) that are seen in the northwards views are
absent in this south-facing outlook, and the skyline is generally formed by the rounded hills that rise
to the south of Loch Shin and beyond Lairg.

6.12.70

The operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are theoretically visible on the
skyline to the south-east and south-west of this viewpoint, all over 13 km away. Achany and Rosehall
are, however, currently screened by forestry. Kilbraur wind farm is also theoretically visible but has
a negligible level of visibility at over 25 km away, while Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are
also theoretically visible but are seen from outwith their own study areas.

6.12.71

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of
15.7 km and 16.1 km away respectively, both to the south of the viewpoint. Braemore is unlikely to
have any visibility due to screening by landform and forestry but Lairg II may have visibility in clear
conditions.

6.12.72

This view has a medium-low value. It is not a marked or formal viewpoint and does not lie within or
overlook scenic designations but is located on NCR1 and this recognition implies some value to the
view. The view also has some scenic qualities.

6.12.73

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
cyclists (on NCR1) who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape. The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the
view and its medium-low value results in a medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.74

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 4.01 km away with all hubs visible, and will extend across approximately 8-degrees of
the view. The turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with
infrastructure being screened by landform and on-site forestry. A small area of the on-site forestry
removal required for the Proposed Development is theoretically visible but this is currently screened
by intervening woodland. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and
decommissioning phases.

6.12.75

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-high, for the following reasons.

6.12.76



The Proposed Development has a high level of visibility at reasonably close proximity in an
aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development, and the turbines will
form a new vertical focal point in the simple, horizontal landscape.



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained by southbound
travellers on the road.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland and forestry landscape setting in which it is seen, and is seen partly
backclothed by landform and partly on the skyline.



The turbines are seen in a similar landscape setting to that of the viewpoint, reducing the sense
of separation between the viewpoint and the Proposed Development.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high level are as follows:


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines are not prominent in the view, but are subservient to the viewer.
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The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 8-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will remain unaffected, and will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting seen in the view, including the immediate context of the Proposed
Development, is of a massive, simple scale, thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.



The Proposed Development is seen against a simple and large-scale part of the skyline that lacks
complex or eye-catching focal points from which the turbines could detract.



The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling southwards on the road, and will therefore
be transient.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.77

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium-high magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.78

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Kilbraur has been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of
actual visibility of this site.

6.12.79

There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe, behind
Rosehall wind farm at approximately 24 km away to the south-west. This visibility is, however, very
limited and is currently screened by forestry. There is no visibility of other application stage wind
farms in this view.

6.12.80

At present, the only operational wind farm that is visible in reality is Lairg Estate, 15.1 km away to
the south-east of the viewpoint, as Achany and Rosehall are screened by forestry. The addition of
the Proposed Development to this wind farm will have a low cumulative magnitude of change due
to the very small number of sites that are seen, the distant visibility of Lairg Estate, and the small
size of both the Proposed Development and Lairg Estate, which ensures that a very limited part of
the view is affected by wind farms.

6.12.81

Should forestry be felled, Achany and Rosehall wind farms may become theoretically visible, a
minimum of 13 km to the south-west of the viewpoint. In this case, the addition of the Proposed
Development to the operational wind farms at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg would have a mediumlow cumulative magnitude of change due to the following considerations.


The Proposed Development – a readily apparent wind farm that will have a significant effect
itself – will be added to a view in which three operational wind farms are visible (albeit that
Achany and Rosehall are conjoined to a degree that ensures they appear as a single wind farm).



The Proposed Development will be seen in a part of the view that is not directly affected by
operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around the view.
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6.12.82

The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting and the closer proximity of the Proposed Development in
comparison with the baseline wind farms can increase contrast and draw wind farm influence
closer to the viewpoint.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


The operational wind farms have relatively distant visibility (the closest is a minimum of 13 km
away) and have relatively moderate sized turbines, thus reducing their influence on the view.



The grouping of the operational wind farms within a restricted part of the view (the south-east
and south-west) ensures that the majority of the expansive outlook remains unaffected by wind
farm influence, and that wind farm influence is concentrated in one aspect of the view.



The peripheral location of Achany and Rosehall wind farms in relation to the orientation of
views from the A836 ensures that they would not be seen in the direct line of view for
southbound travellers.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



There is a limited number of cumulative wind farms – effectively two as Achany and Rosehall
appear as a conjoined development.

6.12.83

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change (for southbound travellers only) arising from the addition of the Proposed Development
will increase but will remain at a medium-low level. This increase is due largely to visibility of Lairg
II wind farm, which lies adjacent to Lairg Estate wind farm, a minimum of 15.7 km away. If forestry
was felled, Braemore wind farm would also make a very minor contribution to this effect. The
cumulative magnitude of change will remain medium-low because Lairg II is closely associated with
Lairg Estate and while the turbines are larger, it is slightly further away. Lairg II and Braemore also
lie within the aspect of the view that is affected by operational wind farms, and will not extend wind
farm influence any further around the view. These factors ensure that the addition of the Proposed
Development to the ‘operational and consented’ will not result in a cumulative magnitude of change
that is notably greater than that found in the ‘operational’ scenario.

6.12.84

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low
cumulative magnitude of change on the view in both scenarios, and the medium-high sensitivity of
the viewpoint.

6.12.85

A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can
lead to a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to
be not significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines
becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this
outlook.

Viewpoint 6 A836 South of Crask
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.86

This viewpoint is located on the A836, approximately 2 km south of the Crask Inn. This view will be
gained by southbound travellers on the A836, including cyclists following NCR1, and has been
included as it illustrates the vast, open view that is gained from the A836 as it drops and turns
eastwards around the western shoulder of Cnoc a Ghiubhais.

6.12.87

This viewpoint has an elevated location on the upper eastern side of Strath Tirry, from where very
long, open views across the massive, remote landscape of sweeping moorland and flows are gained.
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While forestry in the middle-ground provides some enclosure and containment, the elevation of the
viewpoint ensures that long views over the forestry are available and the distant southern, western
and south-western skyline has higher visibility than in views from lower locations. The southwestern backdrop of the view is formed by the long ridgeline of rounded hills that rises to the south
of Lairg and encloses the western side of Loch Shin. While the general trend of the landform in this
view is gently undulating, the Ben More Assynt massif rises behind the ridge to form a focal point to
the south-west of the viewpoint.
6.12.88

The operational wind farms at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg Estate are theoretically visible from this
viewpoint. Lairg Estate lies in the field of view of southbound travellers but lies 20.6 km away and
has negligible visibility due to landform screening. Achany and Rosehall are peripheral to the main
orientation of the view, and a minimum of 17.4 km away, but are visible in clear conditions on the
long, level ridgeline to the west of Loch Shin. Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are theoretically
visible but are seen from beyond their study areas.

6.12.89

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of
20.7 km and 21.1 km away respectively, both to the south of the viewpoint. Braemore is unlikely to
have any apparent visibility due to screening by landform but Lairg II is likely to have visibility in
clear conditions.

6.12.90

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or formal viewpoint but is located on NCR1, and
while it does not lie within a scenic designation, it does have scenic qualities and provides a
distinctive outlook across the moorlands with Ben More Assynt, within the Assynt – Coigach NSA,
as a focal point. This peak, and the other distant hills that form the distinctive skyline, also provide
scenic qualities.

6.12.91

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint will be high. People who gain the view will include
cyclists (on NCR1) who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape. The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the
view and its medium value results in a medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.92

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 9.57 km away, and will extend across approximately 3.5-degrees of the view. The four
hubs are just theoretically visible, with the towers largely screened by landform. The turbines will
be the only visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure and on-site forestry
removal being screened by landform. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction
and decommissioning phases.

6.12.93

The magnitude of change on this view will be low, for the following reasons.

6.12.94



The Proposed Development has a minor level of visibility in an aspect of the view that is
currently unaffected by wind farm development and thus extends wind farm influence around
the view.



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained by southbound
travellers on the road.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting in which it is seen.



The turbines are seen partly backclothed by landform and partly on the skyline.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low level are as follows.


The screening of turbine towers by landform reduces the overall visibility, prominence and
vertical impact of the Proposed Development.
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The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines are not prominent in the view, but are subservient to the viewer.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 3.5-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The Proposed Development is not seen in the vast, exposed open aspect of the view, to which
the eye of the viewer is drawn, but in a foreshortened and unremarkable aspect of the outlook,
and as a result the more eye-catching, extensive views across the sweeping moorland and flows
to the rugged mountain massif and rounded hills will remain unaffected.



The forestry and other human development (including wind farms) seen in the view ensures
that it lacks the unspoilt, remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed
Development would have the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and
simple, thus avoiding scale comparisons.



The presence of baseline wind farms in the view gained by southbound travellers ensures that
the Proposed Development will not introduce entirely new characteristics to the view.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint ensures that it will form a
relatively minor feature in the view.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.



The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling southwards on the road, and will therefore
be transient.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.95

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low magnitude of change on the view and the mediumhigh sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.96

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Lairg Estate and the consented wind farm at Braemore have been
discounted from the assessment due to the negligible influence that these wind farms have on the
view.

6.12.97

There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe, behind
Rosehall wind farm at 27.3 km away to the south-west. This visibility is negligible and distant, and
this wind farm has been discounted from the assessment. There is no visibility of other application
stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.98

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall have
a low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following considerations.


The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which two operational wind farms are
theoretically visible (albeit that they are conjoined to a degree that ensures they appear as a
single wind farm).
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6.12.99



The location of the Proposed Development in a part of the view (the eastern aspect) that is not
affected by operational wind farms extends wind farm influence around the view.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting and the closer proximity of the proposed development in
comparison with the baseline wind farms can increase contrast and draw wind farm influence
closer to the viewpoint.



The operational wind farms are located in the eye-catching open part of the view, to which the
eye of the traveller will be drawn.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low level.


The operational wind farms have relatively distant visibility (the closest is a minimum of 17.4 km
away) and relatively moderately sized turbines.



The Proposed Development itself has a very limited influence and not significant effect on the
view.



While the Proposed Development will extend wind farm influence around the view to the east,
the majority of the view will remain unaffected by wind farms, including the focal point of Ben
More Assynt.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



The number of cumulative wind farms – effectively one as Achany and Rosehall appear as a
conjoined development – is very limited.

6.12.100

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due to visibility of Lairg II wind farm, which lies adjacent to Lairg Estate wind
farm, a minimum of 21.1 km away. The cumulative magnitude of change will be restricted to a
medium-low level because the influence of Lairg II will be limited by distance, partial screening, and
the narrow field of view that it occupies. It is also relevant that Lairg II lies within an aspect of the
view – the south - that is already affected by wind energy development, and the long, open and
scenic views to the west and south-west will continue to remain unaffected. These factors,
combined with the limited and not significant effect of the Proposed Development itself, ensure
that the addition of the Proposed Development to the operational and consented scenario will not
result in a cumulative magnitude of change that is notably greater than that found in the operational
scenario.

6.12.101

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low (in the operational
scenario) or medium-low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of
change on the view, and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a mediumlow cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific
that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this outlook.

Viewpoint 7 Blarbuie
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.102

This viewpoint is located at a small group of properties that lies west-south-west of the site, and this
view will be gained by residents of the properties.
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6.12.103

While this viewpoint lies within the strath – Strath Tirry LCT, few characteristics of this landscape
type are apparent in the view other than a very gradual eastwards slope down to the River Tirry.
The outlook is in fact more typified by the massive open and simple moorland of sweeping moorland
and flows LCT which covers extensive parts of the central study area, including the area to the east,
beyond the site. Further away, the sweeping moorland and flows landscape is enclosed by rounded
hills, which forms much of the skyline around the view. The lone mountains LCT of Ben Klibreck is a
focal point on the skyline to the north, peripheral to the main outlook from the properties.

6.12.104

The operational wind farms at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg Estate are theoretically visible from this
viewpoint. Achany is the closest at a minimum of 10.2 km away to the south-west of the viewpoint,
largely screened by trees planting around the garden of properties at Blarbuie. Lairg Estate is a
minimum of 10.9 km to the south-east of the viewpoint and is visible on the skyline. Rosehall,
around 10.6 km away, has very limited visibility and is currently screened by woodland. Beinn
Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are theoretically visible but are seen from beyond their study areas.

6.12.105

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of
12.1 km and 11.4 km away respectively, both to the south of the viewpoint. While Braemore is
unlikely to have any apparent visibility due to screening by landform and vegetation, Lairg II is likely
to be seen in its skyline location. Creag Riabhach is also theoretically visible, 13.8 km to the north of
the viewpoint but is unlikely to have a notable effect on the view, seen as blades and three hubs
only.

6.12.106

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation. It does, however, have a strong sense of place due to its location within
and expansive view across the open moorland setting, surrounded by distant hills.The susceptibility
to change at this viewpoint will be high as people who gain the view will be residents of the
properties at Blarbuie.

6.12.107

This view has a high sensitivity. This is due to the residential nature of viewers, as the high
susceptibility of these receptors outweighs the medium value of the view.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.108

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the east of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 1.61 km away with all hubs visible, and will extend across approximately 23-degrees of
the view. While the turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development,
some elements of infrastructure are also visible, including the access track at the northern entrance,
on-site forestry removal around turbines 2 and 3, and the energy storage system, switching station
and control room to the right of turbine 4. Temporary elements including the southern entrance
compound, temporary construction compound and southern access track may also be visible during
the construction phase. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and
decommissioning phases.

6.12.109

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-high, for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development has a high level of visibility at reasonably close proximity in an
aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development is seen in the orientation of the view gained from the residential
properties and the turbines will form a new vertical focal point in the simple, horizontal
landscape.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland and forestry landscape setting in which it is seen.



The turbines are seen partly backclothed by landform and partly on the skyline.



Visibility of infrastructure adds to the influence of the Proposed Development on the view.
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6.12.110

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high level are as follows:


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines are not dominant in the view, and do not ‘loom’ over the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development will affect a limited proportion (approximately 23-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will remain unaffected, and will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting seen in the view, including the immediate context of the Proposed
Development, is of a massive, simple scale, thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition.



The Proposed Development is seen against a simple and large-scale part of the skyline that lacks
complex or eye-catching focal points from which the turbines could detract.



The Proposed Development will not affect views towards Ben Klibreck, which forms the most
notable landform focal point in the outlook.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.111

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium-high magnitude of change on the view and the high sensitivity
of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.112

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Rosehall and the consented wind farm at Braemore have been
discounted from the assessment due to the negligible influence that these wind farms have on the
view. There is no visibility of application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.113

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany and Lairg Estate
will have a low cumulative magnitude of change. This is due to the very small number of operational
sites that are actually visible, the distance of the operational sites from the viewpoint, and the
peripheral location of the operational sites in relation to the main (eastwards) orientation of the
view.

6.12.114

When the consented wind farms at Creag Riabhach and Lairg II are considered as well as operational
sites, the cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development
will increase to a medium-low level. This increase is due largely to visibility of Lairg II wind farm,
which lies adjacent to Lairg Estate wind farm, a minimum of 11.4 km away. Creag Riabhach will also
have some influence on the view, but this will be very limited. The cumulative magnitude of change
will increase to a medium-low level due to the following considerations.


The Proposed Development – a wind farm that will itself have a significant effect – will be added
to a view in which consented and operational wind farms are theoretically visible.



The Proposed Development is located in a part of the view (the eastern aspect) that is not
affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence into an otherwise
unaffected part of the view.
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6.12.115

6.12.116



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting and the closer proximity of the Proposed Development in
comparison with the baseline wind farms can increase contrast and draw wind farm influence
closer to the viewpoint.



The turbine dimensions at Lairg II are likely to increase its visibility over that seen at the
operational wind farms.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


The operational and consented wind farms are relatively distant from the viewpoint (the closest
is a minimum of 10.2 km away).



While the Proposed Development will introduce wind farm influence into an otherwise
unaffected part of the view, the majority of the outlook will remain unaffected by wind farms,
including the focal point of Ben Klibreck.



The limited horizontal field of view occupied by the Proposed Development is also beneficial in
the retention of extensive parts of the view with no wind farm influence.



The operational and consented wind farms are seen on the outer periphery of the main
eastwards orientation of the view from the houses.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



There is a small number of cumulative wind farms – effectively a conjoined site at Lairg
Estate/Lairg II, a very small part of Achany, and very limited visibility of Creag Riabhach.

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low (in the operational
scenario) or medium-low (in the operational and consented scenario) despite the high sensitivity of
the viewpoint. A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a high
sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect
is judged to be not significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not result in
wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic
in this outlook.

Viewpoint 8 Tirryside
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.117

This viewpoint is located on the minor road that provides access to Tirryside from the A838. Many
views from this area are screened to large degree by woodland, forestry and buildings, and this
specific location has been selected as it provides a relatively clear view towards the skyline on which
the Proposed Development will be seen. Further north on the road, theoretical visibility of the
Proposed Development is more limited and the skyline is partially obscured by buildings and
vegetation and visibility is more limited,

6.12.118

This viewpoint lies within the strath – Strath Tirry LCT, and houses, sheds, fences and fields, and
various land uses clearly illustrate the way that human activity has shaped this relatively complex
and domestic landscape. A power line also runs across the landscape in front of the viewpoint. The
River Tirry runs to the right of the viewpoint, and the very gently sloping landform that drops down
to the watercourse can be seen. Beyond the strath, strath/sweeping moorland and flows and then
sweeping moorland and flows itself cover the broad, shallow bowl of landform, rising to enclose the
peripheries, which then rise higher into rounded hills. Ben Klibreck is a notable focal point to the
north.
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6.12.119

The operational wind farms at Achany (a minimum of 7.1 km away) and Lairg Estate (7.7 km away)
can theoretically be seen from this viewpoint, but in reality have very limited visibility due to
landform screening. Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are theoretically visible but are seen from
just under 30 km away, just within their study areas, and will not materially contribute to cumulative
effects.

6.12.120

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg
II, a minimum of 8.8 km, 17.2 km and 8.1 km away respectively. Lairg II and Creag Riabhach are
unlikely to have any effect on the view due to very limited visibility and/or distance from the
viewpoint. Braemore may be visible but its influence will be limited by the small number of turbines
visible (three hubs and two blades).

6.12.121

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation. It does, however, have value due to its view towards the Ben Klibreck
and Loch Choire SLA, with Ben Klibreck as a focal point. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint
will be medium as the view will be gained by road-users.

6.12.122

This view has a medium sensitivity due to a combination of the medium value of the view and
medium susceptibility of viewers.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.123

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 4.18 km away with all hubs theoretically visible, although one is in reality screened by
forestry, and will extend across approximately 10-degrees of the view. The turbines will be the
principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure being screened by
landform and on-site forestry. A small area of on-site forestry removal required for the construction
of the Proposed Development is theoretically visible but this is currently not seen due to off-site
forestry screening. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and
decommissioning phases.

6.12.124

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-low for the following reasons.

6.12.125



The Proposed Development has visibility at reasonably close proximity in an aspect of the view
that is currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the crofting and forestry setting in which it is seen.



The turbine blades will be seen rotating above the middle-ground forestry, which can be eyecatching.



The turbines will be seen in the context of the foreground crofting landscape, which can lead to
scale comparisons.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.


Screening by forestry notably reduces the vertical impact and prominence of the Proposed
Development in the view. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development also
reduces its vertical impact and prominence.



The forestry provides separation between the Proposed Development and the viewpoint, so
that it does not appear to be encroaching towards the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (approximately 10-degrees) of
the open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will
continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.
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6.12.126



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale and simple.



The Proposed Development will not be seen in association with Ben Klibreck, which will remain
as the focal point in the view.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.

Should all of the screening forestry and woodland be felled during the lifetime of the Proposed
Development, the magnitude of change would increase to a medium level due to increased visibility
of the turbines.
Significance of the Effect

6.12.127

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant, due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view and the medium
sensitivity of the viewpoint. If, however, the forestry that currently largely screens the turbines is
felled and visibility increases notably as a result, the effect would become significant due to the
increase in the magnitude of change to a medium level.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.128

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is no visibility of application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.129

Visibility of operational wind farms is very limited and/or distant, and the addition of the Proposed
Development to operational sites will result in a negligible cumulative magnitude of change.

6.12.130

When consented sites are also considered, the inclusion of Lairg II and Creag Riabhach will not
increase the cumulative magnitude of change above a negligible level due to the very limited
visibility of these wind farms. However, when Braemore is considered, the cumulative magnitude of
change will increase to a low level, as there may be some visibility of this wind farm.

6.12.131

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the negligible (in the operational
scenario) and low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of change on
the view and the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint.

Viewpoint 9 Saval
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.132

This viewpoint is located on the minor dead-end road that provides access to Saval, north of Lairg.
There are several houses in this area, and the viewpoint has been included to represent the type of
visibility that may be gained from them. This specific location has been selected as it provides a
relatively clear view towards the skyline on which the Proposed Development will be seen.

6.12.133

This viewpoint lies on the cusp of several LCTs, at the transition between the more settled crofting
area and open, upland landscapes that lie beyond. It lies within the farmed and forested slopes with
crofting LCT, characterised by the rough grazing land and fences in the foreground of the view, but
is a peripheral, upland part of this LCT and the landscape also demonstrates characteristics of the
sweeping moorland and flows LCT that lies beyond. To the north and north-west the landscape
merges with the strath and strath/sweeping moorland and flows landscape within which the site
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lies. The lone mountains of Ben Klibreck is a focal point on the skyline to the north, while the rugged
mountain massif of Ben Hee provides interest to the north-west.
6.12.134

This road is unlikely to be used by many people other than residents of the houses at Saval and the
main receptors will therefore be the residents, who are likely to gain a similar view.

6.12.135

Operational wind farms at Achany, Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are
theoretically visible from this viewpoint. While these sites are all screened in this view by a
combination of local landform and vegetation, there is likely to be visibility of some of the
operational turbines from nearby locations, and they are therefore considered in the assessment.

6.12.136

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg
II, of which Creag Riabhach, a minimum of 19.6 km away to the north, is the only one that will be
visible in this specific view. As with the operational sites, however, they may be seen from nearby
locations and are therefore considered in the assessment.

6.12.137

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation. It does, however, have value due to its view towards the Ben Klibreck
and Loch Choire SLA, with Ben Klibreck as a focal point. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint
will be high as people who some people who gain the view, or a similar outlook, will be residents of
nearby properties.

6.12.138

The sensitivity of this viewpoint will be high, as the residential nature of some viewers outweighs
the medium value of the view.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.139

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 5.83 km away, and will extend across approximately 6-degrees of the view. The
turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure such
being screened by landform and on-site forestry. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term
construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.140

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium, for the following reasons.

6.12.141



The Proposed Development is visible at reasonably close proximity in an aspect of the view that
is currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland and upland backdrop against which it is seen.



The Proposed Development is seen in the context of the lower western shoulder of Ben Klibreck
(which forms a focal point in the view).



The turbines are seen almost completely backclothed by landform but with one blade tip on the
skyline, which can be eye-catching.



The turbines are seen in a similar landscape setting and at a similar elevation to that of the
viewpoint, reducing the sense of separation between the viewpoint and the Proposed
Development.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.


The screening of lower turbine towers by landform reduces the overall visibility, prominence
and vertical impact of the Proposed Development. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed
Development also reduces vertical impact and prominence in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 6-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.
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The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and
simple, thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the
turbines.



The Proposed Development is not seen in relation to the distinctive summit and upper western
shoulder landform of Ben Klibreck and thus has a limited effect on this focal point of the view.
The tip height of the turbines is also well below that of the higher ground and summit of Ben
Klibreck, which reduces their prominence in the view and ensures that they are not ‘competing’
with this focal point.



The backclothing of turbines by landform also reduces prominence in the view.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines and the absence of visibility of
infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with the Proposed Development.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.142

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of change on the view and the high sensitivity of
the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.143

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is theoretical visibility of the application stage site at Meall Buidhe but this is negligible and
gained from over 18 km away and it is therefore discounted from the assessment. There is no
visibility of other application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.144

As noted above, Crag Riabhach is the only wind farm to be theoretically visible in this specific view,
but the other wind farms are likely to be seen from nearby locations and have therefore been
considered in the assessment.

6.12.145

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg
Estate will have a low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the
following considerations.

6.12.146



The Proposed Development, which will itself have a significant effect on this view, will be added
to a view in which three clusters of operational wind farms are theoretically visible
(Achany/Rosehall, Coire na Cloiche/Beinn Tharsuinn, and Lairg Estate).



The Proposed Development is seen in a part of the view (the northern aspect) that is not directly
affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around the view into
aspects that are not otherwise affected.



The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms will result in wind farms
being theoretically visible to the north, south, south-east and south-west of the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development varies from the baseline wind farms in terms of scale, extent, layout
and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.
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The operational wind farm cluster of Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche is a minimum of
26.3 km away and, with relatively moderate sized turbines, will have a very limited effect on
the view. Visibility of Achany and Rosehall wind farms is also limited.



The operational wind farms and the Proposed Development occupy a relatively limited
horizontal field of view, and this ensures that the majority of the panoramic outlook (that would
be available when the cumulative wind farms are visible) remains unaffected by wind farm
influence, including, importantly, the focal point mountains to the north and west.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



While the Proposed Development differs in elevation from the other wind farms due to its lowlying position, this is of benefit as it does not have the skyline location and potential prominence
that is seen at other wind farms.

6.12.147

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium level.
This increase is due largely to visibility of Braemore and Lairg II wind farms, which lie at reasonably
close proximity (7.8 km and 5.6 km away respectively) and will add a further two readily apparent
wind farms to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. Lairg II will
have a greater influence than Braemore due to its closer proximity, larger turbine dimensions, and
skyline prominence. At a minimum of 19.6 km away, Creag Riabhach will make a minor contribution
to this increased magnitude of change. When Creag Riabhach is visible, in clear conditions, the
location of the Proposed Development adjacent to Creag Riabhach will emphasise wind farm
development to the north. However, conversely, the presence of Creag Riabhach will also provide a
precedent for wind energy development to the north of the viewpoint, and in this way it can reduce
the magnitude of change arising from the Proposed Development.

6.12.148

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational wind farms will be not significant due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change on
the view in this scenario despite the high sensitivity.

6.12.149

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational and consented wind farms will be significant
due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium cumulative magnitude of change on
the view in this scenario and the high sensitivity. It should be noted that this significant effect will
not be gained at the specific location of Viewpoint 9 but may arise on nearby areas from where the
operational and consented wind farms are all visible.

Viewpoint 10 Rhian Breck, Lairg
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.150

This viewpoint is located in the crofting area that lies to the south-east of Lairg, on the elevated
lower slopes of Cnoc na h-Inghinn. There are several houses in this area, and the viewpoint has been
included to represent the type of visibility that may be gained from them. This specific location has
been selected as it provides a relatively clear and open view towards the skyline on which the
Proposed Development will be seen.

6.12.151

As with the previous viewpoint at Saval, this viewpoint lies on the cusp of several LCTs. Here,
however, the farmed and forested slopes with crofting LCT, within which the viewpoint lies, is
distinctive and can clearly be seen extending across the foreground and middle ground of the view,
characterised by houses, field enclosure, roads, woodland, and other infrastructure of a crofting
landscape as well as the forestry that is also found in this LCT.
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6.12.152

The lone mountains of Ben Klibreck is a focal point on the skyline to the north, while the rugged
mountain massif of Ben Hee provides interest to the north-west. Meall Dola, Viewpoint 12, rises to
the north-east of the viewpoint.

6.12.153

This view will be gained by road-users, and a similar view is likely to be gained by residents of nearby
houses.

6.12.154

Operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are theoretically visible from this
viewpoint. However, visibility of Lairg Estate is negligible due to screening by the landform that rises
steeply to the south of the viewpoint. Achany and Rosehall have higher visibility, although still
limited by landform screening, a minimum of 6.8 km to the west of the viewpoint.

6.12.155

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore and Creag Riabhach, a
minimum of 5.7 km to the south-west and 23.5 km to the north-west respectively. Braemore is
unlikely to be seen due to screening by woodland, and also lies in a part of the view where the
outlook is foreshortened by landform, and so is peripheral to the main open aspect of the outlook.

6.12.156

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation. It does, however, have value due to its view towards the Ben Klibreck
and Loch Choire SLA, with Ben Klibreck as a focal point. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint
will be high as people who some people who gain the view, or a similar outlook, will be residents of
nearby properties.

6.12.157

This view has a high sensitivity. This is due to the residential nature of viewers, as the high
susceptibility of these receptors outweighs the medium value of the view.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.158

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 9.65 km away, and will extend across approximately 3.5-degrees of the view. The four
hubs are theoretically visible, with lower towers screened by landform. The turbines will be the
principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure being screened by
landform. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.

6.12.159

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-low, for the following reasons.

6.12.160



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
operational wind farm development, but it will be seen in the same aspect as the consented
(and considerably more distant) Creag Riabhach wind farm, thus potentially leading to
cumulative effects.



The Proposed Development is seen in the main direction of the view, as dictated by the
orientation of the sloping landform, and as gained from residential properties as well as roadusers.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted landform setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.



The foreground and middle-ground of the view are characterised by relatively small-scale
crofting landscape patterns, and the scale of the turbines can contrast with this setting.



The Proposed Development is seen in the context of the lower western shoulder of Ben Klibreck
(which forms a focal point in the view).

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.


The screening of lower turbine towers by landform reduces the overall visibility and vertical
impact of the Proposed Development. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed
Development also reduces the vertical impact and prominence of the turbines in the view.
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The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 3.5-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The crofting infrastructure, forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures
that it lacks the unspoilt, remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed
Development would have the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting in which the Proposed Development is seen is large-scale and simple,
thus avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is not seen in relation to the distinctive summit and upper western
shoulder landform of Ben Klibreck and thus has a limited effect on this focal point of the view.
The tip height of the turbines is also well below that of the higher ground and summit of Ben
Klibreck, which reduces their prominence in the view and ensures that they are not ‘competing’
with this focal point.



The backclothing of turbines by landform also reduces prominence in the view.



The landform between the viewpoint and the turbines gives a sense of separation so that the
Proposed Development does not appear to be encroaching towards the viewpoint, but is in a
clearly separate landscape.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines and the distance of the
Proposed Development from the viewpoint ensures that it will not be a very readily apparent
feature in the view.



The absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with the
Proposed Development.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.161

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view despite
the high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a
high sensitivity can lead to an effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is
judged to be not significant because the Proposed Development will not provide a definitive
influence on the view.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.162

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Lairg Estate and the consented wind farm at Braemore have been
discounted from the assessment due to the negligible/very limited influence that these wind farms
have on the view.

6.12.163

There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe, behind
Braemore wind farm, at 16.7 km away to the south-west. This visibility is very limited and will be
screened by woodland, and Meall Buidhe has therefore been discounted from the assessment.
There is no visibility of other application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.164

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall will
have a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following
considerations.
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6.12.165



The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which two operational wind farms are
theoretically visible (albeit that they are conjoined to a degree that ensures they appear as a
single wind farm).



The Proposed Development is seen in a part of the view (the northern aspect) that is not
affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around the view.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting can increase contrast.



The Proposed Development is located in the main orientation of the view, to which the eye of
the viewer will be drawn.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


The relatively limited visibility of the operational wind farms, which combine to affect a small
horizontal field of view, and the relatively moderate size of the turbines at these wind farms
reduces their influence on the view.



The peripheral location of the operational wind farms in relation to the main orientation of the
view ensures that they are not a focus of the outlook.



The limited influence of the Proposed Development, the small field of view that it will cover,
and the not significant effect that it will have on the view itself reduces its contribution to a
cumulative effect.



While the Proposed Development will extend wind farm influence around the view to the north
the great majority of the view will remain unaffected by wind farms.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



The number of cumulative wind farms – effectively one as Achany and Rosehall appear as a
conjoined development – is very limited.

6.12.166

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase but will remain at a
medium-low level. This increase is due to visibility of Creag Riabhach wind farm, which lies to the
north-west of the Proposed Development, a minimum of 23.5 km away. The cumulative magnitude
of change will remain medium-low because the influence of Creag Riabhach will be limited by
distance, partial screening, and the narrow field of view that it occupies. It is also relevant that Creag
Riabhach and the Proposed Development lie within the same aspect of the view, and will therefore
form a small node of development, leaving the great majority of the view unaffected by wind energy
development. These factors, combined with the not significant effect of the Proposed Development
itself, ensure that the addition of the Proposed Development to the ‘operational and consented’
scenario will not result in a cumulative magnitude of change that is notably greater than that found
in the operational scenario.

6.12.167

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative
magnitude of change on the view in both scenarios, despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.168

A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to
a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not
significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines
becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this
outlook.

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-103

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

Viewpoint 11 Sallachy
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.169

This viewpoint is located on a track that runs up the western side of Loch Shin, north of Sallachy
Lodge. The viewpoint has been included to represent the visibility that will be gained by walkers
using the track, and a similar view may also be gained from the Lodge.

6.12.170

This viewpoint lies within the rounded hills landscape type, which extends across Loch Shin in the
foreground of the view. On the other side of the loch are the small farms and crofts in the strath
LCT around Tirryside, where the Viewpoint 8 is located. Beyond the strath is the band of
strath/sweeping moorland and flows within which the site lies, then sweeping moorland and flows
itself with a backdrop of rounded hills, which forms the skyline. The elevation of this viewpoint gives
a useful overview of these various landscape types, ranging from the domestic scale features and
patterns around Tirryside to the undeveloped, open sweeping landform of the uplands. The
characteristic landmark of Ben Klibreck rises to form a focal point to the north. The rounded upper
part of Ben Armine rises above the skyline at the centre of the view, and the distinctive conical peak
of Creag Mhor is seen to the right of this.

6.12.171

Operational wind farms at Kilbraur and Extension and Lairg Estate are theoretically visible from this
viewpoint. Visibility of Kilbraur and Extension is limited by distance (it lies a minimum of 23 km away)
and screening by landform and forestry, and it has not been apparent on site visits. Lairg Estate has
higher visibility, seen on the skyline to the south-east of the viewpoint, a minimum of 7.8 km away.

6.12.172

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Lairg II and Creag Riabhach, a minimum
of 7.9 km to the south-east and 18.3 km to the north respectively. Both of these sites are likely to
have some visibility, although that of Creag Riabhach will be limited by distance while Lairg II, which
is closer to the viewpoint and has larger turbines, is peripheral to the main open aspect of the view.

6.12.173

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation. It does, however, have value due to its view towards the Ben Klibreck
and Loch Choire SLA, with Ben Klibreck as a focal point. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint
will be high as some people who gain the view, or a similar outlook, will be visitors staying at Sallachy
Lodge while others will be people walking on the track, who are undertaking outdoor recreation and
are likely to have a specific focus on the landscape surroundings.

6.12.174

The combination of the high susceptibility to change and the medium value of the view results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.175

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north-east of this viewpoint from
a minimum of 6.30 km away, and will extend across approximately 7-degrees of the view. The
turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure likely
to be screened by landform and on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically
visible, they will have a limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the
viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.

6.12.176

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium, for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development is visible at reasonably close proximity in an aspect of the view that
is currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.



The visibility of part of the Development in the context of smooth, simple and horizontal
sweeping moorland and flows landscape, where the turbines will have some vertical impact.
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6.12.177



The turbines are seen across water and in the open aspect of the view, which can reduce the
perceived distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and draw the eye of the
viewer.



The landform at the viewpoint is orientated to the north-east, towards the Proposed
Development.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of
turbines by landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 7-degrees) of the
expansive open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



Human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt, remote, wildness
characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is seen in the context of a relatively unremarkable part of the
skyline and not in relation to the focal point of Ben Klibreck or the landform of Ben
Armine/Creag Mhor. The tip height of the turbines is also well below that of Ben Klibreck, which
reduces their prominence in the view and ensures that they are not ‘competing’ with this focal
point.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.178

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be significant. This is due to a combination
of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high
sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a medium magnitude of change and a medium-high
sensitivity can lead to an effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged
to be significant because the Proposed Development will provide a new defining influence on the
view.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.179

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Kilbraur and Extension has been discounted from the assessment due
to the very limited influence that this wind farm will have on the view.

6.12.180

There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at South Kilbraur, 22.2 km away
to the east. This visibility is limited and distant, and this wind farm has therefore been discounted
from the assessment. There is no visibility of other application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.181

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farm at Lairg Estate will have a low
cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following considerations.


The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which another operational wind farm is
visible.
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6.12.182

6.12.183

6.12.184



The location of the Proposed Development in a part of the view (the north-eastern aspect) that
is not affected by operational wind farms will extend wind farm influence around the view.



The variation between the Proposed Development and Lairg Estate wind farm in terms of layout
and setting can increase contrast.



The Proposed Development is seen in the main orientation of the view, to which the eye of the
viewer will be drawn.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low level.


The small horizontal field of view of both Lairg Estate and the Proposed Development reduces
the influence of both wind farms on the view.



The peripheral location of Lairg Estate in relation to the main open orientation of the view and
the landform at the viewpoint ensures that it is not a focus of the outlook.



There are similarities between the Proposed Development and Lairg Estate in terms of distance,
scale and extent.



While the Proposed Development will introduce wind farm influence into the north-eastern
aspect of the view, the great majority of the outlook will remain unaffected by wind farms.



The separation between the Proposed Development and Lairg Estate ensures that there will be
no perceived coalescence.



The number of cumulative wind farms – one - to which the Proposed Development will be added
is very limited.

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due to visibility of both Creag Riabhach and Lairg II wind farms, and arises due
to the following considerations.


The number of wind farms to which the Proposed Development is added will increase to three,
although Lairg Estate and Lairg II are conjoined to the extent where they appear as a single wind
farm.



The Proposed Development lies to the north-east while Creag Riabhach and Lairg II are to the
north and south-east respectively, so that wind farms will be seen in three separate aspects of
the view rather than being concentrated together.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


Lairg Estate and Lairg II appear as a single wind farm due to their close proximity, effectively
reducing the number of visible wind farms.



Along with Lairg Estate, Lairg II will be seen in a peripheral location in relation to the main
orientation of the view and the landform at the viewpoint, ensuing that it is not a focus of the
outlook.



Visibility of Creag Riabhach is distant and this wind farm will be apparent only in clear
conditions.



The great majority of the outlook will continue to remain unaffected by wind farms.



The separation between the Proposed Development and the other wind farms ensures that
there will be no perceived coalescence.
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6.12.185

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low (with operational
wind farms) and medium-low (with operational and consented wind farms) cumulative magnitude
of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.186

A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can
lead to a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to
be not significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines
becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this
outlook.

Viewpoint 12 Meall Dola
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.187

Meall Dola (323m AOD) is to the east of Lairg. This distinctive landform provides a feature in views
towards Lairg, and the summit gains an elevated view across the surrounding area. There is a
mapped path that runs near to the summit, but this is not well defined on the ground. The viewpoint
is located at the summit.

6.12.188

This viewpoint lies within a narrow band of rounded hills that encloses the northern side of Strath
Fleet. Further areas of rounded hills are seen around the viewpoint, interspersed by sweeping
moorland and flows, farmed and forested slopes with crofting, strath, rugged mountain massif and
lone mountains. The outlook towards the site is characterised by a combination of sweeping
moorland and flows and strath. Loch Craggie can be seen in the middle-ground, Lairg and Loch Shin
to the west, and Ben Klibreck provides a familiar feature to the north. To the east of Ben Klibreck
are the less distinctive summits of Ben Armine and Creag Mhor. Further away is the dramatic
mountain skyline of the northern and western hills, including Ben Hope, Ben Hee, and Ben More
Assynt, and it is these peaks, along with Ben Klibreck, that form the focal points in the view.

6.12.189

The A836 can be seen running northwards past the site through the sweeping moorland and flows
and strath landscapes.

6.12.190

Overall, this is a diverse and varied outlook, ranging from the remote mountains to the north and
west, through sweeping, undulating moorland and extensive coniferous forestry plantations to the
domestic and fragmented crofting landscape seen in the foreground.

6.12.191

Operational wind farms at Achany, Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension,
Kilbraur and Extension, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are theoretically visible from this viewpoint, as
shown on the wirelines. There is limited screening, and there is potential for all of the sites to be
visible in clear conditions, albeit at some distance in some cases.

6.12.192

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg
II, all of which have potential for some visibility in reality.

6.12.193

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked, recognised or formal viewpoint and does not lie
within a scenic designation but does have value in its varied scenic qualities and the view towards
the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA, with Ben Klibreck as a focal point, as well as other more distant
scenic designations including the Assynt–Coigach and Kyle of Tongue NSAs.

6.12.194

The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers
who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and
surrounding landscape.

6.12.195

The combination of the high susceptibility to change and the medium value of the view results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
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Magnitude of Change
6.12.196

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north-west of this viewpoint
from a minimum of 8.28 km away, and will extend across approximately 4-degrees of the view. The
four hubs are theoretically visible, with lower towers screened by landform. The turbines will be the
principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure being screened by
landform. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.

6.12.197

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-low, for the following reasons.

6.12.198



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
wind farm development.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted landform setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.



The middle-ground of the western part of the view is characterised by relatively small-scale
crofting landscape patterns, and the scale of the turbines can contrast with this setting.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.


Screening of the lower towers reduces the prominence and vertical impact of the turbines. The
relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development also reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 4-degrees) of the
expansive panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the
view will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics, and open aspects of the view
will remain unaffected by the Proposed Development.



Human development, particularly coniferous forestry, seen in the view ensures that it lacks the
unspoilt, remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have
the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable landform context and not in
relation to the focal points of Ben Klibreck and Ben Hee, which lie to either side of it.



The elevation of the viewpoint ensures that the turbines are seen against a backdrop of
sweeping moorland and flows rather than rounded hills or lone mountains, which is often the
case in lower-level viewpoints, and this provides further separation from the mountainous focal
points.



The backclothing of turbines by landform reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and its appearance as a compact
group of turbines reduces its influence on the view.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.199

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view and the
medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and
a medium-high sensitivity can lead to an effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the
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effect is judged to be not significant because the Proposed Development will not provide a definitive
influence on the view.
Cumulative Effects
6.12.200

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at South Kilbraur, 14.8 km away
to the east and Meall Buidhe, 19.6 km to the south-west. There is no visibility of other application
stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.201

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany, Beinn Tharsuinn,
Coire na Cloiche, Gordonbush and Extension, Kilbraur and Extension, Lairg Estate and Rosehall will
have a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following
considerations.

6.12.202

6.12.203



The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which five clusters of operational wind
farms are theoretically visible (Achany/Rosehall; Beinn Tharsuinn/Coire na Cloiche; Gordonbush
and Extension; Kilbraur and Extension; and Lairg Estate).



The location of the Proposed Development in a part of the view (the north-western aspect) that
is not directly affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around
the view into aspects that are not otherwise affected.



The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms will result in wind farms
being theoretically visible to the north-west, south, east, south-east and south-west of the
viewpoint.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a medium-low level.


Several of the operational wind farm clusters have relatively distant visibility (Beinn Tharsuinn
and Coire na Cloiche are a minimum of 24.7 km away; Gordonbush and Extension, 23.2 km
away; and Kilbraur and Extnsion, 15.7 km away), ) and relatively moderate sized turbines.



The operational wind farms and the Proposed Development occupy a relatively limited
horizontal field of view, and this ensures that the majority of the panoramic outlook remains
unaffected by wind farm influence, including the northern, north-eastern, south-eastern, and
western aspects of the view and, importantly, the focal point mountains.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



The Proposed Development itself will have a limited and not significant effect on the view.

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium level.
This increase is due largely to visibility of Braemore and Lairg II wind farms, which lie at reasonably
close proximity (8.6 km and 4 km away respectively) and will add a further two readily apparent
wind farms to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. Lairg II will
have a greater influence than Braemore due to its closer proximity and larger turbine dimensions.
At a minimum of 22.3 km away, Creag Riabhach will make a minor contribution to this increased
magnitude of change. When Creag Riabhach is visible, in clear conditions, the location of the
Proposed Development adjacent to Creag Riabhach will emphasise wind farm development to the
north-west of the viewpoint. However, conversely, the presence of Creag Riabhach will also provide
a precedent for wind energy development to the north-west of the viewpoint, and in this way it can
reduce the magnitude of change arising from the Proposed Development.
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6.12.204

When either one or both of the application stage wind farms at South Kilbraur and Meall Buidhe are
also considered, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly but will remain medium.
This is due to the relatively distant theoretical visibility of these sites and their association with
operational and consented wind farms.

6.12.205

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational wind farms will be not significant due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change on the
view in this scenario and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a mediumlow cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific
that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this outlook.

6.12.206

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational and consented wind farms will be significant
due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium cumulative magnitude of change on
the view in this scenario and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a
medium cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative
effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be significant because
the addition of the Proposed Development may result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific
that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this outlook.

6.12.207

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly
over that assessed for the operational and consented scenario, but will remain as medium.

Viewpoint 13 Track to Loch Sgeireach
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.208

This viewpoint is on the lower slopes of the ridge of land that encloses the southern side of Loch
Shin, to the south-west of the Proposed Development. Loch Sgeireach itself is in a more elevated
position on the ridge, between the high points of Beinn Sgeireach and Carn nam Bo Maola. This
viewpoint has been included in order to illustrate visibility of the Proposed Development from a
relatively low-level and accessible location within the Reay-Cassley WLA. This track is not a
promoted route or core path but is easily accessible on foot.

6.12.209

This viewpoint lies within the rounded hills LCT, which can be seen in the foreground. Beyond this,
on the other side of Loch Shin, is the strath – Strath Tirry landscape, which merges into sweeping
moorland and flows and then rounded hills, which forms much of the skyline. The characteristic
skyline of Ben Klibreck is the focal point of the outlook to the north-north-east, and to the right of
Ben Klibreck are the lower and less eye-catching summits of Ben Armine (a low, rounded form) and
Creag Mhor (a more distinctive conical form).

6.12.210

Operational wind farms at Gordonbush, Kilbraur and Extension, Lairg Estate and Achany are
theoretically visible from this viewpoint. Visibility of Gordonbush is very limited and, at over 35 km
away, this wind farm is beyond its own study area. Visibility of Kilbraur and Extension is also limited
by distance (it lies a minimum of over 28 km away) but it is just discernible in clear conditions due
to backclothing by landform. Lairg Estate is closer and seen on the skyline, but is still relatively
distant at a minimum of 13.9 km away and, lying to the south-east, is somewhat peripheral to the
main orientation of the view. Achany has theoretical visibility of several blades and one hub, a
minimum of 6.8 km to the south of the viewpoint. There is also very limited theoretical visibility of
the consented wind farm at Lairg II, a minimum of 14 km to the south-east.

6.12.211

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or recognised viewpoint, facilities are not provided
for the enjoyment of the view, and it is not within a scenic designation. It is, however, within the
Reay-Cassley WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic designation) and
overlooks the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA, albeit at some distance. The susceptibility to change

STRATH TIRRY WIND FARM
DECEMBER 2020

6-110

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers who are engaging in outdoor
recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.
6.12.212

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.213

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the north-east of this viewpoint from
a minimum of 8.12 km away, and will extend across approximately 4.5-degrees of the view. The
turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure likely
to be screened by landform and on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically
visible, they will have a limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the
viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.

6.12.214

The magnitude of change on this view will be medium-low, for the following reasons.

6.12.215



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
wind farm development.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland and upland landscape setting in which it is seen.



The Proposed Development will be seen in the open aspect of the view (the north, east and
north-east) to which the eye of the viewer is more likely to be drawn, as landform foreshortens
views to the south and west.



The landform at the viewpoint is orientated towards the Proposed Development, so that it lies
in the direction of views gained by people walking eastwards down the track from the loch.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of
turbines by landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 4.5-degrees) of the
open view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will
continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



Human development, particularly coniferous forestry, seen in the view ensures that it lacks the
unspoilt, remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have
the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable context and not in relation to
the skyline landform of Ben Klibreck, Ben Armine and Creag Mhor, which lie to the left.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and its appearance as a compact
group of turbines reduces its influence on the view.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.216

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view and the
medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and
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a medium-high sensitivity can lead to an effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the
effect is judged to be not significant because the Proposed Development will not provide a definitive
influence on the view.
Cumulative Effects
6.12.217

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
The operational wind farm at Gordonbush has been discounted from the assessment as it lies
outwith its own study area. The very distant nature of visibility of Kilbraur wind farm is also taken
into consideration in the assessment. There is also very distant theoretical visibility of the
application-stage wind farm at South Kilbraur, 27.9 km away.

6.12.218

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and
Kilbraur will have a low/medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the
following considerations.

6.12.219

6.12.220



The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which three operational wind farms are
theoretically visible.



The Proposed Development is located in a part of the view (the eastern aspect) that is not
affected by operational wind farms, so that it extends wind farm influence around the view into
aspects that are not otherwise affected..



The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms will result in wind farms
being theoretically visible to the east south and south-east of the viewpoint.



The Proposed Development varies from the baseline wind farms in terms of scale, extent, layout
and setting.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.


The operational wind farm at Kilbraur is a minimum of over 28 km away and, with relatively
moderate sized turbines, will have a very limited effect on the view. Visibility of Achany wind
farm is very limited and it lies to the south, where the view is foreshortened by landform and
does not draw the eye of the viewer. Lairg Estate has higher theoretical visibility but lies some
distance away and is also peripheral to the main orientation of the view.



The Proposed Development itself has a not significant effect on the view, and this reduces its
contribution to the cumulative situation.



The operational wind farms and the Proposed Development occupy a relatively limited
horizontal field of view, and this, combined with the peripheral location of Lairg Estate and
Achany, ensures that the great majority of the open outlook remains unaffected by wind farm
influence.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



While the Proposed Development differs in elevation from the other wind farms due to its lowlying position, this is of benefit as it does not have the skyline location and potential prominence
that is seen at other wind farms.

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase slightly but will not
rise above a low/medium-low level. This increase is due to additional visibility of Lairg II, but is
restricted by the very limited visibility of this wind farm and its integration with Lairg Estate.
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6.12.221

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low cumulative
magnitude of change on the view in both scenarios and the medium-high sensitivity of the
viewpoint.

Viewpoint 14 Creag Mhor
6.12.222

This viewpoint is located at the summit of Creag Mhor (Meall nan Con), 713 m AOD, which lies to
the south of Ben Armine in the same massif of landform. The view from here is panoramic,
overlooking extensive areas of north-west Scotland, and a number of iconic and distinctive hills can
be seen, including Ben Klibreck, Ben Armine, Ben Loyal, Ben Hope, Ben More Assynt, Ben Hope, and
Ben Griam Mor and Ben Griam Beg.

6.12.223

The viewpoint is located on the eastern edge of the broad band of rounded hills LCT that runs
between the lone mountains of Ben Klibreck in the north and the strath of Strath Fleet in the south.
To the east of the viewpoint, rounded hills drops abruptly into the vast expanse of sweeping
moorland and flows of Caithness while to the west rounded hills extends as far as the sweeping
moorland and flows that lines Strath Tirry.

6.12.224

The part of the view in which the Proposed Development will be seen, to the south-west, shows the
rounded hills dropping into the open, rolling and undeveloped landscape that is typical of sweeping
moorland and flows. This gradually merges with the upland strath of Strath Tirry, beyond which Loch
Shin can be seen, enclosed by another area of rounded hills.

6.12.225

Operational wind farms are theoretically visible to the south-east and south-west of this viewpoint.
the closest wind farm is the operational/under-construction site at Gordonbush and Extension, a
minimum of 17.5 km away to the south-east. Slightly further away and slightly further south is
Kilbraur and Extension, 17.9 km away. To the south-west are Lairg Estate, Achany and Rosehall wind
farms, 21.8 km, 25.9 km and 27.9 km away respectively. Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are
also theoretically visible but would be seen from beyond their own study areas.

6.12.226

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of
26.8 km and 22.6 km away respectively to the south-west, and Strathy South, 26.4 km to the northeast.

6.12.227

This view has a high value. It is a hillwalking location within the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA
and the Ben Klibreck–Armine Forest WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic
designation), and has notable scenic qualities and a strong sense of place. The susceptibility to
change at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers who are engaging in
outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.228

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its high value results in a high
sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.229

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south-west of this viewpoint
from a minimum of 14.95 km away, and will extend across approximately 3-degrees of the view.
The turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure
likely to be screened by landform and on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically
visible, they will have a limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the
viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases. The magnitude of change on this view will be low/medium-low for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting in which it is seen.



The Proposed Development will be seen in the same aspect of the view as very distant visibility
of Achany and Rosehall wind farms and will thus add to baseline wind farm development in this
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part of the view. It will also be the wind farm that lies at closest proximity to the viewpoint,
albeit it still at some distance away.
6.12.230

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level are as follows.


The low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures that the
turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of turbines by
landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 3-degrees) of the
expansive panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the
view will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics, including the spectacular and
eye-catching mountain landscape that lies to the north and west.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable landform context and not in
relation to any of the landmark mountains that are seen around the view, and thus will not
affect these focal points.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and its balanced, compact
composition reduce its influence on the view.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.231

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low magnitude of change on the view
despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.232

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe, 37 km to the
south-west, South Kilbraur, 20.5 km to the south-east, and Strathy South Resubmission, 26.4 km to
the north-east.

6.12.233

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Gordonbush and Extension,
Kilbraur and Extension, Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall will have a low/medium-low cumulative
magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.12.234



The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which effectively four operational wind
farms are theoretically visible (Gordonbush and Extension, Kilbraur and Extension,
Achany/Rosehall, and Lairg Estate). It will also be the wind farm that lies at closest proximity to
the viewpoint, albeit it still at some distance away.



The Proposed Development is located at closer proximity than the other south-western
operational wind farms, and is therefore likely to provide a more discernible wind farm
influence than is currently gained.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting can emphasise its presence.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.


The operational wind farms all have relatively distant visibility (the closest is Gordonbush and
Extension, at 17.5 km away) and the majority have relatively moderate sized turbines.
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The operational wind farms all lie to the south-east and south-west of the viewpoint and the
Proposed Development will lie within this same aspect of the view, thus not extending wind
farm influence to otherwise unaffected aspects of the view.



This concentration of wind energy development to the south-east and south-west also ensures
that the great majority of the view remains unaffected by wind farm influence, including the
more dramatic and eye-catching mountainous landscape to the north, east and west.



The Proposed Development itself will have a limited and not significant effect on the view.

6.12.235

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due largely to the additional visibility of Strathy South, which, although it is
distant, will theoretically affect an aspect of the view (the north-east) that is not currently affected
by wind energy development. Lairg II and Braemore will also make a contribution as they will
increase the extent of development that is seen to the south-west. All of the consented sites lie at
some distance away from the viewpoint and this reduces their contribution to the cumulative
situation, although Lairg II will have a greater influence due to the scale of the turbines.

6.12.236

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to the
operational and consented wind farm scenario is restricted to a medium-low level by the limited,
distant and not significant effect of the Proposed Development itself on this view and its location in
the south-eastern aspect of the view where it has a broad association with other wind farms. These
factors continue to limit its contribution to the cumulative situation, which is the focus of the
assessment.

6.12.237

When either one or both of the application stage wind farms at South Kilbraur and Meall Buidhe are
also considered, the cumulative magnitude of change may increase slightly but will remain mediumlow. This is due to the limited and distant theoretical visibility of these sites and their location in the
south-western and south-eastern aspects of the view, which is already characterised by operational
wind farms. The consideration of the application stage Strathy South Resubmission would also
slightly increase the level of change, but not materially, as its effect would amplify that of the
consented Strathy South rather than providing a new influence.

6.12.238

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low (in the
operational scenario) and medium-low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative
magnitude of change on the view and the high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a
medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
location of the Proposed Development in the aspect of the view that is already affected by
operational and consented wind farms, and its not significant effect in itself, ensures that its addition
will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing visual
characteristic in this outlook.

6.12.239

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase very
slightly over that assessed for the operational and consented scenario, but will remain as mediumlow.

Viewpoint 15 Ben Klibreck
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.240

This viewpoint is located at the summit of Ben Klibreck (Meall nan Con), 962 m AOD. A panoramic
view is gained from here, overlooking extensive areas of north-west Scotland. The viewpoint is
located in the lone mountains LCT, and is surrounded by relatively low-lying sweeping moorland and
flows and rounded hills, punctuated by other distinctive hills (such as Ben Loyal, Ben Hope, Ben More
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Assynt, Ben Griam More and Ben Griam Beg) and to the west, larger areas of irregular massif,
including Ben Hee.
6.12.241

The part of the view in which the Proposed Development will be seen shows a foreground of lone
mountains. Loch Choire and Loch a’ Bhealaich mark the southern edge of the lone mountains LCT,
and beyond this is the lower but still pronounced landform of rounded hills. Sweeping moorland and
flows and strath LCTs cover the lower-lying and relatively uniform middle-ground of the view,
enclosed to the south by further areas of rounded hills. Loch Shin and Loch Craggie are notable
features in the view.

6.12.242

Operational wind farms are theoretically visible to the south-east and south-west of this viewpoint.
These include the operational/under-construction site at Gordonbush and Extension, a minimum of
30.2 km away to the south-east; Kilbraur and Extension, 29.7 km away, also to the south-east; Lairg
Estate, 26 km to the south; and Achany and Rosehall wind farms, 25.8 km to the south-west. Several
other wind farms are also theoretically visible but would be seen from beyond their own study areas.

6.12.243

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Creag Riabhach, 5.2 km to the west;
Strathy South, 27 km to the north-east; and Braemore and Lairg II, a minimum of 28.3 km and
26.8 km away respectively to the south.

6.12.244

This view has a high value. It is a noted hillwalking location within the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire
SLA and the Ben Klibreck–Armine Forest WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a
scenic designation). Although this location is not a recognised viewpoint, it does have some value
due to the Munro status of Ben Klibreck and the documentation of routes to this point. It also has
notable scenic qualities and a strong sense of place. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is
high as people who gain the view will be walkers who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are
likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.245

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its high value results in a high
sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.246

6.12.247

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 15.15 km away, and will extend across less than 2.5-degrees of the view. The turbines
will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure likely to be
screened by landform and on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically visible,
they will have a limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the
viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases. The magnitude of change on this view will be low/medium-low for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland/forestry landscape setting in which it is seen.



The Proposed Development will be seen in the same broad (southern) aspect of the view as
very distant visibility of Lairg Estate, Achany and Rosehall wind farms and will thus add to
baseline wind farm development in this part of the view. It will also be the wind farm that lies
at closest proximity to the viewpoint, albeit it still at some distance away.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level are as follows.


The low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures that the
turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of turbines by
landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 3-degrees) of the
expansive panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the
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view will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics, including the spectacular and
eye-catching mountain landscape that lies to the north, west and north-east.


The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable landform context and not in
relation to any of the landmark mountains that are seen around the view, and thus will not
affect these focal points.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and its balanced, compact
composition reduces its influence on the view.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.248

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low magnitude of change on the view
despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.249

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe, 35.9 km to
the south-west, South Kilbraur, 31 km to the south-east, and Strathy South Resubmission, 27 km to
the north-east.

6.12.250

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Gordonbush and Extension,
Kilbraur and Extension, Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall will have a low/medium-low cumulative
magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following considerations.

6.12.251



The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which effectively four operational wind
farms are theoretically visible (Gordonbush and Extension, Kilbraur and Extension,
Achany/Rosehall, and Lairg Estate). It will also be the wind farm that lies at closest proximity to
the viewpoint, albeit it still at some distance away.



The Proposed Development is located at closer proximity, than the other southern operational
wind farms, and is therefore likely to provide a more discernible wind farm influence than is
currently gained.



The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting can emphasise its presence.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low/medium-low level.


The operational wind farms all have distant visibility (the closest is Achany at 25.8 km away) and
the majority have relatively moderate sized turbines.



The operational wind farms all lie to the south, south-east and south-west of the viewpoint and
the Proposed Development will lie within this same aspect of the view, thus not extending wind
farm influence to otherwise unaffected aspects of the view.



This concentration of wind energy development to the south-east and south-west also ensures
that the great majority of the view remains unaffected by wind farm influence, including the
more dramatic and eye-catching mountainous landscape to the north, west, north-east and
south-west.



The Proposed Development itself will have a limited and not significant effect on the view.
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6.12.252

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due largely to the additional visibility of Creag Riabhach, which lies close to the
west of the viewpoint, thus affecting an aspect of the view that is not otherwise influenced by wind
farms. Strathy South, although it is distant, will also theoretically affect an aspect of the view (the
north-east) that is not currently affected by wind energy development. Lairg II and Braemore will
make a very minor and distant contribution as they will increase the extent of development that is
seen to the south. Other than Creag Riabhach, all of the consented sites lie at some distance away
from the viewpoint and this reduces their contribution to the cumulative situation, although Lairg II
will have a slightly greater influence due to the scale of the turbines.

6.12.253

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to the
operational and consented wind farm scenario is restricted to a medium-low level by the limited,
distant and not significant effect of the Proposed Development itself on this view and its location in
the southern aspect of the view where it has a broad association with other wind farms. These
factors continue to limit its contribution to the cumulative situation, which is the focus of the
assessment.

6.12.254

When either one or both of the application stage wind farms at South Kilbraur and Meall Buidhe are
also considered, the cumulative magnitude of change may increase slightly but will remain mediumlow. This is due to the limited and distant theoretical visibility of these sites and their location in the
south-western and south-eastern aspects of the view, which are already characterised by
operational wind farms. The consideration of the application stage Strathy South Resubmission
would also slightly increase the level of change, but not materially, as its effect would amplify that
of the consented Strathy South rather than providing a new influence.

6.12.255

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low/medium-low (in the
operational scenario) and medium-low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative
magnitude of change on the view despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a
medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
location of the Proposed Development in the aspect of the view that is already affected by
operational and consented wind farms, and its not significant effect in itself, ensures that its addition
will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing visual
characteristic in this outlook.

6.12.256

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase very
slightly over that assessed for the operational and consented scenario, but will remain as mediumlow.

Viewpoint 16 Ben More Assynt
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.257

This viewpoint is located at the summit of Ben More Assynt, 998 m AOD, from where a spectacular
panoramic view is gained across extensive areas of north-western Scotland, including the iconic
Assynt mountains of Canisp, Cul Mor, Quinag and Suilven. The viewpoint is located at the southern
end of an extensive area of rugged mountain massif LCT that extends as far north as Foinaven and
this type dominates the view to the north. The uplands – lone mountains, rounded hills and rocky
hills and moorland - also extend to the south, east and west of the viewpoint, interspersed by
smaller areas of sweeping moorland and flows and strath.

6.12.258

The east-facing aspect of the view, in which the Proposed Development will be seen, is less rugged
and mountainous than other parts of the outlook, displaying the relatively gentle and smooth
landform of rounded hills in the middle-ground. Marking the edge of rounded hills, Loch Shin is a
striking linear feature across the centre of the eastern outlook as is the strath of Glen Cassley, which
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runs parallel to the loch. The domed landform of Maovally (Viewpoint 19) can be seen in the
foreground to the east, with the distinctive hydro tracks that skirt around the hill clearly visible.
Beyond Loch Shin, sweeping moorland and flows and strath cover the broad, shallow landform of
Strath Tirry, rising again into rounded hills further to the east. The lone mountains of Ben Klibreck
rises as a focal point in this relatively unremarkable eastern landscape.
6.12.259

Operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall are theoretically visible to the south-east of this
viewpoint at a minimum distance of 22.3 km away. There is also theoretical visibility of consented
wind farms at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg II, a minimum 27.9 km, 21.4 km and 33 km
respectively. All of these operational and consented wind farms lie to the south-east of the
viewpoint other than Creag Riabhach, which is to the north-east. A number of other operational and
consented wind farms are also theoretically visible, as shown on the wirelines, but are seen from
beyond their study areas and are thus outwith the distance at which they may contribute to a
significant cumulative effect.

6.12.260

This view has a high value. It is a well-known hillwalking location within the Assynt-Coigach NSA and
the Reay-Cassley WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic designation). The
viewpoint also has value due to the Munro status of Ben More Assynt and the documentation of
routes to this point. It also has notable scenic qualities and a strong sense of place. The susceptibility
to change at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers who are engaging in
outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.261

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its high value results in a high
sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.262

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south of this viewpoint from a
minimum of 26.39 km away and will extend across less than 1.5-degrees of the view. The four hubs
are theoretically visible, with turbines 3 and 4 aligned together so that they overlap. The turbines
will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure likely to be
screened by landform and on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically visible,
they will have a very limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the
viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.

6.12.263

The magnitude of change on this view will be low-negligible, for the following reasons.

6.12.264



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and forestry backdrop against which it is seen.



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
apparent wind farm development (Gordonbush and Extension and Kilbraur and Extension lie to
the north and south of the Proposed Development but are considerably further away at 52.8 km
and 47.7 km away respectively) and will therefore add to the cumulative situation, extending
wind farm influence to a part of the view that is otherwise unaffected.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low-negligible level are as follows.


The low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures that the
turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of turbines by
landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable and developed part of the view,
and not in the context of the spectacular, remote and rugged mountainous NSA landscape that
lies to the north, south and west.
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The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 1.5-degrees) of the
panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will
continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics, and open aspects of the view will remain
unaffected by the Proposed Development.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint ensures that it will not be readily
apparent.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.265

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low-negligible magnitude of change on the view despite
the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.266

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe, 26.8 km to the
south-east. Several other application stage wind farms are shown in the wirelines but are seen from
outwith their study areas.

6.12.267

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall will
have a low-negligible cumulative magnitude of change. This is limited by the distant visibility of the
Proposed Development and operational wind farms and the very limited effect that the Proposed
Development itself will have on the view; the small number of wind farms (Achany and Rosehall,
which appear as a single wind farm) that may contribute to the cumulative effect from within their
study areas; the very small field of view affected by the operational wind farms and the Proposed
Development; and the location of the Proposed Development and operational wind farms in the
same 45-degree, south-eastern, aspect of the view. It is also important that the parts of the view
that have dramatic scenic qualities, covered by the NSA, are not affected by the Proposed
Development or operational wind farms.

6.12.268

It should be noted that while only Achany and Rosehall wind farms are seen from within their study
areas, other operational wind farms as shown in the wirelines may be discernible in clear conditions
and may make a minor contribution to the cumulative situation.

6.12.269

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a low level. This
increase is due largely to visibility of Creag Riabhach and Lairg II wind farms, as Braemore would be
seen in conjunction with Achany and Rosehall wind farms. Creag Riabhach and Lairg II may be seen
in clear conditions and when they are, will add a further apparent wind farms to the cumulative
scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The larger dimensions of the turbines at
Lairg II ensure that it may be visible despite its greater distance, while the location of Creag Riabhach
to the north-east, where there is no other wind energy development, increases its influence on the
view.

6.12.270

Despite the increase in the number of cumulative wind farms to be considered, the cumulative
magnitude of change is limited to a low level in this scenario by the very limited influence of the
Proposed Development, the distant visibility of all wind farms, and the concentration of the majority
of development in the south-eastern aspect of the view.

6.12.271

When the application stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe is also considered, the cumulative magnitude
of change will increase slightly but will remain low.

6.12.272

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low-negligible (in the
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operational scenario) and low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of
change on the view despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.
6.12.273

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly
over that assessed for the operational and consented scenario, but will remain as low.

Viewpoint 17 Cnoc an Alaskie
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.274

This viewpoint is located near the trig point on Cnoc an Alaskie (312 m AOD) and has been included
as it represents a low-level view from within the Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA. It is also within the lessaccessible (i.e. not by vehicle) interior of the sweeping moorland and flows that covers the vast,
open and low-lying area between Loch Shin and Strath Tirry. The nature of this landscape is apparent
at the viewpoint, where the surrounding vast expanse of moorland leads to a sense of remoteness
and exposure. The sweeping moorland and flows is surrounded by rounded hills that emphasise the
scale and extent of this low-lying basin of landform.

6.12.275

The trig point on Cnoc an Alaskie itself is not accessed by a path. There is, however, a vehicular track,
parking area, interpretation board and signposted walking route that leads from the A836 to Loch
Gaineamhach. The footpath extends nearly as far as a hydro-electric diversion canal that was built
in the 1950s to feed into the Loch Shin hydro scheme, from where Cnoc an Alaskie is reached by
walking across rough ground.

6.12.276

The characteristic skyline of Ben Klibreck is the focal point of the outlook to the north-east while
Ben Hee rises on the skyline to the north-west.

6.12.277

Operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and Rosehall are theoretically visible - all from over
20 km away - from this viewpoint, as shown on the wirelines. There is theoretical visibility of Beinn
Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche but these wind farms are seen from over 45 km away, considerably
outwith their study areas.

6.12.278

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg II
at a minimum of 24.9 km, 2.5 km and 25.9 km away respectively. Braemore has very limited and
distant visibility but Creag Riabhach, in particular, and Lairg II are both likely to be influential in the
view. All of these operational and consented wind farms lie to the south/south-east of the viewpoint
other than Creag Riabhach, which is to the east.

6.12.279

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or recognised viewpoint, facilities are not provided
for the enjoyment of the view, and it is not within a scenic designation. It is, however, within the
Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic designation) and
overlooks the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is high
as people who gain the view will be walkers within the WLA who are engaging in outdoor recreation
and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.280

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.281

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south-east of this viewpoint from
a minimum of 14.56 km away, and will extend across less than 2.5-degrees of the view with four
hubs visible. The turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with
infrastructure screened by landform and on-site forestry. Tall cranes will be visible during the shortterm construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.282

The magnitude of change on this view will be low, for the following reasons.
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6.12.283



The Proposed Development has visibility in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
wind farm development and thus extends wind farm influence around the view.



The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland and forest landscape setting in which it is seen.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low level are as follows.


The screening of turbine towers by landform reduces the overall visibility, prominence and
vertical impact of the Proposed Development. The relatively low elevation of the Proposed
Development and its backclothing by landform also reduces vertical impact and ensures that
the turbines are not prominent in the view, but are subservient to the viewer.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 2.5-degrees) of the
panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will
continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The Proposed Development is not seen in relation to landform focal points of Ben Klibreck and
Ben Hee, to which the eye of the viewer is drawn, but in an open and relatively unremarkable
aspect of the view.



The forestry and other human development (including wind farms) seen in the view ensures
that it lacks the unspoilt, remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed
Development would have the greatest contrast.



The landscape setting of the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is large-scale and
simple, thus avoiding scale comparisons.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint ensures that it will form a
relatively minor feature in the view.



The Proposed Development forms a compact group of turbines with a well-balanced
composition, and the absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter
associated with the Proposed Development.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.284

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low magnitude of change on the view and the mediumhigh sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.285

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe, 30.5 km to
the south and South Kilbraur, 35 km to the south-east. There is no visibility of other application stage
wind farms in this view.

6.12.286

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg Estate and
Rosehall will have a low cumulative magnitude of change. This arises as a result of the following
considerations.


The Proposed Development will be added to a view in which two clusters of operational wind
farms are theoretically visible (Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate).



The location of the Proposed Development to the east of operational wind farms, so that it will
extend wind farm influence around the view.
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6.12.287

The variation between the Proposed Development and the baseline wind farms in terms of
scale, extent, layout and setting can emphasise its presence.

The following considerations limit the cumulative magnitude of change to a low level.


The operational wind farms have relatively distant visibility (Achany/Rosehall is a minimum of
20.9 km away while Lairg Estate is 25.5 km away) and relatively moderate sized turbines.



While the Proposed Development will extend wind energy development to the east of
operational wind farms, it lies in the same aspect of the view – the south-east – as operational
wind farms, which are to the south and south-east, and thus the influence of wind energy will
not extend to a completely new aspect of the view.



The operational wind farms and the Proposed Development occupy a limited horizontal field of
view, and this ensures that the great majority of the panoramic outlook remains unaffected by
wind farm influence, including the focal point mountains.



The separation between the Proposed Development and other wind farms ensures that there
will be no perceived coalescence.



The Proposed Development itself will have a limited and not significant effect on the view.

6.12.288

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level. This increase is due largely to visibility of Creag Riabhach, which will be immediately apparent
at a minimum of 2.5 km away to the east of the viewpoint. Creag Riabhach will be seen in front of
Ben Klibreck and will introduce a wind farm into an aspect of the view that is otherwise unaffected
by wind energy development. Lairg II will also make some contribution but this is limited by its
location, at some distance away, in an aspect of the view that is already affected by wind energy
development.

6.12.289

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to the
operational and consented wind farm scenario is restricted to a medium-low level by the limited,
distant and not significant effect of the Proposed Development itself on this view and its location in
the south-eastern aspect of the view where it has a broad association with other wind farms. These
factors continue to limit its contribution to the cumulative situation, which is the focus of the
assessment, irrespective of the level of visibility and influence of Creag Riabhach.

6.12.290

When either one or both of the application stage wind farms at South Kilbraur and Meall Buidhe are
also considered, the cumulative magnitude of change may increase very slightly but will remain
medium-low. This is due to the limited and distant theoretical visibility of these sites and, in the
case of Meall Buidh, its location in the southern aspect of the view, which is already characterised
by operational wind farms.

6.12.291

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low (in the operational
scenario) and medium-low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of
change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a mediumlow cumulative magnitude of change and a medium-high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific
that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this outlook.

6.12.292

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase very
slightly over that assessed for the ‘operational and consented’ scenario, but will remain as mediumlow.
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Viewpoint 18 Ben Hee
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.293

This viewpoint is located at the summit of Ben Hee, 873 m AOD, from where a panoramic view is
gained across extensive areas of north-western Scotland, including Ben More Assynt, Ben Klibreck,
Ben Hope and Ben Loyal. The viewpoint is located on the eastern edge of the same extensive area
of rugged mountain massif LCT within which Ben More Assynt lies, and this type dominates the view
to the north, west and south-west. In contrast, areas to the north-east and south-east are covered
by the low-lying expanses of sweeping moorland and flows and strath, including Cnoc an Alaskie
(Viewpoint 17). To the south is the area of rounded hills that encloses the western side of Loch Shin,
while to the east is a band of rounded hills that links the rugged mountain massif to the lone
mountains of Ben Klibreck. Loch Shin and Loch Fiag are notable features in the view towards the
Proposed Development.

6.12.294

There are a number of operational wind farms theoretically visible to the south and south-east of
this viewpoint. However, of these, only Achany and Rosehall wind farms are seen from within their
own study areas, with the other sites lying beyond a distance at which they could contribute to a
significant effect. Achany and Rosehall are seen close to the edge of their study areas, at 28.8 km
and 29.4 km away respectively.

6.12.295

Four consented wind farms are also theoretically visible, all of which are distant but are seen from
within their study areas. These are Creag Riabhach, 10.5 km away to the south-east; Lairg II and
Braemore, 35.4 km and 33.5 km away respectively to the south-south-east; and Strathy South,
38 km away to the north-east.

6.12.296

This view has a medium-high value. It is a hillwalking location within the Foinaven-Ben Hee WLA
(although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic designation) and has value in its notable
scenic qualities, particularly in the outlook over the Assynt-Coigach NSA and Ben Klibreck-Loch Coire
SLA. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers
who are engaging in outdoor recreation within the WLA and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.297

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium-high value results
in a high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.298

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south-east of this viewpoint from
a minimum of 24.39 km away, and will extend across approximately 1.5-degrees of the view. The
turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with infrastructure likely
to be screened by on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically visible, they will
have a very limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint.
Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases.

6.12.299

The magnitude of change on this view will be low for the following reasons.


6.12.300

The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and forestry backdrop against which it is seen.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low level are as follows.


The low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures that the
turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of turbines by
landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable and developed part of the view,
and not in the context of the spectacular, remote and rugged mountainous landscape that lies
to the north, east, west and south-west.
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The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (approximately 1.5-degrees) of
the panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view
will continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint and its balanced composition
will reduce its influence.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.301

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low magnitude of change on the view despite the high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.302

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Strathy South and Meall
Buidhe, 38 km to the north-east and 37.3 km to the south respectively. South Kilbraur is shown in
the wirelines but is seen from outwith its study area.

6.12.303

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany and Rosehall will
have a low-negligible cumulative magnitude of change. This is limited by the distant visibility of the
Proposed Development and operational wind farms and the very limited effect that the Proposed
Development itself will have on the view; the small number of wind farms (Achany and Rosehall,
which appear as a single wind farm) that may contribute to the cumulative effect from within their
study areas; the very small field of view affected by the operational wind farms and the Proposed
Development; and the location of the Proposed Development and operational wind farms in the
same 30-degree, south-eastern, aspect of the view. It is also important that the northern, western
and south-western parts of the view, which have dramatic scenic qualities and are covered by NSAs,
are not affected by the Proposed Development or operational wind farms.

6.12.304

It should be noted that while only Achany and Rosehall wind farms are seen from within their study
areas, other operational wind farms as shown in the wirelines may be discernible in clear conditions
and may make a minor contribution to the cumulative situation. These too all lie to the south and
south-east of the viewpoint.

6.12.305

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a low level. This
increase is due largely to visibility of Creag Riabhach wind farm, which is seen at relative proximity
in an area that is otherwise unaffected by mid-range wind farm influence. Braemore, Lairg II and
Strathy South are all very distant and are unlikely to be clearly discernible other than in clear
conditions. When they are visible, Strathy South will add wind farm influence to the north-east, in
an area that is otherwise unaffected by wind farm influence, while Lairg II (in particular, due to its
larger turbines) and Braemore would add to the development that lies to the south and south-east.
and a further apparent wind farms to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development
is added.

6.12.306

Despite the increase in the number of cumulative wind farms to be considered, the cumulative
magnitude of change is limited to a low level in this scenario by the very limited influence of the
Proposed Development, the distant visibility of almost all wind farms, and the location of the
Proposed Development to the south-east, where it is seen in the context of other development.

6.12.307

When the application stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and Strathy South are also considered, the
cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly but will remain low as the contribution of the
Proposed Development to the cumulative situation will not be notably increased.
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6.12.308

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and operational and consented wind farms will
be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low-negligible (in the
operational scenario) and low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of
change on the view despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.309

The cumulative effect in the scenario of operational, consented and application stage wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly
over that assessed for the ‘operational and consented’ scenario but will remain as low.

Viewpoint 19 Maovally
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.310

This viewpoint is at the summit of Maovally (511 m AOD), which lies on the western side of Loch
Shin at its northern end. Maovally is a distinctive dome-shaped hill that is at the head of Glen Cassley
and is some 6 km to the east of Ben More Assynt, from which it is separated by a small band of
sweeping moorland and flows LCT. Maovally is accessed to within around 400 m of the summit by a
tarmac hydro road that runs between Glen Cassley and the A838 at Corriekinloch, with the final
400 m being rough ground. This viewpoint has been included as it is a relatively accessible yet
elevated location within the Reay-Cassley WLA.

6.12.311

Maovally lies at the northern end of the ridge of rounded hills that encloses the western side of Loch
Shin. The smooth, rounded form of these hills contrasts with the dramatic, rocky rugged mountain
massif that lies several kilometres to the north and west and covers Ben More Assynt. The outlook
across the massif to the north, west and south-west is dramatic and complex, with a number of
peaks of which Ben More Assynt itself is the most eye-catching. To the east of the ridge of rounded
hills is the extensive area of sweeping moorland and flows that lies to the east of Loch Shin, while to
the south the distinctive strath of Glen Cassley can be seen in its setting of rounded hills. Ben Klibreck
can be seen rising from the relatively unremarkable landscape that lies to the east/north-east, while
Loch Shin is a striking linear feature in the middle-ground of the outlook.

6.12.312

Operational wind farms at Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate are theoretically visible to the southeast of this viewpoint at a minimum distance of 19 km and 28.7 km away respectively. There is also
theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Creag Riabhach and Lairg II, a minimum of 15.4 km
and 28.8 km respectively. All of these operational and consented wind farms lie to the south-east
of the viewpoint other than Creag Riabhach, which is to the north-east. A number of other
operational and consented wind farms are also theoretically visible, as shown on the wirelines, but
are seen from beyond their study areas and are thus outwith the distance at which they may
contribute to a significant cumulative effect.

6.12.313

This view has a medium value. It is not a marked or recognised viewpoint, facilities are not provided
for the enjoyment of the view, and it is not within a scenic designation. It is, however, within the
Reay-Cassley WLA (although it should be noted that the WLA is not a scenic designation) and
overlooks the Assynt-Coigach NSA as well as several other more distant scenic designated areas.
The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is high as people who gain the view will be walkers
who are engaging in outdoor recreation within the WLA and are likely to have a specific focus on
the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.314

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its medium value results in a
medium-high sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.315

The four turbines in the Proposed Development will be seen to the south-east of this viewpoint from
a minimum of 20.88 km away, and will extend across less than 2-degrees of the view with four hubs
visible. The turbines will be the principal visible element of the Proposed Development, with
infrastructure likely to be screened by on-site forestry. If elements of infrastructure are theoretically
visible, they will have a very limited impact due to the distance of the Proposed Development from
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the viewpoint. Tall cranes will be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning
phases.
6.12.316

6.12.317

The magnitude of change on this view will be low for the following reasons.


The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture into
the muted moorland landscape setting and forestry backdrop against which it is seen.



The Proposed Development will be seen below the distant but distinctive skyline landform of
Ben Horn and Meall Horn, which may draw the eye of the viewer in this direction.



The Proposed Development is visible in an aspect of the view that is currently unaffected by
apparent wind farm development (Kilbraur and Extension lies behind the Proposed
Development but is considerably further away at a minimum of 42.6 km) and will therefore add
to the cumulative situation, extending wind farm influence to a part of the view that is
otherwise unaffected.

The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a low level are as follows.


The low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures that the
turbines do not appear prominent in relation to the viewpoint. The backclothing of turbines by
landform also reduces prominence and vertical impact in the view.



The Proposed Development is seen in a relatively unremarkable and developed part of the view,
and not in the context of the spectacular, remote and rugged mountainous landscape that lies
to the north, west and south-west.



The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (less than 2-degrees) of the
panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will
continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The landscape setting of the Proposed Development is large-scale, level and simple, thus
avoiding eye-catching scale comparisons and reducing the vertical impact of the turbines.



The distance of the Proposed Development from the viewpoint ensures that it will not be readily
apparent.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.318

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low magnitude of change on the view despite the high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.319

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe, 25.5 km to the
south-east. Several other application stage wind farms are shown in the wirelines but are seen from
outwith their study areas.

6.12.320

The addition of the Proposed Development to operational wind farms at Achany, Rosehall and Lairg
will have a low-negligible cumulative magnitude of change. This is limited to this level by the distant
visibility of the Proposed Development and operational wind farms and the very limited effect that
the Proposed Development itself will have on the view; the small number of wind farms
(Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate) that may contribute to the cumulative effect from within their
study areas; the very small field of view affected by the operational wind farms and the Proposed
Development; and the location of the Proposed Development and operational wind farms in the
same 45-degree, south-eastern, aspect of the view. It is also important that the parts of the view
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that have more dramatic scenic qualities are not affected by the Proposed Development or
operational wind farms.
6.12.321

It should be noted that while only Achany/Rosehall and Lairg Estate wind farms are seen from within
their study areas, other operational wind farms as shown in the wirelines may be discernible in clear
conditions and may make a minor contribution to the cumulative situation.

6.12.322

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a low level. This
increase is due to visibility of Creag Riabhach and Lairg II wind farms. Creag Riabhach and Lairg II are
likely to be seen in clear conditions and when they are, will add two further apparent wind farms to
the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The larger dimensions of the
turbines at Lairg II ensure that it may be visible despite its greater distance, while the location of
Creag Riabhach to the north-east, where there is no other wind energy development, increases its
influence on the view.

6.12.323

Despite the increase in the number of cumulative wind farms to be considered and the increased
extent of development around the view, the cumulative magnitude of change is limited to a low
level in this scenario by the very limited influence of the Proposed Development, the distant visibility
of all wind farms, and the concentration of the majority of development in the south-eastern aspect
of the view.

6.12.324

When the application stage wind farm at Meall Buidhe is also considered, the cumulative magnitude
of change will increase slightly but will remain low.

6.12.325

The cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms
will be not significant due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low-negligible (in the
operational scenario) and low (in the operational and consented scenario) cumulative magnitude of
change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.326

The cumulative effect in the scenario of ‘operational, consented and application stage’ wind farms
will also be not significant. In this scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will increase slightly
over that assessed for the ‘operational and consented’ scenario, but will remain as low.

Viewpoint 20 The Ord
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.327

This viewpoint is located at The Ord, a small hill that rises to the west of Lairg. The Ord is accessed
by a network of paths, including core paths, and is part of a signposted archaeological trail that starts
at the Ferrycroft Visitor Centre in Lairg. Whilst this hill is not particularly high (159 AOD), the view is
scenic due to its elevation in relation to the low-lying sweeping moorland and flows and the diversity
of the surrounding landscape. Of particular note are the view along Loch Shin, to the north-west,
and the distinctive focal point landform of Ben Klibreck to the north. Ben Hee is also apparent on
the skyline to the north.

6.12.328

This viewpoint is within the farmed and forested slopes with crofting LCT that covers Lairg and its
close surroundings, and the characteristics of this landscape – including settlement (including the
village of Lairg), cultivation, enclosure, and complex landscape patterns – are clearly visible in the
outlook. Beyond this are extensive areas of sweeping moorland and flows and rounded hills, which
forms much of the skyline.

6.12.329

The hilltop of The Ord is marked by several archaeological features, as well as a mast that is visible
from some distance away. This viewpoint, which is on the waymarked path, has been located so as
to ensure that the chambered cairn is visible whilst the view towards the Proposed Development
and other important features in the view such as Loch Shin, Ben Klibreck and the operational wind
farm at Lairg Estate are not obscured by the mast.

6.12.330

Operational wind farms at Achany, Coire na Cloiche and Lairg Estate are theoretically visible from
this viewpoint, 4.4 km to the south-west, 24.9 km to the south and 3.9 km to the south-east
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respectively. While Lairg Estate is clearly visible on the skyline, visibility of Achany and Coire na
Cloiche is negligible.
6.12.331

There is also theoretical visibility of consented wind farms at Braemore (a minimum of 4.6 km to the
south-west), Creag Riabhach (22 km to the north) and Lairg II (3.8 km to the south-east). Creag
Riabhach and Lairg II are likely to have some visibility, and while in this specific view Braemore wind
farm will be almost completely screened by the chambered cairn and local landform in the
foreground of the view, it is likely to be visible from nearby locations.

6.12.332

This view has a high value. It is a marked, recognised viewpoint on a waymarked trail that is also a
core path, and overlooks, albeit relatively distantly, the Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA. It also has
notable scenic qualities – although these are detrimentally affected by the mast on the hill - and
considerable cultural heritage interest. The susceptibility to change at this viewpoint is high as
people who gain the view will be walkers, or people following the archaeological trail, who are
engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding
landscape.

6.12.333

The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the view and its high value results in a high
sensitivity for this viewpoint.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.334

The four turbines in the Proposed Development are theoretically visible in this view from a minimum
of 8.70 km and will extend across less than 5-degrees of the view. The great majority of this visibility
is currently screened by forestry and actual visibility is limited to blades, with all infrastructure also
screened. With this forestry screening in place, the magnitude of change on the view will be low
due to the very limited visibility of the turbines and the very small part of the view that is affected
by them.

6.12.335

Should the forestry be felled in future, visibility of the turbines would increase. As a result, the
magnitude of change would increase to a medium-low level, for the following reasons.

6.12.336



The Proposed Development would be visible at mid-range in an aspect of the view that is
currently unaffected by wind farm development.



The Proposed Development would add to baseline wind farm development that is seen in other
aspects of the view (Lairg Estate to the east and Achany to the west), thereby extending wind
farm influence to otherwise unaffected parts of the view.



The Proposed Development would be seen in relation to the lower slopes of Ben Klibreck, which
forms a focal point in the view.



The Proposed Development would introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture
into the muted moorland landscape setting and hillside backdrop against which it is seen.

The factors that would restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level if the forestry was
felled are as follows:


The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development reduces vertical impact and ensures
that the turbines are not prominent. Landform would continue to screen lower towers, also
reducing vertical impact and prominence.



The Proposed Development would affect a very limited proportion (approximately 5-degrees)
of the panoramic view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the
view would remain unaffected and continue to be defined by its baseline characteristics.



The Proposed Development would be entirely backclothed by landform and while it would be
seen in the context of Ben Klibreck, it would not affect the distinctive skyline of the mountain
landform.
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The tip height of the turbines is well below that of the higher ground and summit of Ben
Klibreck, which reduces their prominence in the view and ensures that they are not ‘competing’
with this focal point.



The forestry and other human development seen in the view ensures that it lacks the unspoilt,
remote, wildness characteristics with which the Proposed Development would have the
greatest contrast.



The domed landform of Cnoc a Bhreac - leathaid (which is currently forested) between the
viewpoint and the turbines gives a sense of separation so that the Proposed Development does
not appear to be encroaching towards the viewpoint, but is in a clearly separate landscape.



The Proposed Development has a regular, balanced composition and forms a well-defined,
cohesive group of turbines.

Significance of the Effect
6.12.337

The effect of the Proposed Development on this view will be not significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the low (with forestry in place) or medium-low (if forestry is
felled) magnitude of change on the view despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.338

A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to an effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
Proposed Development will not provide a definitive influence on the view.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.339

Visibility of operational and consented wind farms is described in the baseline description above.
Achany and Coire na Cloiche have been discounted from the assessment due to the lack of visibility
of these wind farms. Braemore has been included in the assessment as while it has very limited
visibility in this specific view due to foreground screening, it would be clearly visibly from nearby
locations on the path.

6.12.340

There is also theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe and South
Kilbraur at 19.3 km away to the east and 15.4 km to the south-west respectively. Visibility of both
of these wind farms is very limited, and they have therefore been discounted from the assessment.
There is no visibility of other application stage wind farms in this view.

6.12.341

In the current situation, with forestry in place, the addition of the Proposed Development to the
operational wind farm at Lairg Estate will have a negligible-low cumulative magnitude of change
due to the very limited visibility of the Proposed Development and the very limited number of visible
operational wind farms (one).

6.12.342

If the forestry that currently screens much of the Proposed Development was felled, the cumulative
magnitude of change in a scenario of operational wind farms would increase to a low level due to
the increased visibility of the Proposed Development. With both the Proposed Development and
Lairg Estate visible, it would be possible for viewers to see wind farms to both the north and the
south-east of the viewpoint, and this would contribute to the low magnitude of change. However,
the number of visible wind farms remains as two and the Proposed Development itself would
continue to have a not significant effect on the view, thus limiting the cumulative magnitude of
change to a low level.

6.12.343

In the current situation, with forestry screening in place, the cumulative magnitude of change arising
when consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, the addition of the
Proposed Development would continue to be low-negligible due to the very limited visibility of the
Proposed Development.

6.12.344

However, if the screening forestry was felled the cumulative magnitude of change arising from the
addition of the Proposed Development to operational and consented wind farms would increase to
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a medium-low level due to visibility of Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg II wind farms. Creag
Riabhach is likely to be seen in clear conditions and when it is, these sites will add three further
apparent wind farms to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The
proximity and level of visibility of Braemore and the larger dimensions of the turbines at Lairg II
increase visibility of these two wind farms, while the location of Creag Riabhach in a part of the view
where there is no other wind energy development increases its influence despite its distance from
the viewpoint.
6.12.345

The cumulative magnitude of change is limited to a medium-low level in this scenario largely by the
limited and not significant influence of the Proposed Development, the distant visibility of Creag
Riabhach, the grouping of the majority of wind farms in the southern aspect of the view, and the
close association of Lairg Estate and Lairg II, so that they combine to appear as a single wind farm.
Moreover, the majority of the panoramic view will remain unaffected by wind farm influence,
including the scenic view up Loch Shin.

6.12.346

With screening forestry in place, as is the current situation, the cumulative effect in the scenarios of
operational and operational and consented wind farms will be not significant due to the factors that
lead to the low-negligible cumulative magnitude of change in both scenarios, despite the high
sensitivity of the viewpoint.

6.12.347

If the screening forestry was felled, the cumulative effect in the scenarios of operational and
operational and consented wind farms will remain not significant due to the factors that lead to the
low (in the operational wind farm scenario) and medium-low (operational and consented wind farm
scenario) cumulative magnitude of change on the view, despite the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.
A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to
a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not
significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not result in wind turbines
becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in this
outlook.

A836/NCR1
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.348

The A836 runs through the study area from its commencement near Edderton in the south, through
Ardgay, Bonar Bridge and Invershin, before passing through Lairg and then northwards to Tongue.
The A836 passes through widely varied landscapes within the study area, ranging from the enclosed,
vegetated southern shore of the Dornoch Firth to remote upland moorland and forestry north of
Lairg. It also passes through a number of settlements, of which the most notable are Edderton,
Ardgay, Bonar Bridge and Lairg. Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are located on the A836.

6.12.349

National Cycle Route 1 (NCR1) follows the route of the B864 and the A836 as it passes through the
study area from Edderton in the south to Tongue in the north. The section of this route that is shown
on the ZTV to gain visibility of the Proposed Development runs from Achany, on the B864, up to
North Dalchork, on the A836. Visibility of the Proposed Development from the B864 section is very
limited and this stretch can be discounted from the assessment. The stretch where there is potential
for a significant effect to occur is where the route follows the A836 from Lairg to North Dalchork.
The effect on this stretch of NCR1 is therefore also covered by the assessment of effects on the
A836.

6.12.350

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms along
the A836 corridor (i.e. within approximately 15 km of the road). These include, starting in the south
of the study area, Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche, Braemore, Lairg Estate, Lairg II, Achany,
Rosehall, and Creag Riabhach.

6.12.351

The value of views from the A836 is high. The section between the junction with the B9176 (the
‘Struie road’) and Lairg is part of the Moray Firth National Tourist Route, which implies a greater
value over this section. NCR1 follows this route from Lairg to Tongue, and this also adds value. The
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road passes through and overlooks the Dornoch Firth and Kyle of Tongue NSAs as it passes through
the study area, giving formal value to the views available. Value is also added by the diverse range
of scenic qualities seen along the route, including glimpse views of the Dornoch Firth, the enclosed
route through Achany Glen with its views of Carbisdale Castle, the open moorland north of Lairg,
and the mountainous features of Ben Klibreck and Ben Loyal.
6.12.352

The susceptibility to change is high as some people who gain views from the road may be cyclists,
or, south of Lairg, people following the Tourist Route, who are engaging in recreation and are likely
to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape. The combination of the high
susceptibility to change and the high value of views results in a high sensitivity for the A836.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.353

The magnitude of change on views from the A836 will vary dependent on the direction of travel,
and the northbound and southbound routes are therefore described separately.

6.12.354

Travelling northwards, the ZTV shows that the first theoretical visibility of the Proposed
Development is to the south of Lairg, where two stretches of road (1.9 km and 1.4 km long) gain
theoretical visibility, largely of blades only, from between 15 km and 10 km away. Visibility from
these stretches will be largely screened or filtered by woodland and other vegetation, and the
maximum magnitude of change on views will be low due to the very limited and distant visibility.

6.12.355

The A836 then drops into Lairg, and there is no visibility for around 4.7 km as the road passes
through Lairg and past Lairg Lodge. Theoretical visibility (of hubs and blades) commences again as
the road rounds the eastern end of Loch Shin and continues for around 7 km, whereupon the road
passes the northern end of the site and the Proposed Development will no longer be seen by
northbound travellers.

6.12.356

However, while the ZTVs show consistent theoretical visibility from this stretch, this is not the case
in reality as woodland and forestry along the road and around the site will screen views from some
stretches. This is described below.

6.12.357

Theoretical visibility commences around 1 km to the south of Viewpoint 1. However, woodland and
forestry will screen many of these views until just south of Viewpoint 1, and the maximum
magnitude of change on this stretch will be medium-low.

6.12.358

Around 100 m south of Viewpoint 1, the view opens out and visibility will increase to a medium
magnitude of change, as found at Viewpoint 1.

6.12.359

Between Viewpoint 1 and Viewpoint 2, a distance of approximately 1.8 km, visibility diminishes due
to screening by the forestry plantation that lies to the west and east of the road at Dalchork and by
the relatively newly-planted deciduous woodland that lies to the west of the A836. Over this stretch,
the magnitude of change is likely to vary from medium-high (at the northern end, close to Viewpoint
2) to negligible (as the road draws closer to the plantation at Dalchork).

6.12.360

Between Viewpoint 2 and Viewpoint 3, also a distance of approximately 1.8 km, the magnitude of
change will be intermittently medium-high to high (as described at Viewpoint 2 and Viewpoint 3).
Forestry and woodland continue to provide some screening of views, and there are short stretches
where the level of change will be low.

6.12.361

Visibility is similarly intermittent between Viewpoint 3 and Viewpoint 4, with forestry and local
landform screening part of the Proposed Development from some short sections. Where there are
clear views, the magnitude of change will vary from medium-high to high (as assessed at Viewpoints
3 and 4). As the road passes the site, northbound travellers will gain some visibility of infrastructure,
including the northern site entrance and, in the construction phase, the temporary southern site
entrance, southern temporary entrance compound, and borrow pit A. There may also be glimpse
views through woodland of other site infrastructure, including energy storage system, switching
station and control room. The met mast also has some theoretical visibility but is unlikely to be
discernible due to screening and filtering by vegetation.
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6.12.362

Around Viewpoint 4, views gained by northbound travellers will no longer be affected by the
Proposed Development as it will pass behind the direction of travel.

6.12.363

As described above, the Proposed Development will have an intermittent medium to high
magnitude of change on views gained by northbound travellers over a stretch of approximately 7 km
between just south of Viewpoint 1 and Viewpoint 4. Over this stretch, visibility of the Proposed
Development is intermittent, due largely to screening along parts of the road by forestry and
woodland. If this forestry and woodland, or parts of it, was felled during the lifetime of the Proposed
Development, visibility of the Proposed Development would become less intermittent and it is likely
that the medium to high magnitude of change would become more consistent.

6.12.364

Travelling southwards, the ZTV shows that the first theoretical visibility of the Proposed
Development is a very short stretch gained from the road as is passes around landform of The Crask,
some 12.3 km north of the Proposed Development. This is, however, limited to a maximum of three
blade tip extremities and is unlikely to be discernible.

6.12.365

The next stretch of theoretical visibility is to the south of the Crask Inn and is represented by
Viewpoint 6. Over this stretch, which is around 1.8 km long, visibility is shown on the ZTVs to be
partly limited to blade only, with between one and four turbines visible, and moreover will be
limited by woodland and forestry screening. The low magnitude of change found at Viewpoint 6 will
be the highest level of change found on this stretch.

6.12.366

Visibility then ceases for 1.5 km due to landform screening, following which the third and final
stretch of southbound theoretical visibility commences. This is approximately 8.4 km long and is
shown on the ZTVs to gain fairly consistent blade tip visibility but more limited hub height visibility
from the northern part of the stretch. In reality, theoretical visibility from the first 3 km of this
stretch is limited (largely blade tip only) and with further screening by forestry and woodland, the
maximum magnitude of change on this 3 km stretch will be low to medium-low. This visibility would
increase slightly if forestry was felled, but would remain a maximum of medium-low due to the
screening by landform and limited theoretical visibility of the turbines.

6.12.367

Visibility increases around 1 km to the north of Viewpoint 5 and there is then fairly consistent
theoretical visibility for around 5.2 km, whereupon the Proposed Development will pass behind the
southbound traveller. This will, however, be intermittent due to screening by forestry and
woodland. Over this stretch, the magnitude of change will vary from medium to high, with the
highest level of visibility intermittently increasing from that seen at Viewpoint 5 - a medium-high
magnitude of change - to that seen at Viewpoint 4 – a high magnitude of change.

6.12.368

As the road passes the site, after Viewpoint 4, southbound travellers will gain some visibility of
infrastructure, including the northern site entrance and, in the construction phase, the temporary
southern site entrance, southern temporary entrance compound, and borrow pit A. There may also
be glimpse views through woodland of other site infrastructure, including the met mast and energy
storage system, switching station and control room.

6.12.369

Around the private access track into Dalnessie Estate, views gained by southbound travellers will no
longer be affected by the Proposed Development as it will pass behind the direction of travel.

6.12.370

As described above, the Proposed Development will have an intermittent medium to high
magnitude of change on views gained by southbound travellers over a stretch of approximately
5.2 km, between just north of Viewpoint 1 and the southern end of the site. Over this stretch,
visibility of the Proposed Development is intermittent, due largely to screening along parts of the
road by forestry and woodland. If this forestry and woodland, or parts of it, was felled during the
lifetime of the Proposed Development, visibility of the Proposed Development would become less
intermittent and it is likely that the medium to high magnitude of change would become more
consistent.
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Significance of the Effect
6.12.371

6.12.372

The effect of the Proposed Development on the great majority of views from the A836 will be not
significant. There are, however, several stretches where a significant effect is likely to arise.


For northbound travellers, an intermittent or very intermittent significant effect is likely to arise
on a stretch of approximately 7 km long between just south of Viewpoint 1 and Viewpoint 4,
due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium to high magnitude of change and
the high sensitivity of the route.



For southbound travellers, an intermittent significant effect is likely to arise on a stretch of
approximately 5.2 km long between just north of Viewpoint 5 and the southern end of the site,
due to a combination of the factors considered in the medium to high magnitude of change and
the high sensitivity of the route.

Over both of these stretches, visibility of the Proposed Development is intermittent or very
intermittent due largely to screening along parts of the road by forestry and woodland. If this
forestry and woodland, or parts of it, was felled during the lifetime of the Proposed Development,
visibility of the Proposed Development would become less intermittent and it is likely that the
medium to high magnitude of change and, in turn the significant effect, would become more
consistent.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.373

The operational and consented wind farms that lie within the A836 corridor (e.g. within
approximately 15 km of the road) are listed in the baseline description above. The application-stage
wind farms at Strathrory and Meall Buidhe also lie within this corridor.

6.12.374

The most relevant of these cumulative wind farms are as follows:


Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche: intermittent visibility from a minimum of approximately
7.6 km away;



Braemore: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 2.5 km away;



Lairg Estate: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 2.3 km away;



Lairg II: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 2 km away;



Achany: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 5 km away;



Rosehall: very intermittent and limited visibility from a minimum of 10 km away (this wind farm
has been considered in conjunction with Achany rather than as an individual site);



Creag Riabhach: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 360 m away.

6.12.375

Meall Buidhe and Strathrory wind farms have been discounted from the assessment due to their
very limited, intermittent and/or distant influence on views from the road.

6.12.376

All of these wind farms with the exception of Creag Riabhach lie to the south of the Proposed
Development and the majority of them (Achany/Rosehall, Braemore, Lairg Estate, Lairg II and
Garvary) are located along the 10 km stretch of the road that runs between Lairg and the A837
junction. Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche are considerably further south.

6.12.377

Core na Cloiche, Beinn Tharsuinn, Braemore, Achany/Rosehall and Creag Riabhach lie to the west of
the road while Lairg Estate and Lairg II are to the east.

6.12.378

As a result of their locations and patterns of visibility, these wind farms will be experienced in
different ways by northbound and southbound travellers. Northbound travellers may gain relatively
distant visibility of Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche as they travel along the north side of the
Dornoch Firth, but these will be left behind fairly rapidly as they pass behind the northbound route.
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There is brief visibility of Achany and Rosehall from the Bonar Bridge area, and then around the
A837 junction the wind farms to the south of Lairg will become more visible at close proximity. These
too are passed rapidly over a 10 km stretch of the road, with visibility reduced by woodland
screening along the road. There is then no close-proximity visibility of wind farms until the Proposed
Development, followed by Creag Riabhach.
6.12.379

Southbound travellers will gain visibility of Creag Riabhach, and then the southern Lairg sites start
to come intermittently into view, albeit at some distance (as seen in Viewpoints 5 and 6). This
visibility continues with increasing influence as the road passes the Proposed Development. Beinn
Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche also have some very distant visibility, with influence increasing
further to the south.

6.12.380

The Proposed Development itself has been assessed as having an intermittent significant effect on
a stretch of approximately 7 km for northbound travellers and 5.2 km for southbound travellers, as
seen in Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

6.12.381

There are two potential cumulative scenarios at this viewpoint; the addition of the Proposed
Development to operational wind farms and the addition of the Proposed Development to
operational plus consented wind farms.

6.12.382

In the operational wind farm scenario, the cumulative magnitude of change will be a maximum of
medium-low, arising from the following considerations.

6.12.383



Visibility of the Proposed Development – a wind farm that will have a significant effect itself on
a stretch of the road – will be added to a road from which operational wind farms are visible
from reasonably close proximity.



There is also more distant influence of operational wind farms (particularly for southbound
travellers), and these increase the baseline wind farm influence to which the Proposed
Development is added.



The Proposed Development lies to the north of the operational wind farm group to the south
of Lairg and will therefore extend wind farm influence further to the north, outwith the cluster.
For northbound travellers, the Proposed Development will extend wind farm influence further
north than is currently apparent.



The relatively low-lying setting of the Proposed Development, close to the road, differs from
that of the operational windfarms.

The following considerations limit the theoretical cumulative magnitude of change to a maximum
medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that can be clearly seen from the road is relatively
limited; moreover, the grouping of these wind farms avoids the perception of continual,
dispersed, wind farm influence.



The length of the road as it passes through the study area ensures that there are stretches with
no wind farm influence.



The operational wind farms are often seen peripherally and perpendicular to the direction of
travel on the road, ensuring that they are not always seen at close proximity in the field of view
of travellers despite their proximity to the road.



The baseline presence of wind farms on both the eastern and western sides of the road ensures
that the Proposed Development will not introduce a new influence to the eastern aspect.



Visibility of the Proposed Development and cumulative wind farms is intermittent due to
screening by forestry and woodland.
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6.12.384

The Proposed Development is of small scale and limited horizontal extent and will not affect
extensive parts of the route.

When the consented sites at Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg II are also considered the
cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will
increase to a medium-high level. This increase arises due to the following considerations.


These three wind farms will be seen at relatively close proximity to the road, and the overall
number of wind farms that may be very readily apparent from the road, to which the Proposed
Development will be added, is increased.



The Proposed Development will add wind farm influence to the stretch of the road between the
southern Lairg group and Creag Riabhach, thus affecting a stretch that otherwise does not have
close-proximity wind farm influence.

6.12.385

The magnitude of change is, however, tempered by the location of the Proposed Development
between the southern Lairg group of wind farms and Creag Riabhach, so that it is within a stretch of
the route that is affected at either end by wind farms, and is not extending wind farm influence
further north than is otherwise apparent.

6.12.386

This medium-high cumulative magnitude of change will arise if all three of the consented sites are
developed, or if Creag Riabhach and Lairg II are developed but not Braemore. If only Creag Riabhach
or Lairg II or Braemore is developed, the cumulative magnitude of change will be medium.

6.12.387

The cumulative effect arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to views from the
A836 will be not significant in the operational wind farm scenario due to the factors considered in
the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change, despite the high sensitivity of the route.
However, when the consented sites are also considered, the Proposed Development will lead to a
significant cumulative effect on views from the stretches of the northbound and southbound road
where the Proposed Development itself will have an intermittent significant effect. This is due to
the factors that lead to the maximum medium-high cumulative magnitude of change and the high
sensitivity of the route. These stretches cover approximately 7 km northbound and 5.2 km
southbound.

6.12.388

It should be noted that these significant cumulative effects only have potential to arise when
travellers are following the full route of the A836 through the study area; visibility of all of the
relevant wind farms will not be available to people using a shorter part of the road, and cumulative
effects would in that case either be more limited or not arise at all.

A838
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.389

The A838 runs along the north side of Loch Shin, before joining the A836 just north of Lairg. This
route passes through a largely undeveloped and remote moorland landscape, with just a few groups
of houses and some coniferous forestry plantation along the way. Scenic views across Loch Shin, to
the south and west, provide a focus from much of the road.

6.12.390

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms along
the A838 corridor (i.e. within approximately 15 km of the road). These include, starting in the west,
Creag Riabhach, Achany, Rosehall, Braemore, Lairg Estate, and Lairg II.

6.12.391

The value of views from the A838 is medium. The route does not pass through any designations and
is not a recognised tourist or cycle route, but does have scenic qualities and parts of the route gain
consistent views across the Assynt-Coigach NSA. The susceptibility to change is also medium; it is
not a tourist route, cycle route or walking route but is an important route between the west coast
and central areas, used by visitors as well as local people, and has importance as an A-class road.
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6.12.392

The combination of the medium susceptibility to change and the medium value of views results in
a medium sensitivity for the A838.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.393

The ZTV shows that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the A838 is limited to a
section approximately 2 km long at the eastern end of the road, leading up to its junction with the
A838. The assessment therefore focusses on this stretch of the road.

6.12.394

The magnitude of change on views from the A838 will vary dependent on the direction of travel,
and the eastbound and westbound routes are therefore described separately.

6.12.395

Travelling eastwards, the stretch of the road that may be affected by theoretical visibility of the
Proposed Development is approximately 2 km long, and runs from a point around 700 m west of
Colaboll to the junction of the A838 with the A836, where the road terminates.

6.12.396

Over the first part of this stretch, the maximum magnitude of change on views will be low due to
the limited theoretical visibility of the turbines (which is largely limited to hubs and blades); the
perpendicular nature of views in relation to the direction of travel; extensive screening by woodland,
forestry and other vegetation; and the orientation of landform, which rises slightly to the north of
the road and thus tends to channel visibility to the east, away from the Proposed Development.

6.12.397

After the road has turned round the 90-degree bend at Colaboll, theoretical visibility increases and
the Proposed Development will be seen in the line of view of eastbound travellers from between
around 4.5 km and 4.3 km away, over a stretch of around 200 m. The view gained will be similar in
some respects to that seen at Viewpoint 8, but with increased landform screening of the lower
towers and slightly further away from the Proposed Development. Woodland and forestry are likely
to screen upper towers and possibly hubs, and views will be brief and transient, gained by moving
viewers. Importantly, the Proposed Development will not be seen in the direct context of Ben
Klibreck. The magnitude of change over this 200 m stretch will be a maximum of medium-low, as
assessed at Viewpoint 8.

6.12.398

At the end of this short stretch the road turns through 90-degrees again for its final stretch of
approximately 850 m, where perpendicular views will be available. Over this stretch, the magnitude
of change will remain a maximum of medium-low. Woodland and forestry will continue to
intermittently screen views along this part of the route, and the medium-low magnitude of change
will be found on the more open parts of the route.

6.12.399

Travelling westwards, theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development will be gained only from
the 850 m-long eastmost stretch of the road, from its junction with the A836 to the 90-degree bend
at the Tirryside turn-off, and the stretch of approximately 950 m that runs westwards from Colaboll.
The magnitude of change gained by westbound travellers on these stretches will be the same as
that gained by eastbound travellers – medium-low and low respectively - as the views are similarly
perpendicular with screening by landform and vegetation.

6.12.400

For travellers in both directions, the very short stretch of the road that gains theoretical visibility of
the Proposed Development in relation to the overall length of the road and the transient nature of
views is an important factor in the assessment of the magnitude of change.
Significance of the Effect

6.12.401

The effect of the Proposed Development on views from the A838 will be not significant for travellers
in both directions, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the maximum low or mediumlow magnitude of change on views and the medium sensitivity of the route.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.402

The operational and consented wind farms that lie within the A838 corridor (e.g. within
approximately 15 km of the road) are listed in the baseline description above. There are no relevant
application-stage wind farms in the road corridor.
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6.12.403

The most relevant of these cumulative wind farms are as follows:


Achany: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 6.8 km away;



Braemore: theoretical visibility from a 1.4 km long stretch at the eastern extremity of the road,
a minimum of 8.5 km away;



Lairg Estate: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 7.7 km away;



Lairg II: theoretical visibility from a minimum of 7.9 km away; and

6.12.404

Creag Riabhach and Rosehall have been discounted from the assessment due to their negligible
influence on views from the road.

6.12.405

All of the relevant wind farms are broadly grouped on the southern side of the road at its eastern
end, and lie to the south of the Proposed Development. As a result of their locations and patterns
of visibility, these wind farms will be experienced in different ways by eastbound and westbound
travellers.

6.12.406

Eastbound travellers may start to gain relatively distant visibility of Achany (from around 15 km
away) as the A838 passes the end of Glen Fiag, and this visibility theoretically continues for the
remainder of the road other than a short stretch at Colaboll. The closest visibility is gained from
around 6.8 km away at the eastern end of the road, where it is seen perpendicular to the eastbound
direction of travel. Achany is often largely screened by the ridge of rounded hills that encloses the
western side of Loch Shin but does have some limited influence on views.

6.12.407

Lairg Estate and Lairg II also become theoretically visible at some distance away, as far west as
Overscaig. The eastbound direction of travel is orientated towards these two sites, channelled by
the landform of Loch Shin. Lairg Estate has intermittent theoretical visibility along much of the
eastbound road, but in reality is frequently screened by landform and vegetation. Lairg II, with its
larger turbines and greater extent, is likely to have a greater level of visibility but this will be
intermittent.

6.12.408

Braemore has limited theoretical visibility from a 1.4 km long stretch at the eastern extremity of the
road, a minimum of 8.5 km away. Eastbound travellers may gain visibility of Braemore,
perpendicular to the eastbound direction of travel, over around 950 m of this stretch while over the
remaining 450 m Braemore will lie behind the eastbound traveller.

6.12.409

For westbound travellers, visibility of cumulative wind farms is considerably more limited.
Cumulative visibility will arise only from Achany and Braemore, of which there is limited and
relatively distant perpendicular visibility over the 950 m stretch between the A836 and the Tirryside
junction. Beyond this stretch, both Achany and Braemore pass behind the westbound traveller and
will not affect their views.

6.12.410

Lairg Estate and Lairg II will have no effect on westbound views as they lie behind the westbound
traveller and will not affect their views.

6.12.411

The Proposed Development itself has been assessed as having a not significant effect on views
gained by eastbound and westbound travellers on the A838.

6.12.412

There are two potential cumulative scenarios at this viewpoint; the addition of the Proposed
Development to operational wind farms and the addition of the Proposed Development to
operational plus consented wind farms.

6.12.413

For westbound travellers, the cumulative magnitude of change will be a maximum of low in all
scenarios due to the very limited and perpendicular theoretical visibility of the Proposed
Development and cumulative wind farms, and their visibility over a very short stretch of the road.

6.12.414

For eastbound travellers, the cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the
Proposed Development will be a maximum of low/medium-low in the operational scenario. This
will arise as a result of the following considerations.
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6.12.415



Visibility of the Proposed Development be added to a road from which operational wind farms
are visible at moderate proximity.



The Proposed Development lies to the north of the road whereas the visible operational wind
farms (Achany and Lairg Estate) are seen to the west and south-east of the road, and the
Proposed Development will therefore extend wind farm influence to the north, in a part of the
setting to the road that is not currently affected.



The Proposed Development will theoretically be seen in the line of travel from a stretch of the
road (200 m long) that is currently not affected by wind farm influence.

The following considerations limit the theoretical cumulative magnitude of change to a maximum
low/medium-low level.


The number of operational wind farms that can be seen from the road is very limited (two –
Achany and Lairg Estate).



These wind farms have a generally limited effect on views from the road, and the Proposed
Development will affect views from a very small part of the road (approximately 2 km in total,
and with a significant effect on approximately 200 m of this).



The location of the cumulative wind farms and the Proposed Development towards the eastern
end of the road ensures that wind farms are not dispersed along the road but grouped together
in one broad area and that the great majority of the road will not be affected by close or
moderate-proximity wind farm influence.



Achany wind farm has very little visibility from the stretch of the road that lies in closest
proximity to it, while the areas of higher visibility are at a greater distance, thus reducing its
influence on views.



The Proposed Development itself has a not significant effect on views from the road.

6.12.416

When the consented sites at Braemore and Lairg II are also considered the cumulative magnitude
of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development will increase to a medium-low
level as these two wind farms ensure that the overall number of wind farms that may be readily
apparent from the road, to which the Proposed Development will be added, is increased.

6.12.417

The magnitude of change is, however, tempered by the limited visibility of operational and
consented wind farms over the 2 km stretch where the Proposed Development is theoretically
visible. Achany has negligible/very limited perpendicular visibility over this stretch; Braemore has
some limited and relatively distant perpendicular visibility; and Lairg Estate and Lairg II have no
visibility/very limited visibility. This, combined with the very brief and not significant effect of the
Proposed Development, ensures that the addition of the Proposed Development will not lead to a
perception of ‘encirclement’ by wind farms.

6.12.418

This medium-low cumulative magnitude of change will arise if both of the consented sites are
developed. If only Lairg II or Braemore is developed, the cumulative magnitude of change will be
low/medium-low.

6.12.419

The cumulative effect arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to views from the
westbound and eastbound A838 will be not significant in the operational wind farm scenario and
operational plus consented wind farm scenarios due to a combination of the factors considered in
the low, low/medium-low or medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and the medium
sensitivity of the route.
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NCR1
6.12.420

National Cycle Route 1 (NCR1) follows the route of the B864 and the A836 as it passes through the
study area from Edderton in the south to Tongue in the north. The section of NCR1 that is shown on
the ZTV to gain visibility of the Proposed Development runs from Achany, on the B864, up to North
Dalchork, on the A836. Visibility of the Proposed Development from the B864 section is very limited
and this stretch can be discounted from the assessment. The stretch where there is potential for a
significant effect to occur is where the route follows the A836 from Lairg to North Dalchork. The
effect on this stretch of NCR1 is therefore also covered by the assessment of effects on the A836, as
described above.

Core Paths SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood) and SU16.07 (Balloan – Lairg)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.421

SU16.02 is a 2.2 km long path that follows a loop within Gunn’s Wood (or Gunn’s Plantation),
accessed off the A839 on the eastern edge of Lairg. SU16.07 is a 1 km long path that connects with
SU16.02 within Gunn’s Wood and links Lairg in the north with Balloan in the south. These paths have
been assessed together as they both lie within Gunn’s Wood and the effect of the Proposed
Development on them will be very similar.

6.12.422

The paths are not sign-posted but a small parking area is provided and the walks are evidently
popular with residents of Lairg.

6.12.423

Gunn’s Wood is an attractive, mature mixed woodland that covers an elevated part of the farmed
and forested slopes with crofting LCT. The mature woodland screens the majority of views from the
path, and it is only at the edges of the woodland that longer views across the landscape can be
gained.

6.12.424

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms that
may theoretically be seen from parts of these paths. These include Achany, Braemore, Lairg Estate,
and Lairg II. There is no visibility of Rosehall and very limited theoretical visibility of Creag Riabhach,
Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche from over 22 km away.

6.12.425

The value of views from SU16.02 is high. This is a core path with facilities such as parking and seating,
and the views gained are scenic. The susceptibility to change of users of this path is also high as
people who gain views are walkers who are engaging in outdoor recreation and are likely to have a
specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.426

The combination of the high susceptibility to change and the high value of views results in a high
sensitivity for SU16.02 and SU16.07.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.427

The ZTV shows theoretical blade tip visibility of the Proposed Development from approximately
350 m of SU16.07 and the majority of SU16.02. There is theoretical hub height visibility from
approximately 800 m of SU16.02 and none from SU16.07. In reality, the great majority of this
theoretical visibility will be screened by the woodland and by local landform, and brief views are
likely to be gained only from several locations on the north-eastern part of the SU16.02 loop, where
landform is more elevated. Where the Proposed Development is visible, its appearance is likely to
be similar to that seen at Viewpoint 10 although at slightly closer proximity (approximately 8.3 km
away rather than 9.6 km away) but with reduced visibility due to filtering by trees on the periphery
of the woodland.

6.12.428

The magnitude of change on SU16.07 will be negligible due to lack of visibility.

6.12.429

Where the Proposed Development is visible from SU16.02, the maximum magnitude of change will
be medium-low, as assessed at Viewpoint 10. This will arise at extremely limited points on SU16.02,
is unlikely to arise at all on SU16.07, and the great majority of views will remain unaffected.
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6.12.430

It is also relevant to consider the magnitude of change on views from these paths when they are
considered as full routes rather than the very few, very specific locations from where the Proposed
Development may be seen. This is important as the routes will almost inevitably be walked in full,
particularly the Gunn’s Wood loop. When considered as whole routes, the magnitude of change will
be low for SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood) and negligible for SU16.07 (Balloan – Lairg).

6.12.431

Should the woodland be felled (which is considered to be unlikely given the nature of the woodland),
it is likely that views of the Proposed Development would become more frequent due to the removal
of screening. However, the maximum magnitude of change would remain as medium-low due to
the relatively limited (largely blade tip) theoretical visibility, the distance of the paths from the
turbines (a minimum of over 8 km), and other factors as described at Viewpoint 10.
Significance of the Effect

6.12.432

The effect of the Proposed Development on views from SU16.02 and SU16.07 will be not significant.
This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the negligible (in relation to SU16.07) or low
(going up to a maximum of medium-low at several very specific locations on SU16.02) magnitude of
change on the views despite the high sensitivity of the path.

6.12.433

In relation to the several very specific locations on SU16.02A where the Proposed Development may
be visible, the combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to
an effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant
because the Proposed Development will be seen from extremely limited points on the paths and
where it is visible, will not provide a definitive influence on views.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.434

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms that
may theoretically be seen from parts of these paths. These include Achany, Braemore, Lairg Estate,
and Lairg II. There is no visibility of Rosehall and very limited theoretical visibility of Creag Riabhach,
Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche from over 22 km away. There is also theoretical visibility of
the application-stage site at Meall Buidhe, but this is distant at over 16 km away.

6.12.435

The addition of the Proposed Development to any scenario will result in a maximum low cumulative
magnitude of change due to the extremely limited visibility of the Proposed Development, which
ensures that its addition will not result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they
become a prevailing or key visual characteristic in views from these routes. The majority of the
cumulative wind farms will also have very limited visibility due to woodland screening.

6.12.436

The cumulative effect on views from these paths will be not significant in any scenario due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the maximum low cumulative magnitude of change on views
despite the high sensitivity of the paths.

Core Path SU16.03 (Ord Hill)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.437

SU16.03 is a 2.2 km long loop path that runs around The Ord, starting at the Ferrycroft Visitor Centre
on the western edge of Lairg. The path follows the Ord Hill Archaeological Trail and is signposted,
with interpretation of the archaeological features provided.

6.12.438

This path lies within the farmed and forested slopes with crofting LCT and provides elevated views
across this landscape type and beyond. Loch Shin is a notable focal point in the outlook from parts
of the path as are the surrounding mountains, including Ben Klibreck. Viewpoint 20 (The Ord) is
located on this core path, close to the high point of The Ord.

6.12.439

There are a number of operational, under-construction and consented cumulative wind farms that
may theoretically be seen from parts of this path. These include Achany, Beinn Tharsuinn, Braemore,
Coire na Cloiche, Lairg Estate, and Lairg II.
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6.12.440

The value of views from SU16.03 is high. This is a signposted core path with facilities such as parking
and interpretation boards, and the views gained are scenic, including an intermittent outlook across
the Assynt-Coigach NSA and Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA. The susceptibility to change of users
of this path is also high as people who gain views are walkers who are engaging in outdoor recreation
and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.441

The combination of the high susceptibility to change and the high value of views results in a high
sensitivity for SU16.03.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.442

The ZTV shows theoretical blade tip visibility of the Proposed Development from approximately
1.1 km of the 2.2 km length of SU16.03 and theoretical hub height visibility from approximately
500 m, gained from between around 8.5 km and 9 km away. The majority of this visibility will be
gained in reality as there is little screening immediately around the route. Where the Proposed
Development can be seen, its highest level of visibility is likely to be similar to that seen at Viewpoint
20 but frequently with reduced visibility due to the lack of visibility of hubs over extensive stretches,
the lower elevation of other parts of the path in comparison to Viewpoint 20, and the resultant
screening by intervening woodland and forestry.

6.12.443

The maximum magnitude of change on views from the path will be low (with current screening by
forestry in place) or medium-low (if the screening forestry is felled) as assessed at Viewpoint 20,
and this will arise on the stretches of SU16.03 that have theoretical hub height visibility and gain a
clear view of the Proposed Development. Overall, the ZTVs indicate that the Proposed Development
will affect views from less than half of the length of this path, and the low (or medium-low if forestry
is felled) magnitude of change is likely to affect less than one quarter of the route.
Significance of the Effect

6.12.444

The effect of the Proposed Development on views from SU16.03 will be not significant. This is due
to a combination of the factors that lead to the maximum low (with forestry in place) or mediumlow (if forestry is felled) magnitude of change on the views despite the high sensitivity of the path.

6.12.445

A combination of a medium-low magnitude of change and a high sensitivity can lead to an effect
that is significant or not significant. In this case, the effect is judged to be not significant because the
Proposed Development will not provide a definitive influence on views from this path.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.446

The operational and consented wind farms that may be relevant to this assessment are described
in the baseline description above. Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche have been discounted from
the assessment due to their limited and distant visibility. Achany also has very limited visibility from
the path.

6.12.447

There is also very limited theoretical visibility of the application-stage wind farms at Meall Buidhe
and South Kilbraur. Visibility of both of these wind farms is very limited and distant, and they have
therefore been discounted from the assessment. There is no visibility of other application stage
wind farms in this view.

6.12.448

The cumulative assessment at Viewpoint 20, which is on this path and gains the most elevated view
that is available from the route, provides an assessment of the likely cumulative effects on the wider
route. This assessment concludes that in the current situation, with the forestry that screens
visibility of the Proposed Development in place, the addition of the Proposed Development to
operational wind farms will have a negligible-low cumulative magnitude of change due largely to
the very limited visibility of the Proposed Development but also the limited number of visible
operational wind farms (Lairg Estate, very limited visibility of Achany, and distant visibility of Beinn
Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche).

6.12.449

If the forestry that currently screens much of the Proposed Development was felled, the cumulative
magnitude of change in a scenario of operational wind farms would increase to a low/medium-low
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level due to the increased visibility of the Proposed Development. With both the Proposed
Development and operational wind farms visible, it would be possible for viewers to see wind farms
to the north, south (very distant), and the south-eastern aspect of the paths, and this would
contribute to the magnitude of change. However, the number of visible wind farms remains limited
and the Proposed Development itself would continue to have a not significant effect on views, thus
limiting the cumulative magnitude of change.
6.12.450

When consented wind farms are considered as well as operational sites, with forestry screening in
place, the cumulative magnitude of change arising the addition of the Proposed Development would
continue to be low-negligible due to the very limited visibility of the Proposed Development.

6.12.451

If the screening forestry was felled, the cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition
of the Proposed Development to operational and consented wind farms would increase to a
medium-low level due to visibility of Braemore, Creag Riabhach and Lairg II wind farms. Creag
Riabhach is likely to be seen in clear conditions and when it is, these sites will add three further
apparent wind farms to the cumulative scenario to which the Proposed Development is added. The
proximity and level of visibility of Braemore and the larger dimensions of the turbines at Lairg II
increase visibility of these two wind farms, while the location of Creag Riabhach to the north, where
there is no other wind energy development, increases its influence despite its distance from the
path.

6.12.452

The cumulative magnitude of change is limited to a medium-low level in this scenario largely by the
limited and not significant influence of the Proposed Development. The distant visibility of Creag
Riabhach, the grouping of the majority of wind farms in the southern aspect of views, and the close
association of Lairg Estate and Lairg II, so that they combine to appear as a single wind farm are also
relevant. Moreover, the majority of aspects around the path will remain unaffected by wind farm
influence, including the scenic view up Loch Shin.

6.12.453

With screening forestry in place, as is the current situation, the cumulative effect in the scenarios of
‘operational’ and ‘operational and consented’ wind farms will be not significant due to the factors
that lead to the low-negligible cumulative magnitude of change in both scenarios, despite the high
sensitivity of the path.

6.12.454

If the screening forestry was felled, the cumulative effect in the scenarios of ‘operational’ and
‘operational and consented’ wind farms will remain not significant due to the factors that lead to
the low/medium-low (in the operational wind farm scenario) and medium-low (operational and
consented wind farm scenario) cumulative magnitude of change on views, despite the high
sensitivity of the viewpoint. A combination of a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and
a high sensitivity can lead to a cumulative effect that is significant or not significant. In this case, the
effect is judged to be not significant because the addition of the Proposed Development will not
result in wind turbines becoming sufficiently prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual
characteristic in outlook.

Core Path SU16.05 (Loch Shin Hide)
Baseline and Sensitivity
6.12.455

SU16.05 is a short (600 m long) path that leads to the Loch Shin bird hide from the A836, north of
Lairg. The path is signposted and parking is provided. The majority of the path follows a track that
runs from the A836 to the confluence of the River Tirry and Loch Shin but the western end deviates
from the track to run to the bird hide through birch woodlands.

6.12.456

This path lies within the Strath Tirry unit of the strath LCT. Viewpoint 1 is at the eastern end of the
path, where it meets the A836.

6.12.457

There is theoretical visibility of the operational, under-construction and consented wind farms at
Achany, Braemore and Creag Riabhach from this path, or parts of the path. This theoretical visibility
is, however, very limited and/or distant and, with further screening by the woodland that lies to the
south of the path.
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6.12.458

The value of views from SU16.05 is high. This is a signposted core path, with parking, that leads to a
well-maintained bird hide. The susceptibility to change of users of this path is also high as people
who gain views are walkers who are engaging in outdoor recreation – walking and birdwatching and are likely to have a specific focus on the scenery and surrounding landscape.

6.12.459

The combination of the high susceptibility to change and the high value of views results in a high
sensitivity for SU16.05.
Magnitude of Change

6.12.460

The ZTV shows theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the full length of the path.
In reality, parts of this will be screened by woodland and trees, particularly at the eastern end where
new deciduous woodland is establishing and the western end where it runs through birch woodland.
Where there is visibility, the appearance of the Proposed Development will be similar to that seen
in Viewpoint 1, which is assessed to have a medium magnitude of change. This level of change will
also apply to those parts of the path from where a clear view of the Proposed Development is
gained. The magnitude of change will be slightly reduced by the perpendicular nature of views but
will remain medium as this factor is not sufficient to reduce the level of change.
Significance of the Effect

6.12.461

The effect of the Proposed Development on views from SU16.05 will be significant. This is due to a
combination of the factors that lead to the maximum medium magnitude of change on the views
and the high sensitivity of the path.
Cumulative Effects

6.12.462

As described above, operational, under-construction and consented wind farms have a very limited
influence on views from this path. Creag Riabhach may be discernible (as seen at Viewpoint 1) but
at over 18 km away this wind farm will have a very limited influence on views. There is no theoretical
visibility of application-stage wind farms.

6.12.463

The cumulative magnitude of change arising from the addition of the Proposed Development to any
scenario will be a maximum of low, and the effect will be not significant.

6.13

Summary

6.13.1

The purpose of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is to identify and record the
potential effects that the Proposed Development may have on physical elements of the landscape;
landscape character; wild land areas; areas that have been designated for their scenic or landscaperelated qualities; and views from various locations such as settlements, routes, tourism features and
other sensitive locations. The potential cumulative effects that may arise from the addition of the
Proposed Development to other wind farms are also considered.

6.13.2

The study area for the LVIA covers a radius of 40 km from the outer turbines in the Proposed
Development. The assessment has shown that the effect of the Proposed Development on the
landscape and visual resource of the great majority of this study area will be not significant, which
means that for the great majority of the study area, and the receptors that lie within it, the effect
of the Proposed Development is not defining and the existing, baseline characteristics of the
landscape and views will continue to prevail. The receptors that will not be significantly affected the
Proposed Development include the following:


National Scenic Areas, Gardens and Designed Landscapes, and all regional scenic designations;



Wild Land Areas;



all settlements (as identified in the THC LDP);



‘A’ roads, other than the A836;
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6.13.3

6.13.4



long-distance walking routes;



core paths, other than SU16.05 (Loch Shin Hide);



popular walking destinations, including The Ord, Meall Dola, and sensitive mountain tops such
as Ben Klibreck, Ben Hee, Ben More Assynt, Creag Mhor and Ben Armine;



railway lines; and



the great majority of the landscape character types that are found within the study area.

While the effect on the majority of the study area will be not significant, as described above, the
LVIA has indicated that there is potential for the Proposed Development to result in some localised
significant effects on the area that lies in closer proximity to the site. The LVIA has identified that
there is potential for significant effects to arise as follows:


the landscape character of the site and some parts of its surroundings up to a maximum of
approximately 6.5 km away from the nearest turbine (intermittent/very intermittent significant
effect);



views from the A836/NCR 1 (approximately 7 km northbound and 5.2 km southbound), as seen
in Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 (intermittent/very intermittent significant effect);



core path SU16.05, to Loch Shin Hide;



the clusters of houses at Blarbuie and Saval, as seen at Viewpoint 7 and Viewpoint 9
respectively; and



the track that leads along the west side of Loch Shin near Sallachy Lodge, as seen in Viewpoint
11.

As well as assessing the effect of the Proposed Development itself, the LVIA assesses the cumulative
effect that may arise when the Proposed Development is added to various scenarios of operational,
under-construction, consented and application-stage windfarms. The cumulative assessment
concludes that when the Proposed Development is added to operational and under-construction
wind energy developments, no significant cumulative effects will arise. However, when various
combinations of the consented wind farms at Breamore, Creag Riabhach, Lairg II and Strathy South
are also considered, significant cumulative effects may arise at the following receptors:


the southern part of the sweeping moorland and flows (LCT 134) Dalnessie/ Strath Tirry unit;



views from the A836/NCR 1 (approximately 7 km northbound and 5.2 km southbound)
(intermittent/very intermittent significant cumulative effect);



some locations around Saval (but not the specific location of Viewpoint 9), where the Proposed
Development is visible in conjunction with other operational and consented wind farms); and



Meall Dola (as seen in Viewpoint 12).

6.13.5

The additional consideration of application-stage wind farms does not lead to any additional
significant cumulative effects.

6.13.6

This summary indicates that the Proposed Development will result in some localised significant
effects on aspects of the landscape and visual resource. It is important to note, however, that
assessments of this type tend to focus on those locations and receptors where significant effects
may arise, and there are large parts of the 40 km study area where ZTVs show that there will be no
visibility, or limited visibility, of the Proposed Development, including those receptors that are listed
above.
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6.13.7

The construction and operation of a wind farm will almost inevitably give rise to significant effects
on the landscape and visual resource of the area within which it lies, due to the scale and nature of
the elements involved, and particularly the turbines. The assessment has indicated that significant
visual effects are likely to be contained within approximately 6.5 km of the Proposed Development,
although they may, in unusual circumstances, arise beyond this. Significant effects on landscape
character are also likely to be contained within a maximum radius of approximately 6.5 km from the
Proposed Development.
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Table 6.1 – Summary of Effects
Description of Effect

Significance of Potential Effect

Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Coniferous forestry

Not significant

Adverse

Deciduous woodland

Not significant

Rough grassland and moorland

Mitigation
Measure

Significance of Residual Effect

Significance

Beneficial/
Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Farmed and forested slopes with crofting (LCT 145) Lairg unit

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) Loch Shin unit

Significant effect on a
small area (4 km-6.5 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant effect on a
small area (4 km-6.5 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

Construction
Refer to operation effects below
Operation
Effects on Landscape Elements

Effects on Landscape Character
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Description of Effect

Significance of Potential Effect

Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) Meallan Liath Mor unit

Significant effect on a
small area (4.6 km-6.5 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) north Strath Fleet unit

Not significant

Strath (LCT 142) Strath Tirry unit

Mitigation
Measure

Significance of Residual Effect

Significance

Beneficial/
Adverse

n/a

Significant effect on a
small area (4.6 km6.5 km away); elsewhere
not significant

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Significant effect on a
small area (up to 4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant effect on a
small area (up to 4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

Strath/Sweeping Moorland and Flows (LCTs 134/142)

Significant effect on a
small area (up to 4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant effect on a
small area (up to 4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

Sweeping Moorland and Flows (LCT 134) Dalnessie/Strath
Tirry unit

Significant effect on a
small area (1 km-4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant effect on a
small area (1 km-4 km
away); elsewhere not
significant

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Effects on Landscape-Related Designated Areas (in terms of Special Qualities)
Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA
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Description of Effect

Significance of Potential Effect

Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

WLA 34 (Reay-Cassley)

Not significant

Adverse

WLA 35 (Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest)

Not significant

WLA 37 (Foinaven-Ben hee)

Mitigation
Measure

Significance of Residual Effect

Significance

Beneficial/
Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 1 A836 bird hide layby

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 2 A836 at Allt Chaiseagail Bridge

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 3 A836 south of Dalmichy

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 4 A836 north of Dalnessie entrance

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 5 A836 north of Rhian Bridge

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 6 A836 South of Crask

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 7 Blarbuie

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 8 Tirryside

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Effects on Wild Land Areas

Effects on Viewpoints
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Description of Effect

Significance of Potential Effect

Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Viewpoint 9 Saval

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 10 Rhian Breck, Lairg

Not significant

Viewpoint 11 Sallachy

Mitigation
Measure

Significance of Residual Effect

Significance

Beneficial/
Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 12 Meall Dola

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 13 Track to Loch Sgeireach

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 14 Creag Mhor

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 15 Ben Klibreck

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 16 Ben More Assynt

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 17 Cnoc an Alaskie

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 18 Ben Hee

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 19 Maovally

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 20 The Ord

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Effects on Principal Visual Receptors
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Description of Effect

Significance of Potential Effect

Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

A836/NCR1

Significant effect
(intermittent/ very
intermittent) for approx.
7 km for northbound
travellers and 5.2 km for
southbound travellers

Adverse

A838

Not significant

Core Paths SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood) and SU16.07 (Balloan–
Lairg)

Mitigation
Measure

Significance of Residual Effect

Significance

Beneficial/
Adverse

n/a

Significant effect
(intermittent/very
intermittent) for approx.
7 km for northbound
travellers and 5.2 km for
southbound travellers

Adverse

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Core Path SU16.03 (Ord Hill)

Not significant

Adverse

n/a

Not significant

Adverse

Core Path SU16.05 (Loch Shin Hide)

Significant

Adverse

n/a

Significant

Adverse

Decommissioning
Refer to operation effects above
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Table 6.2 – Summary of Cumulative Effects
Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Cumulative Effects on Landscape Character
Farmed and forested slopes with
crofting (LCT 145) Lairg unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) Loch Shin unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) Meallan Liath
Mor unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Rounded Hills (LCT 135) north Strath
Fleet unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Strath (LCT 142) Strath Tirry unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Strath/Sweeping Moorland and Flows
(LCTs 134/142)

Effect on landscape
character

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Sweeping Moorland and Flows (LCT 134)
Dalnessie/ Strath Tirry unit

Effect on landscape
character

Operational and under-construction wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction, and consented
wind farms

Intermittent
significant
cumulative effect
on the southern

Adverse
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Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

part of the
receptor
Cumulative Effects on Landscape-Related Designated Areas
Ben Klibreck and Loch Choire SLA

Effect on special qualities

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

WLA 34 (Reay-Cassley)

Effect on wildness
attributes/qualities

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

WLA 35 (Ben Klibreck-Armine Forest)

Effect on wildness
attributes/qualities

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

WLA 37 (Foinaven-Ben hee)

Effect on wildness
attributes/qualities

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 1 A836 bird hide layby

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 2 A836 at Allt Chaiseagail
Bridge

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Cumulative Effects on Wild Land Areas

Cumulative Effects on Viewpoints
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Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Viewpoint 3 A836 south of Dalmichy

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 4 A836 north of Dalnessie
entrance

Effect on the view available

Operational and under-construction wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction and consented
wind farms

Significant for
southbound
travellers

Adverse

Not significant for
northbound
travellers
Viewpoint 5 A836 north of Rhian Bridge

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 6 A836 South of Crask

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 7 Blarbuie

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 8 Tirryside

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 9 Saval

Effect on the view available

Operational and under-construction wind farms

Not significant

Adverse
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Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Operational, under-construction and consented
wind farms

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Not significant at
the viewpoint
itself

Adverse

Significant at
nearby locations
(where woodland
screening is not
apparent)
Viewpoint 10 Rhian Breck, Lairg

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 11 Sallachy

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 12 Meall Dola

Effect on the view available

Operational and under-construction wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction and consented
wind farms

Significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 13 Track to Loch Sgeireach
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Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

Viewpoint 14 Creag Mhor

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 15 Ben Klibreck

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 16 Ben More Assynt

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 17 Cnoc an Alaskie

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 18 Ben Hee

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 19 Maovally

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Viewpoint 20 The Ord

Effect on the view available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Operational and under-construction wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Operational, under-construction and consented
wind farms

Significant effect
(intermittent/very

Adverse

Cumulative Effects on Principal Visual Receptors
A836/NCR1
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Receptor

Effect

Cumulative Developments

Significance of Cumulative Effect
Significance

Beneficial/ Adverse

intermittent) for
approx. 7 km for
northbound
travellers and
5.2 km for
southbound
travellers
A838

Effect on the views available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Core Paths SU16.02 (Gunn’s Wood) and
SU16.07 (Balloan–Lairg)

Effect on the views available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Core Path SU16.03 (Ord Hill)

Effect on the views available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse

Core Path SU16.05 (Loch Shin Hide)

Effect on the views available

Operational, under-construction, consented and
application-stage wind farms

Not significant

Adverse
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